
3/8/2014	  
	  
Dear	  Friend,	  	  
	  
Here	  it	  is.	  The	  Sixth	  Draft	  screenplay	  for	  Treasure.	  	  
	  
A	  screenplay	  is	  only	  a	  plan.	  A	  blueprint	  for	  a	  film.	  In	  the	  film	  world	  we	  like	  to	  say	  
that	  we	  tell	  the	  story	  three	  times:	  writing	  the	  screenplay,	  shooting	  it	  during	  
principle	  photography,	  and	  lastly	  when	  editing	  the	  film	  together.	  	  
	  
There	  will	  be	  changes	  as	  the	  story	  gets	  told	  and	  retold	  over	  the	  next	  year.	  That’s	  the	  
variable	  nature	  of	  the	  game	  when	  it	  comes	  to	  filmmaking.	  	  	  
	  
It’s	  complete	  but	  there	  are	  still	  some	  small	  changes	  I	  want	  to	  make	  to	  this	  script	  
before	  shooting.	  The	  big	  geocaching	  hunt	  towards	  the	  end	  of	  the	  film	  needs	  to	  be	  
written	  out.	  The	  reason	  I’ve	  held	  off	  on	  that	  is	  because	  I	  want	  the	  puzzle	  to	  be	  
related	  to	  the	  place	  and	  we	  haven’t	  located	  a	  place	  to	  shoot	  that	  scene	  quite	  yet	  
although	  we’re	  scouting	  locations	  on	  Florida’s	  east	  coast	  now.	  	  
	  
In	  any	  case	  I	  hope	  you	  enjoy	  the	  script.	  And	  if	  you	  enjoy	  it	  and	  it’s	  still	  March	  of	  2014	  
then	  we	  could	  really	  use	  your	  help	  getting	  it	  made.	  Make	  your	  way	  to	  indiegogo.com	  
and	  search	  for	  “Treasure”.	  We	  appreciate	  any	  kind	  of	  contribution	  you’re	  willing	  to	  
make	  to	  our	  crowdfunding	  campaign.	  	  
	  
Thank	  you	  so	  very	  much	  for	  your	  interest	  in	  our	  little	  micro-‐budget	  geocaching	  film!	  
We	  look	  forward	  to	  making	  it	  for	  you.	  
	  
Sincerely,	  
Chris	  Williamson	  
Writer/Director,	  Treasure	  
	  
facebook.com/treasurethemovie	  
treasurethemovie.com	  
treasurethemovie@gmail.com	  
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FADE IN:

INT. ERICA AND ETHAN’S HOUSE - ERICA’S BEDROOM - DAY

ROCK N’ ROLL MUSIC

A cheezy music video with KOZMO the cat playing air drums to 
a song. The song ends and ERICA (early 20’s) turns off the 
colored lights and turns a lamp on. 

Erica records a video diary on her bed. Vestiges of her 
teenage life linger all around the room. Photos of friends, 
art, posters of bands, and spaceships haphazardly litter her 
walls.   

ERICA
Kozmo the cat everyone! (makes 
sound of a crowd cheering) What’s 
up world. Welcome to the ol’ video 
blog. Not much to report except for 
- just kidding - I got a new shirt! 

Erica reaches over, grabs the shirt, and holds it up for 
viewers to see.

ERICA (CONT’D)
It’s pretty cute. I can’t wait to 
wear it tonight. Hello and shout 
out to my bestie Sierra btw since 
you’re probably the only one that 
watches this nonsense.   

A cat jumps on the keyboard.

ERICA (CONT’D)
Kitty! Hey everyone it looks like 
Kozmo wants to say hello.

Erica grabs the cat and shakes her paw as if to wave hello to 
everyone. In a high-pitched cat-voice:

ERICA (CONT’D)
Hello world I’m Kozmo the kitty 
cat! I’m a super awesome cat. Look 
I can play the drums. Here’s my new 
solo.

Erica holds the cats paws and plays air drums with them while 
making drums sounds with her mouth. After a beat she holds 
kitty up to her face and snuggles her. She puts kitty down 
and looks back at the camera. 



ERICA (CONT’D)
Kozmo the drumming cat everybody!

Erica claps for the performance.

ERICA (CONT’D)
Okay that’s all I got for now. I’ll 
check back in with you stay tuned 
for a new exciting boring episode 
of my life next week. I gotta get 
ready to party tonight. Bye!

Erica reaches for the keyboard and the video ends.

INTRO CREDIT SEQUENCE - NIGHT

Music and bokeh fill the screen - blurred city lights move 
and fade over a thumping electronic soundtrack. 

We cut in and out of Erica and her friend SIERRA (early 20’s) 
walking on the sidewalk at night interacting with people, 
laughing, and driving on the street. It’s a night out on the 
town. 

Credits appear and disappear with the bokeh lights. The 
lights become layered and flickering at a faster and faster 
pace. The music SWELLS.

CUT TO:

EXT. LIQUOR STORE - NIGHT

An extremely blurry bokeh shot. The city fills our ears with 
street noise. The image gets clearer and clearer. 

The front of a liquor store comes into focus. Erica and 
Sierra drive in and park in a spot up front. Erica gets out 
and walks into the store.

INT. LIQUOR STORE - NIGHT

The door chimes as Erica walks in. The CLERK doesn’t break 
eye-contact with his television. Erica browses through the 
store. She looks over the shelf at the Clerk. He’s watching a 
rocket launch on TV. 

Erica takes her phone out and texts Sierra:

ERICA
What you want to drink? 
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SIERRA
Reg beer sounds good 

ERICA
Coming right up

Erica slips her phone into her pocket, looks back over at the 
clerk, then opens a refrigerator door.

INT. SIERRA’S CAR - NIGHT

Sierra sits in the drivers seat checking her makeup in the 
visor mirror. She catches something out of the corner of her 
eye and looks over.

EXT. LIQUOR STORE - NIGHT

The door opens and Erica nonchalantly walks out of the store 
with a case of beer. When the door closes she runs and jumps 
in a car. 

ERICA
Go dude go! Get outta here! 

Sierra pulls out and drives off. The Clerk bursts through the 
front door chasing after them. 

CLERK
Hey get back here!

He stops, out of breath. 

CLERK (CONT’D)
Damn!

INT. SIERRA’S CAR - NIGHT

Erica and Sierra look back at him. Erica blows him a kiss. 

ERICA
Woohooo!

EXT. SIDE OF THE ROAD - NIGHT

Sierra’s car flies down the road. 

INT. ERICA’S CAR - NIGHT

Erica and Sierra yell in excitement.
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SIERRA
Oh my god I can’t believe you did 
that!

ERICA
Did you see that guy’s face? That 
was priceless!  

SIERRA
Dude you’re freaking crazy. 

Erica opens two beers.

ERICA
Hey a girls gotta do what a girls 
gotta do! 

Erica hands Sierra a beer and chills out. 

SIERRA
Damn straight!

ERICA
Cheers to the loca chicas!

The two tap beers. 

SIERRA
Woooohooo turn that music up!

Erica turns the volume up and the music thumps as they drive 
off into the night.

INT. PARTY HOUSE - NIGHT

Erica and Sierra show up at a raging house party. Some guy 
hands them both keg cups and they quickly find their way onto 
the dance floor. 

The thumping bass beat of electronic music takes over the 
senses. Erica and Sierra take shots and dance. Sierra smiles. 
Erica smiles back. 

Time slows down as they get lost in the music. 

The music swells and then:

ALL OF THE FLASHING COLORS AND LIGHTS FADE EXCEPT WITHIN THE 
LETTERS OF THE WORD:

“TREASURE”

Then we snap to silent black. 
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Over the blackness: the sound of a refrigerator opening, and 
silverware being picked up from a drawer, then:

INT. ERICA AND ETHAN’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - DAY

A knife swipes mayo across a slice of bread. A gourmet 
sandwich chef in pajamas, Erica expertly places some lunch 
meat onto the sandwich. Then she makes a smiley face with on 
the sandwich with some mustard. Then the smiley is covered in 
lettuce, and tomato. 

She licks her thumb, puts an orange in the lunch bag with the 
sandwich and places it on the counter. She draws a smiley 
face on the bag.  

LATER

A cat toy on a string bounces up and down. Kozmo jumps up and 
pats it with her paws. Kozmo goes for it again, clasps it 
with her claws. Erica smiles. 

ERICA
Good kitty!

Kozmo lets go of the toy.

Erica bounces the toy on the string and the cat jumps for it, 
catches it.  

ERICA (CONT’D)
You’re such a good kitty Kozmo!

Erica picks Kozmo up and gives her a hug. 

ERICA (CONT’D)
You’re the best little kitty in the 
world, aren’t you? (in high-pitched 
cat-voice) Yes I am! Yes I am the 
best little kitty in the world!

Erica’s father, ETHAN (40’s), walks out of his bedroom. He’s 
dressed in a blue collared shirt ready to go to work. 

ERICA (CONT’D)
Can I have some gas money? 

Ethan pulls out his wallet. He hands her some cash.

Erica watches as Ethan steps into the kitchen. The silence 
between them would be considered awkward at best.

Ethan grabs the smiling lunch bag from the counter and heads 
out the door. 

5.



As the door snaps shut:  

ERICA (CONT’D)
Bye!

Erica sighs at the lack of a response. Then she perks up with 
the cat toy in hand and continues to play with kitty. 

ERICA (CONT’D)
At least I have you right Kozmo? 
Here you go kitty, get it! You’re 
such a good kitty!

Erica puts her hand to her head and winces. 

ERICA (CONT’D)
Kozmo doesn’t get hangovers does 
she? No she doesn’t! Good Kozmo!

Erica throws a cat toy across the room. Kozmo chases and 
pounces on it. 

Erica’s phone indicates she’s received a text from Sierra. 

Via text message:

SIERRA
party tonite pick me up @9

ERICA
aight 

SIERRA
imma introduce you to a guy 

ERICA
who? 

SIERRA
james.

ERICA
hawt?

SIERRA
duh!

ERICA
k c u at 9

Kozmo comes over to Erica. 
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ERICA (CONT’D)
You wanna go to a party Kozmo? No? 
Ok suit yourself! You can just stay 
here and take a cat-nap!

Erica tosses the cat toy and Kozmo pounces it. 

INT. ERICA AND ETHAN’S HOUSE - ERICA’S BEDROOM - NIGHT

Erica puts her smart phone into the stereo and turns it on. 

Erica opens up her closet. She dances as she picks out pants 
and a shirt. She pulls the pants up. Buttons the pants. She 
pulls the shirt on. She straps her shoes. 

Erica puts on her makeup. Blush, mascara, lipstick. A photo 
of her mother is tucked under the frame of the mirror. She 
glances at it for the slightest moment and then goes right 
back to putting on makeup. 

She places a plate of food in the microwave and leaves a note 
for her dad. She grabs her purse and leaves, turning out the 
light.

INT. SIERRA’S APARTMENT - NIGHT

Erica sits on the toilet fixing up her eyelashes in a 
handheld mirror while Sierra curls her hair. 

Erica makes a funny face at Sierra. Sierra makes a funny face 
back at her and they both laugh at each other. 

They use a dry-erase marker on the mirror to draw pictures 
around their reflections. 

Sierra takes her eyeliner pencil and draws two tears next to 
her eye and Erica puts a bandana over her head then they both 
act like gangsters. 

They take a bunch of goofy selfies and burst into laughter. 

EXT. CITYSCAPE - NIGHT

Electronic music thumps to images of electric city streets. 

INT. ERICA’S CAR - NIGHT

Erica and Sierra dance to the music in their seats. 
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INT. ERICA’S CAR - NIGHT - LATER

Sierra hangs her arm out of the window feeling the air breeze 
by, her hair flowing with the wind. 

They stop at a stoplight. Erica locks eyes with a homeless 
man holding a sign on the median. 

The sign reads:

PLEASE HELP GOD BLESS

He smiles at her warmly. Embarrassed, she turns away to 
ignore him and smiles at Sierra. 

EXT. GAS STATION - NIGHT

Erica and Sierra flirt with a guy to get him to buy liquor 
for them. 

He comes out with two bottles of liquor and they both kiss 
him on each cheek at the same time.

INT. PARTY APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM - NIGHT

Erica and Sierra walk into the party. 

Colored lights splash the dark walls with red, green, and 
blue light. Music thumps. 

INT. PARTY APARTMENT - KITCHEN - NIGHT - LATER

Erica takes shots with Sierra and others. They cheer each 
other on as they consume more and more.

INT. PARTY APARTMENT - HALLWAY - NIGHT - LATER

Sierra takes some pills out of her purse and hands them to 
James and nods and points over to Erica who is dancing in the 
living room. 

INT. PARTY APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM - NIGHT - LATER

Dubstep blasts through a stereo. Erica and Sierra dance. Guys 
soon join them. JAMES (20’s), stands across the room looking 
at Erica. Erica notices him noticing her. 

SIERRA
That’s the guy. That’s James.
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Erica smiles coyly at him. He approaches Erica. 

INT. PARTY APARTMENT - BEDROOM - NIGHT - LATER

A pair of male hands open a small unmarked case filled with 
different pills. 

James picks two out and closes the case. Erica looks at 
James. James puts a pill in his mouth, chases it down with a 
swig of beer. 

Erica opens her mouth for him. He places a pill on the tip of 
her tongue. Erica takes a swig to down the pill. Erica puts 
the bottle down on an end table.     

Sierra opens the door. She see’s Erica with James and gives 
her an okay sign with her hand and takes a step back out of 
the room and closes the door. 

James stares deeply into Erica’s eyes. The chemistry turns 
serious. James launches into her with a deep kiss.  

INT. PARTY APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM - NIGHT

Loud music thumps. Sierra talks in a PARTY GUY’s ear. He 
talks into hers. He grabs her hand and they go off somewhere 
together. 

INT. PARTY APARTMENT - KITCHEN - NIGHT

Erica continues taking shots with James and Sierra. 

INT. PARTY APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM - NIGHT

They dance to the music. Erica get’s lost in the music as 
lights strobe all around her. 

LATER

Music still blasts away. Erica, inebriated, approaches 
another girl and yells a little too close to her ear.

ERICA
Hey. Have you seen Sierra?

The girl leans away from Erica and shrugs her shoulders. 
Erica approaches someone else and they shake their heads.
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EXT. PARTY APARTMENT - PARKING LOT - NIGHT

Erica stumbles from the hallway out into the parking lot and 
digs her keys out of her purse. The thumping music fades as 
she walks towards her car. 

Erica fumbles the keys and drops them. She picks them up and 
tries to unlock the door to her car. She laughs at herself. 

ERICA
(seriously)

You can do this Erica. Be strong.

The door clicks unlocked. She sings as she gets in. 

ERICA (CONT’D)
Yes! I-I-I am the champion, my 
frieeeeend...

Erica burps in the middle of singing.

ERICA (CONT’D)
Whoops! 

She slams the door shut.  

EXT. STREET - NIGHT

Erica drives out of the parking lot and onto the street.

Erica’s eyelids grow heavy. She tries to lift them up but 
everything out of the windshield is a blurry wobble. 
Blackness overcomes her.

Her car slowly veers right and left all over the road. 

The car rolls off the street and gently runs over a mailbox, 
coming to a complete stop. 

LATER

Blue and red lights flash onto Erica’s car and the 
surrounding neighborhood. Officer McKenzie walks up to the 
drivers side window and shines his light into her car. 

Officer McKenzie leans over to see Erica passed out in the 
drivers seat. He opens her door and shakes her awake. 

OFFICER MCKENZIE
Ma’am? Ma’am. 
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Erica opens her eyes, lifts her head from the steering wheel, 
and looks at him. She’s just plain goofy at this point. 

ERICA 
Heya there officer!

OFFICER MCKENZIE
Ma’am, have you been drinking? 

ERICA
What’s it look like? 

OFFICER MCKENZIE
It looks like you’re drunk and 
drove off the road. 

ERICA
Fine work, detective!

Erica laughs at him. He rolls his eyes.

OFFICER MCKENZIE
Ma’am, I need you to get out of the 
vehicle. 

ERICA
(mocking)

Ma’am I need you to get out of the 
vehicular!

Erica giggles.

OFFICER MCKENZIE
I will not tell you again, get out 
of the vehicle! 

ERICA
Ok, ok Mr. Officer Sir! See I’m 
sobrober enough to get out of 
the...ugh...I don’t feel so...

Erica tries to exit the vehicle but falls onto the ground and 
passes out. Officer McKenzie pulls the radio from his 
shoulder and calls into dispatch. 

OFFICER MCKENZIE
I have a five-oh-two on nintey 
fourth street south of Lake Mary 
Drive. Eleven forty-one please 
dispatch an ambulance immediately.  

DISPATCH
Ten-four. Ambulance is on it’s way. 
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Officer McKenzie picks Erica up and leans her against the 
car. She is OUT of it, babbling. 

ERICA
You saved me occifer how can I ever 
repay you? 

Erica throws up on him.

OFFICER MCKENZIE
Oh great.

She’s passed out. He looks at her and shakes his head while 
throwing his arms up in the air in reaction to being barfed 
on.

Across the street Sierra watches Erica and the officer and 
bites her lip in worry and remorse. 

James comes around the corner, not noticing what’s happening 
across the street.

JAMES
Hey! Where you been? Have you seen 
Erica? 

SIERRA
Shhh...she’s over there. 

Sierra points to Erica across the street. Officer McKenzie is 
trying to revive her. 

SIERRA (CONT’D)
She tried to leave. 

JAMES
Hey you’re the one that wanted me 
to give her the pills. 

SIERRA
I know but I didn’t think something 
like this would happen! 
Just...look, you better never say 
anything! 

JAMES
I barely know her. I’ll probably 
never see her again. 

SIERRA
Let’s hope so.

Sierra looks back over at Erica. 
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INT. HOSPITAL ROOM - DAY

Erica sleeps in the hospital bed. Her dad, Ethan, sits next 
to her in a chair reading a newspaper. 

Erica slowly opens her eyes and winces at the sun bathing the 
room with bright light through the window. She places the 
palm of her hand against her throbbing forehead. 

She looks over at Ethan. He doesn’t acknowledge her. She 
turns her head back towards the ceiling. She looks over 
again. 

Finally:  

ERICA
Aren’t you gonna yell at me? 

Ethan stonewalls her, blocking her with the newspaper. 

ERICA (CONT’D)
Dad? 

No response.

ERICA (CONT’D)
Yo!

His eyes don’t move from the newspaper. 

ERICA (CONT’D)
Ugh! Please say something!

Erica looks away from him. 

ERICA (CONT’D)
God I feel like shit. 

Ethan pulls his paper down to see her. 

ETHAN
Good. Maybe you’ll learn your 
lesson this time. 

ERICA
Here we go again.

ETHAN
Yes, here we go again. I’m tired of 
this Erica. Drinking? Drugs? 

ERICA
It’s no big deal.
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ETHAN
Right, it’s no big deal. I lost 
your mother and now you want me to 
lose you too? 

ERICA
Don’t bring her into this!

Ethan stands up.

ETHAN
I’ll bring it up if I damn well 
please. The doctors told me you’re 
lucky to be alive right now. You 
almost drank and drugged yourself 
to death last night. You could’ve 
hurt someone else too. 

Erica turns onto her side to look away from him. 

ETHAN (CONT’D)
It’s all about you isn’t it? 

ERICA
I’m the one in the hospital. 

ETHAN
Because of your own actions. 

ERICA
Just let me screw up and leave me 
alone. 

ETHAN
It doesn’t work that way. 

ERICA
I’m an adult I don’t need a baby 
sitter.

ETHAN
You sure about that? It seems to me 
that without these doctors and 
nurses you wouldn’t be doing too 
well right now. This little stunt 
has landed you in some pretty hot 
water. You’ll have to go to court 
you know. 

ERICA
Bring it on. I like court. I hope I 
get to see Judge Judy.
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ETHAN
Everything’s just a joke to you. 
You think you’ll be laughing in 
jail? 

ERICA
Whatever.

ETHAN
Whatever is right. I have to go to 
work. I’m already late because of 
this crap. 

Ethan shakes his head as he walks off out of the room. Erica 
crosses her arms.

ERICA
I’m sure Mars will still be there.

INT. ERICA AND ETHAN’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - DAY

Erica sits on the couch with a blanket over her legs watching 
television holding a coffee cup full of chicken noodle soup. 
Saltine crackers and their crumbs litter the coffee table. 

Ethan walks in through the front door. Erica watches him 
cross the living room. He places his thermos on the counter. 
He looks over and eyes the dirty dishes stacked up in the 
sink.

ETHAN
(sarcastically)

I see you’ve been hard at work 
today.

ERICA
I’m supposed to rest and have 
plenty of clear fluids. Doctor’s 
orders. 

Ethan pulls a folded pack of documents from his back pocket, 
unfolds them, and hands it to Erica.

ETHAN
From our lawyer. You got lucky. The 
court offered you pretrial 
diversion for the DUI.
You get to do a hundred and twenty 
hours of community service.

ERICA
You call that lucky?
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ETHAN
Don’t press it.

Erica takes the paper from him. She takes a quick look at it. 

ERICA
I’d rather go to jail.

ETHAN
Suit yourself. Oh, and you can’t 
drive for a while so you better 
dust off your old bike. 

ERICA
I think it has a flat tire.

ETHAN
Then you better air it up. I need 
to get back to work. 

ERICA
Of course you do. 

ETHAN
It’s not like you’re out there 
looking for a job.     

ERICA
Nobody in my generation has a job. 
The definition of a ‘Millenial’ is 
‘One with no job.’ 

ETHAN
Maybe you should make your own.

ERICA
Oh yes, let me grab my magic wand. 

She grabs an imaginary magic wand and swings it around. 

ERICA (CONT’D)
Penny punny alimagunny makes me a 
job so I can haz money. See Dad, no 
job.

ETHAN
It’s not magic Erica. Find a human 
need and use your skills to fill 
it. 

ERICA
I’m pretty good at Mario Kart. 
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ETHAN
I need to go. My work is important.

ERICA
I’m sure the fate of humanity rests 
on your shoulders.  

ETHAN
The fate on humanity very well 
could rest on my shoulders if 
everyone in your generation is like 
you. I need to go. This damn rover 
isn’t going to launch itself into 
outer space. Stay out of trouble!

Ethan walks out of the front door.

ERICA
(yelling)

E.T. HOME PHONE!

INT. ERICA AND ETHAN’S HOUSE - GARAGE

Erica lifts the garage door open and steps inside. 

A large unfinished model rocket sits prominently in the 
middle of the table in the middle of the garage. Smaller 
rockets and parts are strewn all around it. 

Erica looks longingly at the large rocket. She reaches out 
and briskly touches the tip.  

Erica pulls away and turns her attention to a rusty, dusty 
bike sitting against the side of the garage. She bends down 
and grabs a pump sitting in front of it and looks up at the 
bike.

ERICA
Okay, let’s get you fixed up. 

EXT. SIDEWALK - DAY

Erica pedals her bike through different parts of the city. 

It’s been a long time since she’s ridden her bike so she has 
fun with it and kicks her legs out and hi-fives someone she 
passes.  
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INT. COUNTY CORRECTIONS OFFICE - WAITING ROOM - DAY

Erica stares out of a waiting room window. She clutches her 
court papers. RAMONA opens a door and calls out from the 
doorway.

RAMONA
Erica?  

ERICA
Right here.

RAMONA
I’m Ramona. I’m your ACS officer. 
Please come with me.  

Erica jumps up and heads through the door and Ramona follows 
her into the corridor. 

INT. COUNTY CORRECTIONS OFFICE - RAMONA’S OFFICE - DAY

Erica sits across from Ramona’s desk. Ramona reads some 
paperwork. She’s had this same meeting with hundreds of 
delinquent individuals. It’s beyond routine. 

Erica sits quietly waiting, watching Ramona. When Ramona is 
done she looks up at Erica. 

RAMONA
You’ve read the Alternative 
Community Service contract? 

Erica nods. 

RAMONA (CONT’D)
Do you have a job? Go to school? 

ERICA
Uh uh.

RAMONA
Is that a yes or a no?

ERICA
No. I do not have a job or go to 
school.

RAMONA
Ok then you’ll have plenty of time 
to spend doing community service. 
We need to assign you to a 
worksite. Ever work in a garden?  
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Erica shakes her head. 

RAMONA (CONT’D)
It’s a yes or no question. 

ERICA
No.

RAMONA
I wouldn’t suppose you have any 
construction experience.

ERICA
Nope. 

RAMONA
Do you have any skills? 

ERICA
I can rock your world at Mario 
Kart.  

RAMONA
I see. I tell you what, we could 
really use your help at the soup 
kitchen. 

ERICA
I don’t want to work in a soup 
kitchen! 

RAMONA
Ok great, soup kitchen it is. 

ERICA
What else is there I’ll do 
anything.

RAMONA
You can clean bathrooms at the 
county parks. 

ERICA
Did I say I didn’t want to work in 
a soup kitchen? I thought you said 
something else. That actually 
sounds quite lovely. 

Ramona mugs her and pulls a paper from a bin near her desk. 
She places it in front of Erica. 

RAMONA
Here’s the information for the soup 
kitchen. This has the address. 
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Fill out your hours each day. 
ANGELA is the supervisor there. She 
has to sign this form each day you 
work. Understand? 

Erica nods.

RAMONA (CONT’D)
You can’t drive for ninety days. 
After that you’ll need to have an 
ignition interlock installed on 
your car in order to drive. 
Understand?

ERICA
Got it. 

RAMONA
Sign this contract and you’re 
official. Be sure to call in once a 
month. The instructions are on the 
information sheet. 

Erica signs the contract. 

RAMONA (CONT’D)
And for pete’s sake don’t drink or 
do any drugs or you’ll be 
automatically revoked from the 
program. That means jail time. 
Understand?

ERICA
Got it. I just want to do my time 
and get out of your life.

Erica pushes the contract over to Ramona.

RAMONA
I hope that’s true. I’m going to go 
make a copy of this for your 
records. Back in a sec. 

EXT. CLOTHING BOUTIQUE - DAY

Erica and Sierra slowly walk around perusing the racks of 
clothing. 

ERICA
I was so wasted.
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SIERRA
I shouldn’t of left you alone. I 
was pretty messed up too. 

ERICA
It’s not your fault. 

SIERRA
Yeah well you could’ve been hurt. I 
should’ve taken your keys away or 
somethin’.  

ERICA
It’s no biggie. I just ran over a 
mailbox.

SIERRA
Isn’t that, like, a federal crime? 

ERICA
No, It’s not like I opened their 
mail or something. I just...broke 
the mailbox. But that’s not the 
worst thing.

SIERRA
What. Tell me. 

ERICA
I can’t. It’s gross. 

SIERRA
What is it? Tell me please. 

ERICA
I barfed on the cop.

SIERRA
Wait what? 

ERICA
I barfed on the cop that found me. 
Like, all over him.

SIERRA
Ewwwwwww!

ERICA
I know, right? Poor guy!

SIERRA
You know they say cops have a tough 
job but you just took it to a whole 
other level.
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ERICA
I know. I feel kinda bad for him.

SIERRA
Isn’t it illegal to throw up on 
someone?

ERICA
Well, my lovely lawyer explained 
that technically it could be 
considered assaulting an officer - 
but it was an accident and he isn’t 
pressing charges.

SIERRA
That’s nice of him. If you barfed 
on me I’d throw the book at you. 

ERICA
Thanks. 

SIERRA
So all they did was take away your 
license?

ERICA
No they’re forcing me to do 
community service, too. I have to 
serve food to icky homeless people.  

SIERRA
Ew. I’d rather go to jail. 

ERICA
That’s what I said. Except I don’t 
know karate to fight off any 
Bubba’s. Wait. Are there bubbas in 
female prison? What’s the female 
version of a bubba? A bubbette?    

Sierra stares at her in wonder.

SIERRA
Erica, I swear the weirdest stuff 
comes from that head of yours 
sometimes. 

ERICA
It’s a legitimate question!

Sierra holds up some ridiculous shirt.

SIERRA
What do you think?
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ERICA
I think your sense of fashion 
should go to jail.

SIERRA
Shut up!

Sierra gives Erica a friendly shove.  

EXT. SIDEWALK - DAY

Erica rides her through different streets. 

INT. SOUP KITCHEN - LOBBY - DAY

Workers prepare food for the day. Erica walks in and 
approaches the activity. Angela sees her standing there. 

ANGELA
You must be Erica. 

Erica nods and walks up to her. 

ANGELA (CONT’D)
You’re late. 

ERICA
They won’t let me drive. 

ANGELA
That doesn’t matter. You were 
supposed to come in early so we 
could go over everything.

ERICA
I don’t know if you’ve noticed but 
I’m here because I’m a screw up. 

ANGELA
That may be but every day is 
another chance to turn it all 
around. Since there isn’t time for 
proper introductions...

Angela turns to the rest of the crew.

ANGELA (CONT’D)
...hey everyone! This is Erica. 
Erica this is everyone.

They all wave or nod. Angela turns to Erica. 
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ANGELA (CONT’D)
We got work to do. Since you’re 
new, we’ll get you started doing 
something...easy.

Angela smiles at Erica. 

INT. SOUP KITCHEN - KITCHEN - LATER

Erica’s sleeves are rolled up. She slaves away scrubbing huge 
pots and pans. She’s almost choking on the hot steam. 

Erica gets frustrated and shoves a pot down into the water. 
She wipes the sweat from her forehead with her forearm. Then 
she digs back in.   

INT. SOUP KITCHEN - OFFICE - LATER

Erica knocks on the door. Her hair is mussed and she’s slumpy 
and tired. 

ANGELA
All done? 

Erica hands Angela the log sheet. Angela signs the sheet and 
hands it back. Erica turns around.

ANGELA (CONT’D)
Hey.

Erica turns around to face Angela.

ANGELA (CONT’D)
Thank you.

Erica nods.

ANGELA (CONT’D)
Screwing up is a temporary 
condition, if you want it to be. 

Erica nods again then turns to leave. Angela watches Erica as 
she walks away. 

EXT. SOUP KITCHEN - PARKING LOT - DAY

Erica walks out the door followed by RYAN (late teens/early 
twenties), one of the kitchen crew.

RYAN
Hi. I’m Ryan. 
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ERICA
(deflecting)

Hi. Ryan.

RYAN
They had you on dish duty huh? 

ERICA
(disinterested)

Yup. 

RYAN
Cool.

ERICA
Not really. 

RYAN
You’re here for the Community 
Service hours, right? Hey, at least 
you did your good deed for the day. 

ERICA
I suppose so. 

RYAN
Alright, well, I’ll see you around. 

Erica turns toward her bike.

ERICA
Aw crapadoodle!

RYAN
What?

ERICA
My bike. 

RYAN
No, wait - did you say 
‘crapadoodle’?

ERICA
Yes, it’s my favorite word. Here, 
I’ll use it in a sentence for you: 
“Aww crapadoodle my bike tire’s 
flat!”  

RYAN
It’s just that I’ve never heard 
that before. 

25.



ERICA
Hmmm...me neither. I guess I’m just 
creative like that.

Erica turns her attention back to her bike and kicks it.

RYAN
I can give you a ride. 

ERICA
I’m pretty sure it’s out of your 
way.

RYAN
It’s okay I’m not busy or anything.

Erica thinks over her options.

ERICA
Fine then. 

Ryan opens the trunk. Erica grabs her bike and walks it 
towards his car.   

RYAN
Let me get it.

ERICA
I got it. 

RYAN
I know. It’s just that you’re...

ERICA
What?

RYAN
You know...and I’m a...

ERICA
I’m a girl and you’re a guy and 
you’re supposed to be all 
chivalrous and lift it into the 
trunk for me is that right? 

RYAN
Yeah. 

ERICA
Thanks, guy, but I got this. 

RYAN
Suit yourself, buddy.
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Erica grunts while lifting the heavy old bike into the trunk 
of his car.  

RYAN (CONT’D)
Lemme...

ERICA
No I got this.

RYAN
It doesn’t look like...

Erica utterly struggles to lift the old heavy bike but she 
eventually gets the bike into the trunk. Ryan enjoys the 
show. Erica blows the hair from her face.

ERICA
See. I got it.

RYAN
(giggling)

I see that.

INT. ERICA AND ETHAN’S HOUSE - GARAGE

The garage door opens. Erica wheels her bike into the garage. 
Ryan follows her. He immediately notices the large rocket on 
the table. 

RYAN
Wow! Is that a Saturn V? 

ERICA
Yup. 

RYAN
Is it yours? 

ERICA
My dad and I used to build rockets 
together. 

Ryan notices the dust on the rocket.

RYAN
Why don’t you finish it? 

ERICA
It’s something we did when I was a 
kid. 

RYAN
So?
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ERICA
So I’m all grown up now. I know you 
still play with GI JOE dolls but I 
hung up my Barbies a long time ago.

RYAN
They’re not dolls, they’re action 
figures! 

ERICA
Which is euphemism for ‘dolls’.

RYAN
They’re not dolls!

Erica laughs at the fact she got him all riled up.

RYAN (CONT’D)
I’m glad I amuse you. Anyway this 
rocket is cool. If it were mine I’d 
totally finish it. 

ERICA
Be my guest. 

RYAN
Why don’t you finish it with your 
dad? 

ERICA
He doesn’t really have time. He’s 
too busy building a real one at 
NASA. 

RYAN
You’re dad works at NASA? That’s 
awesome!  

ERICA
He’s working on the rocket that’ll 
take the new Mars rover into space. 
That’s how we got started building 
the models. I guess he thought I’d 
be as smart as him.

RYAN
I’m sure you’re plenty smart. These 
are the kind that actually fly 
right?

ERICA
Yeah. We used to go out into fields 
and launch them. 
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RYAN
That’s awesome. 

Erica looks over at the rocket. 

ERICA
It’s just a piece of cardboard 
flying through the air. Let’s get 
out of here. 

She gives the rocket an earnest look and leaves. 

INT. ERICA AND ETHAN’S HOUSE - ERICA’S BEDROOM - NIGHT

Erica falls down onto the bed. She looks over at a picture of 
her, her mom and Ethan. 

She picks it up and examines it for a moment. She moves it 
away to reveal glowing stars on her bedroom ceiling. 

LATER

Erica lies on her bed in front of the laptop while recording 
a video diary entry. She has a laser pointer and plays with 
Kozmo.

ERICA
Today was pretty irritating. Not 
much to say except I think I’m in 
hell. This world just has a way of 
screwing me over. Can’t a girl just 
have some fun? If I were a cat I 
could just sleep, eat, nap, and 
play all day. No care in the world, 
no responsibility. Wouldn’t that be 
nice? The only hard thing about 
being a cat is catching that red 
dot!    

Kozmo tries to get the red dot. No dice. Erica get’s a text. 
It’s Sierra.   

ERICA (CONT’D)
(to camera)

Sorry everyone I’ve gotta text my 
bestie back. I’ll see you later.

Erica reaches over and stops the recording. She grabs her 
phone. 

Via text message:
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ERICA (CONT’D)
wat up?

SIERRA
can u kick it 2nite?

Erica thinks for a minute.

ERICA
yup. Dads workin late 

SIERRA
k. pick u up @ 11

ERICA
aight

INT. PARTY APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM

Heavy electronic music plays at a get-together. Sierra and 
Erica drink. Erica gets up on a table and yells at everyone. 
She falls backwards onto them and they catch her in their 
arms. 

INT. ERICA AND ETHAN’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - NIGHT

Erica walks in through the front door and makes her way 
through the darkness. A lamp turns on. Ethan sits on the 
couch.

ETHAN
Good morning.

Erica stops in her tracks and shakes her head at the sound of 
his voice.

ERICA
Good night.

Ethan stands up.

ETHAN
Where have you been?

ERICA
None of your business. 

ETHAN
Last time I checked I was the only 
paying the mortgage.
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ERICA
So now you start to care? Go to bed 
- you have to be at work early 
tomorrow remember? 

Ethan steps towards her.

ETHAN
And YOU have to work at the soup 
kitchen tomorrow. Wait, have you 
been drinking? 

ERICA
No. Maybe. 

ETHAN
I can’t believe this. I’ll be 
taking you and picking you up 
tomorrow to make sure you’re there. 
If you don’t make it through this 
diversion you can find somewhere 
else to live. 

ERICA
That’s so not fair.

ETHAN
You know what’s not fair? Having a 
daughter whose sole intention in 
life is to end up in jail. Now get 
out of my sight. 

Erica obliges, she stumbles into her room and slams the door. 
Ethan isn’t amused.  

INT. ERICA AND ETHAN’S HOUSE - ERICA’S BEDROOM - DAY

Erica sleeps right through the alarm begging for her 
attention. Ethan opens the door to her bedroom and throws a 
pillow at Erica to wake her up. 

Ethan turns and leaves. Erica does NOT want to get out of bed 
but begrudgingly pulls herself up. 

INT. SOUP KITCHEN - LOBBY - DAY

Ethan escorts Erica into the lobby. Angela notices them. As 
though she didn’t expect to see Erica again: 

ANGELA
You’re back. 
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Erica’s lack of enthusiasm doesn’t go unnoticed. Angela’s 
eyes shift to Ethan.

ETHAN
Hi, I’m Erica’s father. I’m just 
making sure Erica shows up today.

ANGELA
Nice to meet you Ethan. I’ll take 
it from here. Erica you’ll be 
serving up front today.

Erica stands there, pleading with her eyes.  

ANGELA (CONT’D)
Go find Ryan, he’ll tell you what 
to do.

Erica walks off. 

ANGELA (CONT’D)
(to Ethan)

How are you holding up? 

ETHAN
I’m fine. Her mother passed away a 
while ago and, you know, it’s been 
hard on her. 

ANGELA
Well, maybe it’ll do her some good 
to be around other people. 

ETHAN
I hope so. I’ll be by to pick her 
up later. 

ANGELA
Okay, I’ll see you then. 

Angela gives him a warm smile. They lock onto each other for 
just a moment. 

ETHAN
I better go. 

ANGELA
See you.

ETHAN
Bye.

ANGELA
Bye.
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She watches him as he walks off. 

INT. SOUP KITCHEN - LOBBY - DAY

Ryan and Erica wear hair nets next to each other ready to 
serve food. Erica annoyingly adjusts hers. 

ERICA
Hairnets? Really?

RYAN
Food safety.

ERICA
Would hate for hair to get into the 
free food now. 

RYAN
Just because it’s free doesn’t mean 
it should have hair in it. 

Erica lifts a glob of some kind of mushy creamed canned corn 
and let’s it droop back into the pan.

ERICA
You get what you pay for, right?

RYAN
It’s better than nothing.

ERICA
I don’t know about that.

RYAN
Get ready, they’re opening the 
doors.

Patrons start pouring in and before Erica knows it she’s 
serving food to scores of people. A patron, Jerry, files by 
with his plate.  

JERRY
Mornin’.

Erica looks up, uncomfortably, she speaks up. 

ERICA
Good morning. 

Jerry snarls at her and moves on. Another patron, MELISSA, 
comes by.
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MELISSA
Mornin’.

ERICA
Good morning. 

Melissa shakes her head. 

MELISSA
Hmmph.

Melissa moves on. Another patron, Max, arrives.   

MAX
Mornin’.

With apprehension, Erica speaks:

ERICA
Good morning?

Max glowers at her and moves on. Erica can’t take it anymore. 
She moves over close to Ryan. 

ERICA (CONT’D)
Why are these people so rude? 

RYAN
What? I thought everyone was nice 
today. 

ERICA
Every time I say ‘good morning’ 
they look like they want to kill 
me.

Ryan chuckles at her.

RYAN
(chuckles)

Oh, I forgot to mention. Don’t say 
‘good morning’ to a homeless 
person. It’s just ‘mornin’ around 
here. 

ERICA
(sarcastically)

Thanks for the heads up, dude.

Ryan chuckles at her again. With a serious look on her face 
and a pointed finger at Ryan:

ERICA (CONT’D)
Laugh it up, fuzzball. 
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Ryan laughs at her. 

From the other side:

PATRON
Hey! How bout some food!

Erica mouths a ‘sorry’ and jumps back into her place.

INT. SOUP KITCHEN - MONTAGE

Erica continues scooping food. Most of the patrons wear old 
dirty t-shirts. A lot of them have beards.   

DANNY comes through the line. He’s very old. The smell from 
him hits her and she turns her face away while holding her 
breath. He smiles at her. 

DANNY
Thank you.

She forces a smile at him to be polite. When he leaves she 
pinches her nose at Ryan. 

The food bins get emptier and emptier. Finally, she scoops 
food onto the plate of the last person in line. She looks 
exhausted. 

INT. SOUP KITCHEN - LOBBY - LATER

Erica and Ryan take a break while everyone eats. Erica rubs 
her wrist, sore from all the scooping. 

RYAN
The soreness goes away with 
practice.

ERICA
I don’t plan on doing this that 
long. I’m just here to do my time 
and get the heck outta dodge.

Erica looks out at the crowd.

ERICA (CONT’D)
How do these people become 
homeless? 

RYAN
A lot of different reasons. A lot 
of them just can’t find jobs and 
can’t pay bills. 
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Sometimes they get hurt on the job 
and get fired. Some are battered 
women that live in a shelter. Some 
just want the freedom from the 
trappings of modern life. 
Everyone’s got a story around here.

ERICA
Well, I wouldn’t want to be 
homeless on purpose. 

Ignoring that last statement:

RYAN
You got your regulars, then you 
have people that pop in every so 
often. And you have people that 
just need a leg up. The regulars 
depend on us the most. They’re the 
ones that would probably starve to 
death if we weren’t here. A lot of 
them have disabilities or mental 
illness. 

ERICA
Bummer.

RYAN
You wanna go say ‘hi’? It’s always 
nice to get to know people. They 
can always use some good 
conversation. 

ERICA
I don’t think so. 

RYAN
They’re just people.

Erica scans the crowd. Some of them look pretty rough. 

ERICA
Yeah, I’ll pass. What do we do now. 

RYAN
We’ll open the line up for seconds 
here soon. 

ERICA
We’re not done? 

RYAN
Nope. Not until all the food’s 
gone. 
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Erica hangs her head in disappointment. Ryan walks off. Erica 
watches as Ryan walks out and greets some patrons at a table. 
He smiles at them and they shake is hand. 

INT. SOUP KITCHEN - OFFICE - LATER

Erica hands her paperwork to Angela. 

ANGELA
So how was your second day? 

ERICA
My wrist is killing me.

ANGELA
Lot of hungry people out there, 
huh? 

ERICA
I wish there were less so I didn’t 
have to work so hard. 

Angela smiles at Erica because she wishes there were less 
hungry people too, just not for quite the same reason Erica 
is thinking of at the moment.

ANGELA
Here you go, Erica. Have a good 
day. Tell your father I said ‘Hi’ 
for me. 

ERICA
Okay.

Angela hands Erica her paperwork. Angela shakes her head as 
Erica grabs the paperwork and walks out.

EXT. ETHAN’S CAR - ROAD - DAY

Ethan drives Erica and she looks out of the window. She 
notices Ryan’s car. 

ERICA
Dad pull over.

He pulls over. She gets out.

ERICA (CONT’D)
I’ll walk from here.

ETHAN 
Suit yourself. 
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Ethan takes off and she goes over to Ryan’s car. She looks 
around for Ryan. The Florida sun beats down from above and 
she shades her eyes with her hand to see better.

Erica see’s Ryan in the distance near the edge of the woods 
looking down at something in his hand. He then looks up and 
goes marching off down a trail. 

Erica surreptitiously follows Ryan. 

EXT. TRAIL - DAY

Erica watches Ryan from behind some shrubbery. He’s 
constantly looking down at the device in his hand and then 
up. He keeps walking. 

She follows him. 

This continues for a beat until she steps on a branch and 
winces at the noise. He stops, looks over his shoulder. She 
ducks behind a tree. Ryan keeps going. 

She continues to follow him when all of a sudden he TURNS 
AROUND and aims a pepper sprayer at her!

RYAN
I know you’re there! I have pepper 
spray! I’ll shoot it in your eyes!

Erica jumps out from behind a tree.

ERICA
Whoah dude it’s just me.

RYAN
Erica? You scared the crap out of 
me!

Erica busts a gut laughing.

ERICA
I know. You should’ve seen the look 
on your face.

RYAN
That’s not funny! 

ERICA
What? How is that NOT funny? It’s 
like, the definition of funny. 

RYAN
I thought you were an attacker.

38.



She laughs again. 

ERICA
You carry pepper spray with you?
That’s HILARIOUS! And it’s PINK!

RYAN
It’s not even pepper spray, it’s 
just chapstick. 

Erica laughs. 

ERICA
Even better! 

Ryan feels like the butt of a joke so he turns around to 
leave her there. 

ERICA (CONT’D)
What are you doing out here anyway?

RYAN
Nothing I’m gonna tell you about.

Ryan looks down at his GPS and keeps walking down the trail.

ERICA
Oh come on. I’m sorry for making 
fun of your pepper spray. Please 
tell me pleeeeease!

RYAN
No.

Erica makes a pouty face. Ryan caves. Damn she’s good.

RYAN (CONT’D)
Alright. Fine. Come with me and 
I’ll show you.

She smiles real big and follows him. 

ERICA
Aye aye captain!

LATER

Ryan and Erica walk down the trail. Ryan looks down at his 
smart phone and then upward at the trail.. 
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ERICA (CONT’D)
Is it smart that I’m letting a guy 
I barely know lead me into the 
woods? I’m not going to end up in 
the news tomorrow am I?  

RYAN
I haven’t decided yet. 

ERICA
That makes me feel much better.

RYAN
And you’re the one who followed me 
in here, remember?

ERICA
You do have a point there. So what 
are you doing? What’s that thing?

RYAN
I’m using my smart phone’s GPS. 
We’re looking for a geocache. 

ERICA
A what?

RYAN
A geocache. 

ERICA
What’s a geocache?

RYAN
It’s a game. Basically people hide 
geocaches and upload the GPS 
coordinates to the Internet. Then 
other people download the 
coordinates and find the geocache 
using a device with GPS. 

ERICA
Got it. I think. And the point of 
this game is...

RYAN
To find the cache. 

ERICA
Is there a prize in the cache? 

RYAN
You’ll see. The one I’m looking for 
is right up here, just follow me. 
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ERICA
After you.

Ryan continues walking down the trail with Erica in tow. 

LATER

Ryan stops and looks down at his GPS. 

RYAN
We’re close. According to the GPS 
it should be right over here. Look 
for a hidden container of some 
kind. 

ERICA
A hidden container. Right. Let’s 
see what kind of hidden treasure we 
can find. 

Ryan and Erica look around through the bushes and the base of 
the trees in the area. Erica jumps up and lifts a Tupperware 
container into the air.

ERICA (CONT’D)
I found it!

RYAN
Sweet! Hand it here.

She pulls it away from him.

ERICA
Finders keepers! 

RYAN
You can’t keep it! 

ERICA
It’s mine. I found it first!

RYAN
I know but you can’t keep it. We’re 
supposed to open it up and see 
what’s inside.  

ERICA
Oooh! Do you think there’s money? 

RYAN
I highly doubt it. Now hand it 
over. 
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ERICA
Fine. But if there’s money I get to 
keep it!

RYAN
There won’t be.

Erica hands Ryan the Tupperware. He places it on the ground 
and they bend down to examine the contents. 

He opens it up. 

Inside there is a log book, a pen, a whistle, a geocoin, a 
confetti popper, an army man, a golf ball, a chess piece, and 
other little doodads.  

ERICA
It’s just a bunch of junk!

RYAN
No it’s not. It’s stuff that other 
people left behind. SCORE! Look a 
geocoin!

ERICA
What’s a geocoin?

RYAN
It’s a coin that belongs to 
someone. This one is awesome! Check 
it out.

He hands it to Erica. She holds it up and takes a look at it.  

ERICA
There’s some kind of code on the 
coin. PCFD03. What’s that? 

RYAN
It’s the tracking number. You can 
‘discover’ it on your profile and 
get an icon. 

ERICA
This might actually be worth 
something. Can I keep it? 

RYAN
No. That would be stealing. 

Ryan grabs the coin and puts it back into the geocache.
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RYAN (CONT’D)
This is a great cache I’m gonna 
leave my pathtag here too.

ERICA
You and your lingo man. What’s a 
Pathtag? 

RYAN
It’s a personalized little coin you 
can place into a cache. Finding it 
means that you’ve crossed paths 
with the person it belongs to. 

ERICA
Wow amazing!

RYAN
I know right!

ERICA
I was being facetious. 

Ryan pulls one of his Pathtags from his pocket and puts it in 
the cache. Then he pulls the confetti popper from the 
container. 

He pulls the string and pops it in her face. Erica starts 
spitting.

ERICA (CONT’D)
You got some in my mouth!

Ryan laughs.

RYAN
That’s what you get!

Erica grabs the whistle from the container and blows it.

ERICA
Rape! Rape!

Ryan grabs the whistle.

RYAN
Hey that’s not funny!

ERICA
Yeah it is!

RYAN
No it’s not. 
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ERICA
Not even a little?

RYAN
Ok, maybe a little.

They chuckle. Ryan pulls the log book and a pen from the 
geocache. 

RYAN (CONT’D)
Ok this is a log book. I’m gonna 
date and sign it to log the find. 

ERICA
You’re such a dork. 

RYAN
Yep, that’s me. Dorky Ryan.

ERICA
You know making fun of you isn’t 
much fun if you agree. How many of 
these have you found anyway?

RYAN
(proudly)

This makes nine hundred and twenty 
six.

ERICA
WHAT? Holy crap! 

RYAN
Let’s just say I’ve been doing this 
a while.

ERICA
That’s a lot of time spent looking 
around for little boxes of junk 
dude. (feigning seriousness) Are 
you okay? Do you need to see 
someone? I know a good 
psychiatrist. 

RYAN
Funny.

ERICA
I try.

RYAN
I think YOU’RE the dork.
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ERICA
That’s me, dorky Erica. 

RYAN
You got that right. Let’s go. 

Ryan places the lid back onto the cache. 

ERICA
You have to admit, I’m pretty 
adorkable. 

Ryan shakes his head. 

INT. ERICA AND ETHAN’S HOUSE - KITCHEN - DAY

Ethan sips a coffee and reads the newspaper. Erica walks in 
wearing pajamas. She saunters like a zombie. 

ERICA
You know most people read the news 
on the Internet these days.

Erica hangs onto the moment waiting for a response that 
doesn’t come. 

Erica pours herself a cup of coffee and sits down with him. 
Ethan continues reading, ignoring her. 

ETHAN
You think you can make it to the 
soup kitchen on your own today? 

ERICA
Yeah. 

ETHAN
Good, I need to get to work.

Erica acknowledges him.

ETHAN (CONT’D)
And look I’m sorry for yelling at 
you. I just want the best for you.

ERICA
I know.

Ethane folds the paper up and gets up from the table. He 
rinses out his mug and sets it on the counter. 
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Erica watches him as he grabs his jacket and heads out the 
door to work. Erica hangs her head in disappointment, turning 
her attention back to her coffee. 

Kozmo jumps up on the table and Erica reaches out to pet her. 

ERICA (CONT’D)
At least you love me, right Kozmo? 

Kozmo runs away. Erica sighs. 

EXT. SIDEWALK - DAY

Erica pedals along down a street on her bike. 

INT. SOUP KITCHEN - DAY 

A glob of shepherd’s pie slaps down onto a plate. Ryan scoops 
the food while Erica dishes out salad with tongs.   

An elderly woman, MAY, comes through the line. 

After the food is gone Erica and Ryan watch everyone eat.

ERICA
I think it would suck to be 
homeless.

RYAN
You think? 

ERICA
I mean, where do you sleep if you 
don’t have somewhere to sleep?

RYAN
There are some shelters. But a lot 
of them just sleep under bridges 
and behind bushes. Wherever.

ERICA
I’d never do that. Why don’t they 
just get a job?

RYAN
You really don’t read much do you?

ERICA
I read all the time. The Internet 
is full of words you know. 
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RYAN
I meant the news. There will always 
be people that are homeless and 
hungry until...

ERICA
Until what?

RYAN
Until the world decides it won’t be 
that way anymore. Let’s go say ‘hi’ 
to some of the nice folks shall we?  

ERICA
I’ll be right here. 

RYAN
Oh no you don’t. 

ERICA
You can’t make me. 

ANGELA
If you want me to sign your 
paperwork for today you’ll get out 
there. 

Erica is startled by Angela’s voice behind her. 

ERICA
Fine.

ANGELA
Go on now.

Erica walks out to the rows of homeless eating away at their 
food. There is a spot in front of MAY, who is busy scribbling 
on a paper napkin. 

Erica sits down. 

ERICA
Hi.

May doesn’t reply. 

ERICA (CONT’D)
I’m Erica.

No response.

ERICA (CONT’D)
Whatchya drawing there? 
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May just doesn’t acknowledge Erica’s presence. Erica looks 
around pondering her escape from May’s awkward silence. 

May crumples up the napkin and picks up her tray and leaves. 
Erica watches May walk away and the napkin falls off the 
tray. Erica gets up and walks over and picks up the napkin as 
May empties the tray and leaves. 

Erica opens the napkin to reveal that it is covered in 
mathematical equations. Erica looks up as May walks out the 
door.

Erica walks over to Ryan. 

RYAN
Of everyone here you had to try to 
talk to the one person that has 
never said a word to anyone.

ERICA
That’s usually how my luck works. 
So she drops this napkin and it’s 
full of math. What’s up with that? 

RYAN
I heard she used to be a math 
professor here at the university. I 
guess she has some mental illness 
now. She doesn’t talk and scribbles 
equations all the time. 

ERICA
That’s...really sad. Does she have 
family? 

RYAN
Not that I know of. We just feed 
them.

Erica looks down at the napkin.

ERICA
As soon as they started mixing 
letters with numbers in high school 
I was lost. 

RYAN
Why does that not surprise me.

ERICA
Wow, is that...

She pauses for emphasis.
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ERICA (CONT’D)
...a comeback? I think there’s hope 
for you yet buddy. 

Erica rubs his hair and walks off. Ryan smiles. 

EXT. FOOTBRIDGE - DAY

Erica and Ryan walk along a footbridge. Erica stops to look 
over at the traffic. Ryan stands beside her and looks over 
too. He looks over at her as she stares ahead. The sunset is 
beautiful.

EXT. PARK - DAY

Ryan and Erica look around some bushes. 

RYAN
It’s got to be here somewhere. 
We’re right on ground zero. 

ERICA
Just keep looking. 

RYAN
Hold on. Let’s just step back and 
look around.

They stand next to each other and stare at the foliage in 
front of them. 

RYAN (CONT’D)
It’s gotta be there.

ERICA
Where?

He walks towards a spot and picks up a piece of wood and 
looks underneath it.

RYAN
Right there!

He turns the wood around for Erica to see that the underneath 
of the small log is hollowed out with a plastic box.

ERICA
Awesome! 

LATER
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Erica and Ryan are at another Ground Zero looking around for 
a cache. 

Erica excitedly pops up with a container! Ryan pumps his 
fist.

Erica and Ryan sit down in the grass. Ryan opens the 
container. It’s full of little doodads. 

Erica grabs a finger skateboard from the container. She runs 
it up Ryan’s leg and does a flip with it onto the ground. 

Erica puts it back into the cache. She pulls out a ribbon 
that says #1 DAD on it. 

Erica takes a cat toy out of her pocket and trades it for the 
ribbon. Ryan signs the logbook. They get up and Ryan puts it 
back where he found it. 

LATER

Ryan and Erica walk to the playground. Erica reaches out and 
touches Ryan’s arm.

ERICA (CONT’D)
Tag! Your it!

Erica runs away. 

RYAN
I don’t think so!

Ryan runs after her. She dodges him in and around the jungle 
gym. He can’t catch her. He runs out of breath, bending over 
with his hands on his knees. 

ERICA
What’s the matter, can’t catch a 
girl? 

Ryan lunges towards her and gets her before she can get away.

RYAN
Tag. You’re it! 

ERICA
Cheater!

MOMENTS LATER

They take a seat on two swings next to each other facing 
opposite directions.  
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RYAN
I need to sit.

ERICA
You need to get into shape. 

RYAN
Yeah tell me about it. 

ERICA
I guess treasure hunting in real 
life isn’t as physically demanding 
as it is in the movies, huh? 

RYAN
Not really. It involves more hiking 
than running. Of course, movies 
usually have some bad guy that’s 
after the same treasure. 

ERICA
True. Maybe we should make a movie 
about an evil treasure hunter 
that’s trying to get to the useless 
junk before we do. 

RYAN
Oh, you’re just hilarious aren’t 
you? 

ERICA
I’m just a barrel of monkeys. 

RYAN
You’re a barrel of monkeys? 

Erica scratches her armpits and sounds like a monkey. 

RYAN (CONT’D)
Wow you really are a barrel of 
monkeys!

ERICA
An ADORKABLE barrel of monkeys.

RYAN
So check it out. There’s a rumor of 
a very special geocache hidden on 
the beach. It’s not easy to find 
but they say that if you find it, 
you’ll learn the meaning of life. I 
want to find it for my 1,000th 
geocache milestone.
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ERICA
The meaning of life, huh? It’s 
probably an empty container. 

RYAN
You really think so? 

ERICA
After my mom died I realized that 
there isn’t anything out there. 
Nothing really matters and we’re 
all just gonna die anyway. 

RYAN
I wouldn’t say that. 

ERICA
Oh really. What would you say? 

RYAN
Well maybe you’re right there isn’t 
anything ‘out there’ because 
everything is you. 

ERICA
Wow. That made NO sense.

RYAN
What I’m trying to say is that it’s 
all one thing. You and me and the 
sun and even trees are all just a 
part of a whole. That’s why I like 
volunteering at the soup kitchen. I 
feel like taking care of someone 
else is like taking care of myself. 

Erica stares at him. She lifts her arm and makes an explosion 
with her hand near her head.

ERICA
Mind. Blown. I have never really 
thought of it that way. You know in 
a weird way you’re kind of like, 
hella smart.

RYAN
Thanks. I’ll try to take that as a 
compliment.

Erica tilts her heads up towards the sky. 
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ERICA
I don’t know what to think. I’m 
sure there’s a meaning to all this 
mess but I wouldn’t have a clue 
where to start looking.  

Ryan joins her in looking up at the sky. 

RYAN
Maybe you don’t have to. 

Erica looks over at Ryan.

INT. ERICA AND ETHAN’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - NIGHT

Erica pulls the #1 DAD ribbon she found in the geocache from 
behind her back. She reaches over and pins it on his shirt. 

ERICA
There you go. 

ETHAN
For me?

ERICA
Yeah, just for you. 

ETHAN
For what?

ERICA
For always being there.

ETHAN
Well, that’s easy. You won’t move 
out!

Erica slaps him on the shoulder.

ERICA
You know what I mean.

ETHAN
If you say so. 

ERICA
It’s a compliment, just say ‘thank 
you’.

ETHAN
Thank you. 
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ERICA
That’s better. Now, I want you to 
know that I invited a friend over 
for dinner and you’re going to help 
me cook. 

ETHAN
Do I have to? 

ERICA
Yup, just like we used to.

Erica grabs his beer. 

ETHAN
Hey! 

ERICA
Help me cook and you can have your 
beer. 

ETHAN
Okay, okay, jeez.

He follows his beer into the kitchen. 

INT. ERICA AND ETHAN’S HOUSE - KITCHEN - NIGHT

A pot of spaghetti noodles boils on the stove. Erica puts a 
spoon into the pot and stirs them around.   

ERICA
Can you grab the spaghetti sauce 
for me? 

Ethan takes the spaghetti sauce from a cabinet and starts to 
shake it. 

The lid isn’t on tight and sauce flies out splattering all 
over Erica’s face clothes.

ETHAN
Awww man!

ERICA
Dad!

ETHAN
I thought the lid was on tight!

Erica’s eyes are closed. Her face is splattered with sauce. 
She wipes some off with her hand and flicks it at Ethan.
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ETHAN (CONT’D)
It was an accident! 

ERICA
Great! Now I have to change!

The doorbell rings. 

ERICA (CONT’D)
Ryan’s here! Get the door!

Erica runs out to change her clothes. 

INT. ERICA AND ETHAN’S HOUSE - DINING ROOM - NIGHT

Erica, Ethan, and Ryan sit around the dinner table. Erica is 
wearing a new change of clothes. 

ETHAN
So what happens when you find this, 
uh, what’s it called again?

RYAN
It’s a geocache. Usually you sign 
the log book and exchange an item 
for another if you want. The real 
fun is in finding them. Some of 
them are kind of tough to find, 
especially really small ones. 

ETHAN
They just didn’t have this stuff 
when I was a kid. We didn’t even 
have a computer. Nowadays you kids 
do everything with a computer - 
even find stuff other people have 
hidden somewhere. 

Erica lifts her head in surprise and excitement of her own 
thought. 

ERICA
I just got an idea! 

ETHAN
What?

ERICA
We can find you a date on the 
Internet!

ETHAN
Oh no. 
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ERICA
Seriously! There’s like a million 
dating sites. It’s been so long dad 
you gotta try it.

ETHAN
Don’t even think about it. 

ERICA
I’ll grab my laptop. 

Erica leaves to grab her laptop. Ethan looks down at his food 
mulling over the prospect of going on a date. 

Ryan shifts his eyes feeling the apprehension coming from 
Ethan. 

Erica returns with the laptop, opens it, and excitedly starts 
searching sites. She’s unaware and disconnected to what her 
father is feeling. 

ETHAN
This is a bad idea.

ERICA
This is a brilliant idea. Here we 
go. Look at all these profiles. 

ETHAN
I don’t care for this at all. 

ERICA
Are you kidding? This is awesome. 
What do you want? Blonde? Brunette? 
White? Black? Asian? It’s like 
shopping for love!

ETHAN
I really don’t think this is for 
me. 

ERICA
C’mon, just take a look at least. 
You never know. 

ETHAN
I said I don’t want to. 

Erica turns her laptop to show him a profile. 

ERICA
But this lady loves science, just 
like you! 
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ETHAN
(angry)

I said no! 

Ethan gets up and leaves the table. Erica is left to wonder 
what just happened.  

INT. ERICA AND ETHAN’S HOUSE - LATER

Erica shows Ryan out the door.

RYAN
Bye.

ERICA
See ya tomorrow. 

Erica closes the door. She knocks on Ethan’s bedroom door 
then opens it. Ethan is on the bed reading a space magazine. 
He ignores her. She walks in and sits on the bed. 

ERICA (CONT’D)
I’m sorry I pushed you to meet 
someone. 

ETHAN
It’s fine. 

ERICA
I just want you to be happy.

ETHAN
I know. It’s okay. I just...I 
couldn’t...

ERICA
I know dad. I know.

ETHAN
Thanks. 

ERICA
Hey I wanted to ask you something. 
Do you want to volunteer at the 
soup kitchen with me when you get a 
day off work?

ETHAN
I probably should. The last time I 
volunteered somewhere you were in 
high school. 
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ERICA
Okay then mark your calendar. 

ETHAN
You got it.  

EXT. WOODS - DAY

Erica and Sierra walk in the park. Erica’s in jeans and 
tennis shoes. Sierra is not quite dressed appropriately with 
her skirt, blouse, and makeup. 

SIERRA
Why are we looking for this thing? 

ERICA
It’s a geocache. It’s fun because 
you can find it. It’s like a 
treasure hunt. 

SIERRA
Really. Maybe we can find a party 
to go to? There’s bugs out here. 

ERICA
We’re here. Look around for a 
container. It could be in a tree, 
under something, anywhere. 

SIERRA
This is boring.

ERICA
It’s not boring just look around. 

Sierra moves a few leaves out of the way but holds back from 
really digging in and looking around. She hops back.  

SIERRA
Eeek! There’s a lizard!

ERICA
He’s not hurting anyone. Just keep 
looking. 

SIERRA
I’m good, thanks. 

ERICA
Found it!

Erica pulls out a microcache. 
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ERICA (CONT’D)
It’s a microcache!

Erica opens it up and pulls a pen out. 

SIERRA
That’s what we came out here for? 
What is it?  

ERICA
It’s a microcache, an extremely 
small geocache. They can be really 
hard to find. 

Erica signs the log sheet and stuffs it back in. 

SIERRA
There’s nothing in it but that 
piece of paper?

ERICA
Well, the fun is in the hunt, I 
guess. 

SIERRA
I’m tired. Can we go? 

ERICA
Yeah, I just wanted to show you 
this cool thing that I started 
doing. 

SIERRA
Great. Awesome. Can we go now?

ERICA
(disappointed)

Yes dear we can go. 

INT. SOUP KITCHEN - LOBBY - DAY

Erica scoops food. When the line is finished DANNY comes up 
to her.  

ERICA
Hi Danny! 

DANNY
Hello miss Erica. May I please have 
some salt? 

59.



ERICA
I don’t know. I’d have to check to 
see if we have any. 

DANNY
Can you, please? I’m sorry to 
complain. 

ERICA
Let me see what I can do.

Erica rummages around.

ERICA (CONT’D)
Here you go. 

DANNY
Thank you dear. 

ERICA
No problem. 

Danny goes back to eat. Erica looks down at the food. She 
grabs a plate and puts some food on it. 

She walks over around a corner where no one can see her and 
she takes a bite. She winces at the horrible taste. 

ERICA (CONT’D)
(to herself)

Oh that just ain’t right. 

Erica walks up to Ryan.

ERICA (CONT’D)
This food doesn’t taste good.

RYAN
They get what they pay for, right?

ERICA
I’m sorry I said that. 

RYAN
You’re forgiven, but since when do 
you care? 

ERICA
Since I tasted it. There’s gotta be 
something we can do about this!
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INT. SOUP KITCHEN - KITCHEN - DAY

Erica goes into the kitchen and walks up to Angela. 

ERICA
Hey. 

ANGELA
Hi Erica. 

ERICA
Hey um, I was wondering. 

ANGELA
Yes?

Um, can I cook tomorrow? 

ANGELA (CONT’D)
Why on Earth would you want to 
cook? I thought you just wanted to 
do the easy part and finish your 
time.  

ERICA
Well, I used to cook with my mom. 
She taught me how. It’s not hard. 
She was really good. I haven’t 
really cooked anything since then 
and thought I’d give it a shot. 

Angela looks at her skeptically. 

ANGELA
In that case you’re on. Be here two 
hours earlier than usual. 

ERICA
Okay. Hey do you think I can get a 
copy of the recipe for tomorrow? I 
just want to make sure I know what 
I’m doing.

ANGELA
Sure. I hope you can take the heat. 

ERICA
Don’t worry I can. 

ANGELA
We’ll see. 

A microwave dings.
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INT. - ERICA AND ETHAN’S APARTMENT - ERICA’S BEDROOM - DAY

The alarm goes off on her cell phone and Erica jumps out of 
bed. 

INT. - ERICA AND ETHAN’S APARTMENT - DINING ROOM - DAY

Erica is in a hurry. She grabs something to drink from the 
fridge. Ethan sits reading the paper. 

ERICA
I’m cooking today you’re coming 
right?

ETHAN
Yeah but...

ERICA
Alright then let’s get a move on.

ETHAN
Okay okay. 

Erica gives him a peck on the cheek and grabs his arm. He 
puts the paper down as she pulls him up from his seat.  

INT. SUPERMARKET - DAY

Erica flies through the supermarket throwing some spices and 
flour into the basket. 

INT. SOUP KITCHEN - KITCHEN - DAY

Erica walks in holding a grocery store bag and greets Angela. 

ANGELA
You’re here bright and early. 

ERICA
I just wanted to make sure I had 
time. 

ANGELA
Alrighty then.

ERICA
Oh, and you remember my dad, right? 
He’s here to volunteer. 
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ANGELA
Hello Ethan! Glad to have you with 
us.

ERICA
I hope it’s okay I brought some 
spices to add to the recipe. 

ANGELA
You did what now?

ERICA
It’ll be great, I promise. If not 
then I’ll do dish duty for a week. 

ANGELA
If you say so. I tell you what, 
you’ve got a bet. 

ERICA
Okay.

Erica takes an apron out of the bag. 

ANGELA
What’s that?

ETHAN
It was her mothers. 

ERICA
It’s for good luck.

ANGELA
Alright. Now where do we start?

ERICA
I’ll show you. Come with me.

LATER

Erica has her apron on and is directing Ryan, Ethan, and 
Angela on what to do. Erica is really in her element here. 
She’s confident and really enjoying the process. 

Erica dumps some vegetables into a boiling pot of water.

She shows them what spices she’s using. They waft the aroma 
from the pot up to their noses and nod at each other. 

Ethan takes a taste with a spoon. Then he uses the spoon to 
give Angela a taste. She savors the taste. We can almost 
taste it through the screen.  
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INT. SOUP KITCHEN - LOBBY - DAY

They take the steamy food out into the lobby. A line forms 
and patrons come by. Erica and Ryan scoop out the hot steamy 
food. 

The patrons begin eating. Erica bites her lip wondering if 
they’ll notice her cooking. She shifts her eyes over to Ryan. 
He looks at her.

Some patrons taste the food and are immediately affected by 
it. Danny looks up at other patrons.

DANNY
Mmmmm, mmmmm. This is good!

The others nod their heads in agreement and really start 
shoveling the food in their mouths. They lift their heads and 
savor the flavor. Danny finishes and runs back up for 
seconds. 

DANNY (CONT’D)
This is the best food I’ve had in 
years miss Erica, can I have some 
more? 

ERICA
Here you go. 

She scoops some more onto his plate. 

DANNY
Who cooked today?

Erica blushes. 

DANNY (CONT’D)
YOU cooked? Thank you miss Erica. 
You’re the best!

Danny turns around to face everyone in the lobby.

DANNY (CONT’D)
Hey everyone Miss Erica cooked 
today! 

Others get up and follow him into the seconds line. They all 
compliment her as they walk by. She’s so flattered all she 
can do is smile and serve more food. 

Danny walks up to her holding a paper napkin. He rolls it up 
and slowly fashions a rose out of the napkin and hands it to 
her as a thank you for cooking for them, causing her to 
blush. She hugs him.
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Angela watches Erica from across the room. 

LATER

At the end of the day the patrons leave and thank Erica and 
tip their hats at her as they leave. 

The last patron leaves and Erica turns around. Angela, Ryan, 
and all of the other volunteers are standing there waiting 
for her. 

They all clap for her as a way to say thank you for making it 
such a special day. Angela walks up to her. 

ANGELA
Everybody. I’d like to announce our 
new cook - if she wants the job. 

Erica blushes.

ERICA
Really?

ANGELA
We could use a real chef around 
here.

ERICA
I’ll take it! 

They all clap for her. Ethan gives her a hug.

ETHAN
That was amazing. 

ERICA
Thanks, Dad.

She gives him a big bear hug.

INT. STORE - DAY

Erica and Sierra are in a convenience store. Erica sees a 
Sudoko book on the shelf and buys it.

EXT. DOWNTOWN - NIGHT

Erica and Sierra are driving around and Erica sees Danny 
sitting on the ground in front of a store. Three young men 
surround him. One of them pours beer on him. 

65.



ERICA
What the f-? Oh hell no. 

Erica jumps out and runs up to them.  

ERICA (CONT’D)
(combative)

What you can’t pick on someone 
that’ll give you a real fight?

BAD GUY
Oh and you gonna give us a real 
fight?

ERICA
Try me. 

The Bad Guys steps towards her. 

BAD GUY
You a cute thang ain’t ya? Why 
don’t you come to papa. 

Erica pulls a PINK PEPPER SPRAYER from her pocket and sprays 
him with it. 

BAD GUY (CONT’D)
Aaaahhhhh!

ERICA
Get away unless you want more. 

BAD GUY
(to his boys)

Get outta here man she’s crazy!

They take off.

ERICA
That’s right jerks! You don’t want 
the pink pepper spray!

Erica bends down in front of Danny.

ERICA (CONT’D)
(to Danny)

Are you okay Danny? It’s alright. 
They’re gone. C’mon let’s get you 
up. 

Erica helps Danny to his feet.

Sierra has parked and walks up to them. 
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SIERRA
What’s going on? 

ERICA
Those guys were harassing Danny. 

SIERRA
You know him? 

ERICA
Yeah he comes into the soup 
kitchen.

SIERRA
He smells. Like, really bad. 

ERICA
Yeah well if you couldn’t shower 
you’d smell too. You okay Danny?

DANNY
(crying)

They were so mean to me. 

ERICA
I know. Do you have a safe place to 
go?

Danny coughs nastily. 

SIERRA
Ew.

Erica mugs her.

DANNY
I don’t feel good. 

SIERRA
He seems fine now. Can we go? 

ERICA
I’m not gonna just leave him like 
this. What if those guys come back. 

SIERRA
We need to go or we’re gonna be 
late. 

ERICA
Just go I’m staying with Danny. 

SIERRA
You sure?
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ERICA
Yeah just go. 

SIERRA
Okay. Just...call me if you need a 
ride. 

ERICA
Okay. 

Sierra leaves. Erica is holding onto Danny. 

ERICA (CONT’D)
C’mon Danny let’s get you somewhere 
safe. Where do you usually go? 

DANNY
Down that way. 

ERICA
Let’s go.

Erica helps Danny walk down the street. 

EXT. DANNY’S SPOT - NIGHT

Danny leads Erica into a spot where he’s been squatting. 
Erica looks around. 

Old blankets and an old pillow form a sleeping area. Liquor 
bottles and other pieces of trash and discarded items are 
strewn about. 

Erica helps Danny lay down. She pulls a blanket over him. 
Danny coughs. 

Erica lays down beside him and puts her arm around him, the 
pale moonlight barely illuminating the tear that falls 
quietly from her eye. 

EXT. DANNY’S SPOT - DAY

Birds chirp. Leaves blow in the breeze. Erica’s eyelids 
slowly pull themselves open. She gets up careful not to wake 
Danny and heads home. 

INT. ERICA AND ETHAN’S HOUSE - BATHROOM

Erica’s hand twists a shower handle. Steam rises from the top 
of the shower. She steps into the tub. 
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Erica steps into the steamy water and takes it in like liquid 
sunshine on her face.

The appreciation for such a small thing as running water 
overwhelms her and she cries for those who don’t have even 
this simple luxury. 

EXT. PLAYGROUND - DAY

Erica and Ryan are on a merry-go-round logging a cache. 

RYAN
This makes 997 boxes of junk!

ERICA
You’ll never let me live that down 
will you. 

RYAN
I haven’t decided yet. 

ERICA
Ok. I deserve that. Hey that means 
your 1,000th cache is coming up!

RYAN
I know. 

ERICA
So are we going to find the meaning 
of life? 

RYAN
Well, that was the plan, but it’s a 
multi-stage puzzle cache and the 
first puzzle is the hardest Sudoku 
puzzle I’ve ever seen. 

ERICA
What’s a sudoku puzzle? 

RYAN
Basically it’s a grid and they only 
give you a few numbers and you have 
the fill in the rest with numbers 
under eleven. The catch is that for 
all the columns and rows you can 
only use each number once. Here I 
have a copy of the puzzle with me. 

Ryan pulls the paper out of his pocket and hands it to Erica. 
Erica unfolds it to reveal the puzzle. 
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ERICA
I know how we can solve this. 

INT. SOUP KITCHEN - LOBBY - DAY

Erica gives the Sudoku book to May. 

INT. SOUP KITCHEN - LOBBY - DAY

Erica looks out from the kitchen to see May working on the 
Sudoku book.

INT. SOUP KITCHEN - LOBBY - DAY

Erica and Ryan enter the soup kitchen and look around. 

ANGELA
You guys aren’t slated to work 
today? 

ERICA
Is May here? 

ANGELA 
Yeah she’s right over th...

ERICA
Thanks!

Erica and Ryan run over to May. 

ERICA (CONT’D)
May. I know you love the numbers 
and all and we were hoping you’d 
help us out. This is a sudoku 
puzzle. 

Erica slides it over in front of May. 

ERICA (CONT’D)
Do you think you can help us solve 
it? 

May’s eyes don’t move for a second. Then they dart over to 
the puzzle. Erica slowly pushes a pen over to May. 

May just stares at it for what seems like forever. 

Erica and Ryan turn around. 
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ERICA (CONT’D)
Sorry Ryan I thought she’d be able 
to figure it out.  

RYAN
Well it was a good idea anyway.  

ERICA
Maybe there is a non-crazy math 
person we can find to help us out. 

RYAN
I’m sure a professor at the 
University could help. 

ERICA
We’ll figure this out. We have to 
find it for your 1,000. 

Erica and Ryan turn around. May is still staring off into 
space. 

RYAN
Sorry to bother you May have a good 
day okay? 

Ryan grabs the sudoku puzzle. He turns to Erica. 

RYAN (CONT’D)
Erica.

ERICA
What? 

Ryan holds up the puzzle. It’s complete!

ERICA (CONT’D)
NO WAY!

RYAN
She did it! 

ERICA
May you’re amazing!

RYAN
Did you see how fast she solved it? 
That’s insane!

Erica walks around and gives May a hug. May just sits there. 

ERICA
Thank you! 
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Erica releases her. May stands up and saunters toward the 
door.

RYAN
I can’t believe she solved it! 
1,000th geocache here we come!

Erica listens to Ryan with her ears but she watches in wonder 
as the unassuming May walks out of the door.

INT. UNIVERSITY LIBRARY - DAY

Erica approaches a librarian. The librarian looks something 
up on the computer. 

The librarian leads her to a section of books and helps her 
find one and hands it to her. 

Erica opens it up and there’s a picture of May, but young, 
and the title page reads:

PRESENTING THE DISSERTATION OF MAY LING:
A FORMAL THEORY OF NON-LINEAR FUNCTIONS

Erica looks up and bites her bottom lip, pondering.

EXT. PARK - DAY

Ryan and Erica find blooming flowers with butterflies flying 
around. She smiles in wonder at the sight as they walk 
through. She finds a particularly beautiful one and points to 
it.

INT. SPACE COAST GEOCACHING STORE - DAY

Ryan and Erica browse through the different geocoins and 
pathtags. Erica plays with different items. Customers mill 
around the store with them. 

GEOCACHING STORE OWNER
Ya’ll doin’ alright? 

RYAN
A whole geocaching store? So cool!

GEOCACHING STORE OWNER
I like to think so. 
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RYAN
It’s like geocaching heaven!

GEOCACHING STORE OWNER
Good. That was the point. Lookin’ 
for anything in perticular? 

RYAN
I’m looking for a 1,000th cache 
milestone coin. 

GEOCACHING STORE OWNER
You’re about to find your 1,000th 
cache? Do you know which one you’re 
gonna go for? 

RYAN
The Meaning of Life multi-cache. 

GEOCACHING STORE OWNER
Ohhhhh that one huh? 

RYAN
What, is there something I should 
know? 

GEOCACHING STORE OWNER
Oh I don’t know. Just don’t go 
asking questions you don’t want to 
know the answer to. 

The store owner let’s out a guttural laugh. 

GEOCACHING STORE OWNER (CONT’D)
You’ll be fine kid. Let me know 
what you discover next time you’re 
in.

RYAN
Thank you I will!

GEOCACHING STORE OWNER
You’ll find the 1,000th geocache 
coin over on that wall. Be sure to 
sign our guestbook too.  

RYAN
I will, thanks. 

INT. CONVENIENCE STORE - DAY

Erica shops. James walks by and looks over at her recognizing 
her. He steps towards her. 
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JAMES
Erica? 

Erica turns to him. 

ERICA
James? 

JAMES
Hey, I haven’t seen you since that 
party. 

ERICA
Yeah well I’ve been busy. 

Erica takes a step to leave. James steps in front of her. 

JAMES
(acting smooth)

I was hoping to get your phone 
number. Maybe we can hang out again 
sometime. 

ERICA
I don’t think so. 

JAMES
Why not? I thought we had fun. 

ERICA
Well you thought wrong. I ended up 
at the hospital that night thanks 
to you and your pills. 

JAMES
Look it’s not my fault you can’t 
handle yourself. If you want to 
blame somebody why don’t you talk 
to your girl Sierra. She’s the one 
that gave me the pills and told me 
to make sure you had fun. 

ERICA
What? 

JAMES
You heard me. Sierra’s the one that 
wanted me to hook you up. Whatever, 
man, I don’t need the drama. 

James walks off. Erica reels from the impact of this bomb 
hitting her. Ryan walks in past James. He notices that Erica 
is upset. 
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RYAN
Who was that? 

ERICA
Nobody. 

RYAN
Was he messing with you?

ERICA
Just leave it alone. Let’s get out 
of here.

Erica walks off past Ryan, leaving him confused.

EXT. WOODS - DAY

Erica records a video on her smart phone.

ERICA
Hey everyone check it out I’m doing 
this thing called ‘geocaching’ with 
my buddy Ryan. Say ‘Hi’ Ryan! 

Erica turns the camera onto Ryan and he waves with a cheesy 
smile. 

ERICA (CONT’D)
We are treasure hunters on a quest 
to find boxes of awesome junk! 
Isn’t that right Ryan?

She turns the phone to Ryan again.

RYAN
Sure. 

ERICA
Ryan is what you call a ‘good 
friend’. That’s somebody that cares 
about you and doesn’t screw you 
over and try to ruin your life. 
That’s what it’s all about people. 
Find the people that are nice to 
you and make friends with them. 
People are like geocaches. You 
stumble across them and they can be 
easy to find or hard to find and 
you don’t know what you get until 
you open them up and take a look. 
For example, you might find that 
they have you drugged and ruin your 
life. 
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Or you might find that they 
introduce you to activities that 
broaden your horizon. You never 
know what you’re going to get with 
people. That’s it for now. Bye!   

She stops recording.

INT. SIERRA’S APARTMENT - DAY

Sierra watches Erica’s last video journal post. 

INT. SOUP KITCHEN LOBBY - DAY

Erica and Ryan are cleaning the lobby. Erica get’s a call.  

ERICA
Is he okay? I’ll be right there. 

Erica goes to the kitchen area to grab her stuff. 

ERICA (CONT’D)
It’s my dad I have to go.

Erica grabs her purse and takes a few steps towards the door. 
She turns back around to face Ryan.  

RYAN
Don’t worry, I wasn’t gonna let you 
go alone.   

ERICA
Thanks. 

They head out. 

INT. HOSPITAL ROOM - DAY

Ethan reads the newspaper in a hospital bed. Erica rushes 
into the room and leans over to give Ethan a hug. Ryan 
follows behind her and stands back.

ERICA
Dad! Are you okay? 

ETHAN
I’m fine. I’m fine. 

ERICA
You’re not fine, you’re in the 
hospital!
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Doctor Peterson knocks on the door frame and enters the room. 
He nods at Ryan and addresses Erica. 

DOCTOR PETERSON
You must be Erica. 

Erica nods. 

DOCTOR PETERSON (CONT’D)
Your father had a mild heart 
attack. 

ERICA
Is he going to be okay?

DOCTOR PETERSON
His prognosis isn’t bad. He’s going 
to need to rest for the next few 
days. That means no working or 
stress of any kind. Will you be 
able to take care of him? 

ERICA
Yes of course.  

DOCTOR PETERSON
Okay young lady, here’s a 
prescription for his medication. He 
needs to keep taking his other 
medication but also take this three 
times a day with food. Can you make 
sure he takes his meds?

ERICA
Definitely.

DOCTOR PETERSON
Stick around a bit longer we’re 
still waiting on some test results. 
And speaking of food he needs to be 
on a low cholesterol diet. Lots of 
veggies, okay?  

ERICA
Got it, thank you.

Erica turns to Ethan with a smile. 

ERICA (CONT’D)
Did you hear that? Vegetables!

Ethan sticks his tongue out and squints with one eye. Yuck!
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INT. ERICA AND ETHAN’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - DAY

Ethan walks out in his robe and slippers.

ERICA
Dad!

ETHAN
(surprised)

Whoah what!? 

ERICA
Sorry to scare you. Here put this 
over your eyes. 

Erica hands Ethan a tie. 

ETHAN
What’s this? 

ERICA
Just put it over your eyes and I’ll 
show you.  

Ethan puts the tie over his eyes. 

INT. ERICA AND ETHAN’S HOUSE - DINING ROOM

Erica brings Ethan to the door of dining room. 

ERICA
Okay dad we’re here. You ready? 

ETHAN
I don’t know what for but sure.

She takes the blindfold off. 

The Saturn V rocket from the garage sits on the dining room 
table. 

ERICA
I know you’re not going to sit 
still so I thought you might want 
something to do while you’re 
recuperating.

ETHAN
Wow. The old rocket. I...it’s been 
so long. 
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ERICA
You can do it. I’ll help you. And 
when we’re done we’ll watch it fly 
off to the moon.

ETHAN
The Saturn V rocket didn’t make it 
all the way to the moon. Remember 
it has stages that...

ERICA
I know dad what I’m saying 
is...we’ll do it together.

ETHAN
I’d like that. You mind if we work 
on it now?  

ERICA
Let’s do it! 

MONTAGE

Ethan and Erica in various activities of building the model 
rocket. Ethan’s grows some scruff.

INT. ERICA AND ETHAN’S HOUSE - BATHROOM - DAY

Ethan takes a razor to his face. The blade glides along his 
cheek in different directions. He splashes water on his face. 
He looks into the mirror and towels off, revealing a 
determination in his face.  

INT. ERICA AND ETHAN’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - DAY

Ethan is clean shaven and dressed in jeans and a button-up 
shirt. He sits down next to Erica on the couch. She’s surfing 
the internet on her laptop.

ETHAN
Ok, so how does this online dating 
thing work? 

ERICA
Dad?

ETHAN
How does it work? 

ERICA
(suspicious)

Are you sure?
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ETHAN
(tad frustrated)

Just show me how it works.

ERICA
Ok. Um lemme see. 

Erica pulls up a website on her computer. 

ERICA (CONT’D)
Here we go. First thing we do is 
setup a profile.

She looks at him. 

ERICA (CONT’D)
You’re sure? 

Ethan nods. She types in his information. 

ERICA (CONT’D)
Ok, here we go. Age: 46, Race: 
white, Height: 6’1”, Weight: 
190lbs, Brown Eyes, Brown Hair, Non-
smoker, Social Drinker, Average 
Body Type. Ok, now we need to write 
an introduction. Hmmm...let’s see: 
“Hi thanks for viewing my profile. 
I look forward to getting to know 
you.” We can finish the rest later 
let’s look for other profiles. It 
says here we can narrow our search. 
Sorry, Dad, but I won’t let you 
date someone younger than me. 

ETHAN
Aw man c’mon. 

ERICA
No! And you don’t want to date a 
granny so let’s put 50 as the 
highest age. Let’s look in our zip 
code, we don’t care about height, 
oooh, we don’t want a smoker, 
either. Ok here we go! 

Erica clicks to search.

ETHAN
I can’t believe I let you talk me 
into doing this. 
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ERICA
It’s just how it’s done these days. 
Even normal people do it!

ETHAN
Even widowers that recently had 
heart attacks? 

ERICA
That’s right! Ok here we go. Which 
one do you like? Ooooh here’s 
Monica, she’s pretty!  

Erica clicks on Monica’s profile. She receives a call from 
Siera and hits ‘ignore’.  

ERICA (CONT’D)
It looks like Monica here likes 
cats, movies, cooking, wine, riding 
bikes, and she’s a medical billing 
specialist. What do you think?

ETHAN
I don’t know. 

Erica stops what she’s doing and pays attention to Ethan.

ERICA
Dad, I know it’s hard but you can 
do this. 

ETHAN
If you say so. 

ERICA
She’s online right now, let’s chat 
with her and get you a date! 

ETHAN
Greeeat.

He shakes his head in disbelief that this is actually 
happening. 

INT. ERICA AND ETHAN’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - DAY

Ethan walks into the living room dressed like a dork. 

ERICA
Oh no. No no no no no. 

Erica takes Ethan by the hand and into his bedroom.
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INT. ERICA AND ETHAN’S HOUSE - ETHAN’S BEDROOM - DAY

Erica opens up his closet and pulls out some pants.

ERICA
Here.

Ethan grabs the pants. Erica looks through his shirts and 
pulls one out. 

ERICA (CONT’D)
Here you go. 

Ethan grabs the shirt. Erica pulls out some shoes. 

ERICA (CONT’D)
And here you go.

Ethan eyes her with suspicion.

ERICA (CONT’D)
And here’s your nice belt.

ETHAN
But your mom bought me that belt.

ERICA
It’s okay dad. 

ETHAN
Ok.

Ethan grabs it. 

INT. ERICA AND ETHAN’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - DAY

Ethan walks out dressed nicely in the clothes she picked out 
for him. 

ETHAN
What do you think?

ERICA
You look great! Knock ‘em dead 
tiger!

ETHAN
Thanks. 

ERICA
You need just one more thing. Here, 
I got you a present.
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Erica picks up a box wrapped in wrapping paper and hands it 
to Ethan. He pulls the top off and pulls out a pack of breath 
mints. He looks up at her. 

ERICA (CONT’D)
Just in case!

Ethan shakes his head. Erica smiles at him.

EXT. ERICA AND ETHAN’S HOUSE - FRONT DOOR - LATER

The door opens. Sierra stands there. 

SIERRA
I’ve called you like a million 
times. Where’ve you been?

Erica steps outside. 

ERICA
I’ve been ignoring you. Can’t you 
take a hint? 

Sierra leans against the railing.

SIERRA
Look, I didn’t mean for anything 
bad to happen. I just wanted to 
help you have fun. 

ERICA
I could’ve killed myself or someone 
else in that car Sierra. You don’t 
care about anyone but yourself.

SIERRA
I was just trying to be a good 
friend. Get you to loosen up! I was 
going to take care of you and you 
just left!

ERICA
You just don’t get it. I can’t 
trust you. We don’t have anything 
in common. I don’t want to be 
around you anymore.  

SIERRA
Erica, please. 

ERICA
No. I don’t know. Maybe I should 
thank you. 
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I realize what’s important to me 
now. Why don’t you go find another 
friend to drug and just leave me 
alone. 

Sierra reaches for Erica. 

SIERRA
Please...

ERICA
Don’t.

SIERRA
I’m going to make it up to you. I 
promise

ERICA
Good luck with that.

Erica slams the door on Sierra.  

INT. ERICA AND ETHAN’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - DAY

Erica searches for May Ling’s family on her laptop on a 
search engine and a family tree website. She clicks a link to 
send an email to someone.  

INT. ERICA AND ETHAN’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - NIGHT

The front door opens and Ethan walks in.

ERICA
How’d it go? Tell me everything!

Ethan walks in, silent, giving off no glow of a date gone 
well. 

ERICA (CONT’D)
Well? 

Ethan shakes his head.

ETHAN
I pulled into the parking lot of 
the restaurant and just couldn’t 
get out of the car. I drove around 
for a while instead. 

ERICA
Oh dad.
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Erica gets up and gives him a hug. Two years of pent up 
emotion come pouring out.

ETHAN
I miss your mom so much.

ERICA
(comforting)

I know, Dad. I know.

ETHAN
She was the love of my life. 

More tears stream down his face. 

ETHAN (CONT’D)
And she’s gone and she’s never 
coming back.

Erica’s eyes swell up. 

ETHAN (CONT’D)
She’s never coming back. 

ERICA
I miss her too, dad.  

ETHAN
She’d be proud of you, you know? 

ERICA
How?

ETHAN
You’ve really inspired people with 
your cooking. She would’ve loved 
that. 

ERICA
Thanks dad. 

INT. SOUP KITCHEN - LOBBY - DAY

Erica and Ethan show up to work. 

ERICA
Mornin!

Other workers and Ryan just look at her without even a glint 
of happiness. 

ERICA (CONT’D)
What’s wrong?
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Angela heard her walk in and appears from the kitchen.

ERICA (CONT’D)
(to Angela)

What’s wrong?

ANGELA
Erica dear, it’s Danny.

ERICA
What?

ANGELA
(hesitant)

He’s gone dear. I’m sorry.

That old feeling of loss swells up in Erica and she storms 
off. Angela turns to Ethan and places her hand on his arm.

ANGELA (CONT’D)
I’ll talk to her.

ETHAN
Thank you.

Angela takes her apron off and hands it to Ryan as she walks 
past him to the back area. 

SOUP KITCHEN - BACK AREA - DAY

Erica sits down at the table, staring out into space. Angela 
comes in and takes a seat next to her.

After a moment of silence:

ERICA
Why do this if you can’t change 
anything? 

ANGELA
You can’t change everything.

ERICA
Then what’s the point? 

ANGELA
Well, if we’re lucky we can change 
a little. 

ERICA
Then why bother? 
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ANGELA
Because sometimes that’s all we can 
do. Sometimes that’s enough. 

ERICA
It’s not enough. I’ve looked it up. 
There’s over a million homeless 
people in this country. How are you 
going to feed all of them? How are 
you going to save them? 

ANGELA
Erica dear we all ask ourselves 
that at one point or another. I’ve 
come to realize that so much is out 
of our control. A single person 
can’t go from childhood to 
adulthood without those turbulent 
years in-between, right? It goes 
the same for the world. Society is 
a selfish teenager, but it’s 
growing and maturing. It just takes 
time.  

ERICA
So why are you here? Why do you 
bother? 

ANGELA
Do you remember the first day you 
cooked? 

ERICA
Yeah. 

ANGELA
What did you see on the faces of 
those folks when you looked out 
into the lobby?

ERICA
I don’t know.

ANGELA
You do know. What did you see?

ERICA
I know what you’re trying to do. 
You want me to say they were happy. 
Get me to believe that one person 
can make a difference. But what 
kind of difference can we really 
make? 
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It’s just a dumb cliché to make us 
feel better but it isn’t true.   

ANGELA
You’ve made a difference in the 
quality of their lives. 

ERICA
Yeah well Danny still died. He 
didn’t deserve to die all alone 
like that. They’re all still 
homeless. I can’t do this anymore. 
I’m done.

ANGELA
Would Danny want you to give up?

ERICA
He’s not here to care now is he?

Erica stands up and takes off her apron and throws it down on 
the table and walks out. 

INT. SOUP KITCHEN - LOBBY - CONTINUOUS

Erica storms outside. 

Angela comes out. 

ETHAN
What’s wrong?

ANGELA
A patron Erica was close to passed 
away last night. She just quit. 

ETHAN
Oh no. Not again. This is the last 
thing she needs.  

ANGELA
I know it’s been hard on her but 
she has a strength in her. 

ETHAN
She gets that from her mother. 

Angela takes Ethan’s hand to comfort him.

ANGELA
I can tell you a strength like that 
can only come from two people. 
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Ethan is uncomfortable at the touch at first, then loosens 
up. 

ETHAN
Thanks. 

EXT. SOUP KITCHEN - PARKING LOT - CONTINUOUS

Erica sits stewing on the curb outside. A car pulls up and 
two adults, Mark and Tammy get out. She shields her eyes from 
the sun to see who it is. They walk toward her.

TAMMY
Hi, sorry to bother you. We were 
contacted by someone that works 
here about our mother, May. Do you 
know her?

Tammy hands Erica a younger, smiling, happy photo of May 
giving a graduation speech. 

ERICA
That’s May? 

MARK
You do know her? 

ERICA
Yeah. I’m Erica. I sent the email. 

TAMMY
Well we’re glad to meet you. I hope 
it’s really her.  

ERICA
Here I’ll take you inside you can 
see for yourself.

Erica gets up and leads them inside. 

INT. SOUP KITCHEN - LOBBY - CONTINUOUS

Erica walks in with Tammy and Mark behind her. They 
immediately look around and see May. They run up to her. 

Angela notices and can’t believe her eyes as Mark and Tammy 
run up and embrace May. 

May is a little confused at first but then her face lights 
up. Tammy cries for having finally found her mother!

They all walk up to Erica, who has joined Angela and Ethan. 
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TAMMY
Thank you. We have our mother back. 
Thank you so much. I just couldn’t 
believe it until I saw her. You are 
an angel.  

They take May and lead her out. Angela looks over at Erica 
with satisfied smile on her face.

ERICA
That’s the ‘I told you so’ look, 
isn’t it? 

Angela nods. 

ERICA (CONT’D)
Okay, let’s get back to work. 

Sierra walks in.

ERICA (CONT’D)
What are you doing here? 

SIERRA
I’m volunteering. 

ERICA
No you’re not. Leave. 

Angela calls over from where she’s standing.

ANGELA
You’re Sierra?

SIERRA
That’s me!

ANGELA
Glad to have you. Erica can you 
please show Sierra here what to do? 

ERICA
I wish you would just leave me 
alone. 

SIERRA
Where so I get started? 

ERICA
Let’s get you doing 
something...easy.

Erica smiles. 
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INT. SOUP KITCHEN - KITCHEN - DAY

Sierra struggles to clean the ginormous pots and pans. 

INT. SOUP KITCHEN - LOBBY - DAY

Sierra walks out into the lobby where Erica is putting chairs 
on the tables. Sierra helps her.

ERICA
You did good today.

SIERRA
I can’t believe there were so many 
homeless people. It kinda makes me 
sad. 

ERICA
A very smart woman once told me 
that the world is like a selfish 
teenager that’s growing and 
changing. Just not as fast as we’d 
like.

SIERRA
Who are you and what’ve you done 
with Erica? 

ERICA
I’m still me. I just think I’ve 
been wasting my life. 

SIERRA
I don’t want to drag you down. If 
you really don’t want to be friends 
anymore I understand. 

Erica stops putting the chairs up and walks over to Sierra.

ERICA
You have to do one-hundred and 
twenty hours of community service 
here at the soup kitchen. Angela 
will sign your paperwork. And you 
can’t do any drinking or drugs. 
Think you can do that?  

SIERRA
I can do that. 

ERICA
Then you’re forgiven. 
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SIERRA
Can we still put on makeup and 
chase boys sometimes? But only nice 
guys of course!  

ERICA
Sure. But they better be nice or 
I’ll spray them with my pepper 
spray. 

SIERRA
Yeah. I know. That’s what I love 
about you. 

ERICA
C’mon, let’s finish up. I’ve got to 
get to bed early tonight. We’re 
going out in the morning to find 
Ryan’s 1,000th geocache. 

Sierra grabs a chair and lifts it onto the table. 

EXT. OCEAN PARK - DAY

Ethan, Erica, and Ryan arrive and park. Outside of the car 
Erica and Ryan pull out their GPS’s. 

RYAN
The coordinates from the sudoku 
puzzle are just over there. Then we 
need to solve the puzzle in that 
cache to find the next one.

ERICA
Come on dad let’s check it out. 

ETHAN
I’m coming.

Ethan shakes his head. They head out in that direction. 

EXT. OCEAN - DAY

The three arrive near a palm tree.

ERICA
Okay, Dad, look around here for a 
container of some kind. 

He looks around. They all look around for the geocache. Ethan 
pops up.
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ETHAN
I think I found it!

He holds up a container.

ERICA
Congratulations, you just found 
your first geocache! It’s a Florida-
Style Cache!

ETHAN
What’s that?

ERICA
It’s a cache hidden in a palm tree.

ETHAN
Go figure. Now what do I do?

RYAN
Open it up!

They all gather around the container and Ethan opens it up. 
It’s full of knick-knacks.

ETHAN
It’s just a bunch of junk!

Erica and Ryan give each other a look and chuckle.  

ERICA
To you maybe, but to someone else, 
it’s treasure.

Erica pulls out her pathtag and puts it in the cache. She 
pulls a piece of paper out of the cache and unfolds it.

ERICA (CONT’D)
(reading the paper)

Welcome to the multi-stage cache to 
end all multi-stage caches. In 
order to find the final stage of 
the cache you’ll need to be smart 
and on your toes.  

RYAN
Smart and on your toes? What could 
that mean? 

ERICA
I don’t know. 

RYAN
It’s a riddle. 
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ERICA
Hmmm. 

NOTE: THIS GEOCACHE HUNT WILL BE SPECIFIC AND DEPENDENT ON 
THE BEACH LOCATION. 

WHEN THEY ARRIVE AT THE FINAL CACHE:

Erica opens the cache and looks inside. She pulls out a piece 
of paper and reads:

ERICA (CONT’D)
Welcome traveller to the Meaning of 
Life Cache. You are no doubt 
wondering the answer to the most 
elusive question of all - what is 
the meaning of life? Realize that 
you are an exotic piece of the 
Universe made of stardust flying 
through space on a rock. Look out 
upon the vastness of the ocean and 
realize the Meaning of Life is 
something you have to feel in order 
to understand.

The three look out at the ocean for a beat. 

ETHAN
Wow. That’s deep.

ERICA
Dad!

She hits him on the arm with the log book. 

ERICA (CONT’D)
Here’s the log book. Sign it. 

Erica hands it to Ethan. Ryan chuckles.

ERICA (CONT’D)
Let’s go. There’s one more thing we 
need to do. 

EXT. PIER OVER THE OCEAN - DUSK

Erica, Ethan, and Ryan walk to the edge of the pier. Ethan 
looks over at Erica and she gives him a nod. Erica removes 
the top of an urn. 
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ERICA
Danny, you were made of stardust as 
we all are. Feel the wind, Danny, 
you’re free. 

She pours the ashes over the railing. 

The three stare into the setting sun as the ashes float 
across into the sunset. 

INT. ERICA AND ETHAN’S HOUSE - ERICA’S BEDROOM

Erica makes the last video diary we’ll see. Ryan joins her.  

ERICA
Hello world welcome to Erica and 
Ryan’s geocaching video-blog. 
Today’s topic is microcaches. You 
know, those tiny little caches that 
can be oh so hard to find? Ryan, 
show these fine folks what we’re 
talking about.   

Ryan lifts up a couple different types of microcaches. 

RYAN
As you can see this one is made 
from a film cannister and this one 
from a pill carrier, but they can 
be made from anything that’s small 
and water-tight.

ERICA
Just goes to show you that 
sometimes you don’t know what 
you’re looking for until you find 
it. What do you think Ryan?

Ryan looks over at her. 

RYAN
I concur.

ERICA
You concur?

RYAN
I concur!

ERICA
Well I concur too!

They laugh together, enjoying the moment. 
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ERICA (CONT’D)
Hey, should we show them the 
rocket? 

RYAN
Yeah let’s do it.

ERICA
Okay come with me.

They pick up the camera and take it into the dining room 
where Ethan is working on the rocket.

ERICA (CONT’D)
Hi dad.

ETHAN
Oh hey guys. 

ERICA
Almost done? 

ETHAN
Yes, I’m just putting on the final 
touches. 

Ethan places a decal on the outside of the finished rocket.

RYAN
It’s a beauty!

ETHAN
Alright who wants to go see this 
baby fly!

ERICA
We do! 

EXT. FIELD - DAY

Ethan finishes setting up the rocket and runs back to where 
Erica and Ryan are standing. 

ETHAN
You guys ready?

ERICA 
Yeah!

RYAN
Yeah!

ETHAN (CONT’D)
Okay Erica just like we used to.

Erica nods at him.
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ETHAN (CONT’D)
Mission control this is Saturn V we 
are ready for launch. How’re we 
looking.

ERICA
Final checks have just completed 
Saturn V. I repeat, final checks 
are completed and you are a-go.

ETHAN
Copy that Mission Control. Begin 
launch countdown sequence.

ERICA
Copy that ready for countdown 
sequence. 

ETHAN
10-9-8-7-6-5-4-3-2-1 LIFTOFF!

ERICA
10-9-8-7-6-5-4-3-2-1 LIFTOFF!

Ethan pushes the ignition and the bottom of the Saturn V 
lights up. It takes off. Erica grabs Ryan’s hand and holds 
tight as they watch the rocket fly into the sky in slow 
motion.    

INT. SOUP KITCHEN - LOBBY

Erica wipes off the tables. Angela joins her to help put the 
chairs up. 

ANGELA
So, you’re almost done. 

ERICA
Yeah I just have to sweep and mop.

ANGELA
No I meant it’s your last day. I 
calculated your hours and you don’t 
have to come back. 

ERICA
Oh. I must’ve lost track. 

ANGELA
Well, good luck with whatever you 
choose to do next. We’ll miss you 
around here.
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Angela finishes putting a chair on the table and turns around 
to walk away. 

Erica finishes putting a chair up on the table and grabs one 
of the legs. Erica looks down in thought, then back up at 
Angela as she walks away.

INT. SOUP KITCHEN - OFFICE - DAY 

Erica knocks on the door of Angela’s office. 

ERICA
Hey. 

ANGELA
I thought you’d be runnin’ out the 
door by now. 

ERICA
Yeah, me too. You got a minute?

ANGELA
Well come on in. What’s on your 
mind? 

ERICA
Is it selfish if I really, really 
enjoy helping people and want to do 
it because it makes me feel good?

ANGELA
Not at all. You should feel a sense 
of accomplishment and community. If 
only more people would get addicted 
to that feeling. 

ERICA
I don’t want to stop. 

ANGELA
Then don’t. You’re welcome back 
anytime. 

ERICA
I’ve been thinking about what I 
want to do with my life lately. I 
want to help full time and make a 
living too. 

ANGELA
Unless you’re running a business 
that’s hard to do. We pretty much 
survive off of donations. 
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ERICA
That’s what I thought. And I 
thought about it, and I have this 
idea. It might be totally stupid 
and crazy, but it might actually 
work. I need your opinion. 

ANGELA
I’m all ears? 

ERICA
The college has a really good 
culinary program. I was wondering 
if you would write a letter of 
recommendation for me? 

ANGELA
Of course. But that really doesn’t 
sound all that crazy, or stupid. 

ERICA
There’s more. Okay so when I get 
done with that I think I could run 
a restaurant, and get this - anyone 
can eat there whether they have 
money or not. 

ANGELA
Ok maybe this does sound a bit 
crazy but I like it. Tell me more.

ERICA
Well, this is how it would work: It 
would be just like a regular 
restaurant you see. People would 
come in and they can order their 
food just like regular except...

CUT TO:

INT. TREASURE CAFE - DAY 

ERICA
...there are aren’t any cash 
registers. Customers can make a 
donation in the box or swipe their 
card for whatever amount they want 
at the card station over there.

SUPER: 2 YEARS LATER

Erica is being interviewed for the local news channel. Erica 
looks more mature and sports a chef uniform.
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TV NEWS REPORTER
What made you think this concept 
for a restaurant would work?

ERICA
Honestly we weren’t sure. We did 
some calculations and figured it 
could happen as long as people like 
the food we serve and keep coming 
back. We try to prepare delicious 
recipes and we only serve fresh 
food from local farms when 
possible. None of that canned 
fruit. So far it’s worked!

TV NEWS REPORTER
Why go through all the trouble?

ERICA
At the soup kitchen we were feeding 
people, but it wasn’t good 
wholesome nutrition. And it felt 
like they were getting a handout. 
We wanted to feed people fresh 
healthy food in a place where 
everyone can feel dignity, like 
they are just as part of society as 
anyone else. And let’s face it, it 
feels good to have a job where 
you’re helping people. It feels 
good and we enjoy it. It doesn’t 
even feel like I’m going to a job 
everyday.  

TV NEWS REPORTER
So how do you keep the doors open? 

ERICA
Well, If someone doesn’t have money 
they can volunteer to help clean 
and take orders in exchange for 
food. Otherwise we just ask people 
to give what they can. We also 
receive grants and donations to 
help keep the lights on. 

TV NEWS REPORTER
It doesn’t feel like a soup 
kitchen. 

ERICA
It’s not. We very much wanted 
Treasure Cafe to feel just like any 
other restaurant. 
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We get doctors and lawyers in here, 
regular people, middle class 
people, poor people, homeless 
people. You’d never know who is who 
here it’s just a big melting pot. 

TV NEWS REPORTER
How about the name? Where did 
‘Treasure Cafe’ come from?

ERICA
Well, Ryan and I named it that 
because when we first met we went 
geocaching together and we really 
feel that it’s about who you’re 
with. Like the real reasure in life 
is the people that you care about 
and enrich your life. That’s what 
people have done for us and that’s 
what Treasure Cafe is all about.  

TV NEWS REPORTER
That’s really sweet. 

ERICA
Did you know that there’s a 
geocache right here?

TV NEWS REPORTER
Really? 

ERICA
Yeah! If you got time I can show 
you how to find it.  

TV NEWS REPORTER
I’d love to find it. My first 
geocache!

The TV News Reporter turns to her camera operator. 

TV NEWS REPORTER (CONT’D)
Let’s take it off the sticks. 

(to Erica)
You mind showing us around before 
we hed out?

The camera operator pulls the camera off the tripod and onto 
their shoulder, keeping the video on Erica as she stands up 
to show the TV News Reporter around.

ERICA
Sure! This here is our lovely 
restaurant. 
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This is Ryan, he takes care of the 
business side of things. He’s the 
one that took me to find MY first 
geocache.  

(to Ryan)
Can you grab the GPS? 

RYAN 
Sure thing. 

ERICA
And you gotta meet my dad and of 
course Angela, who ran the soup 
kitchen I worked at and was my 
inspiration for the cafe. They just 
got engaged! 

TV NEWS REPORTER
Congratulations!

ETHAN
Thank you. 

ANGELA
Thanks!

Ryan comes back with a GPS unit.

ERICA
Ready to find your first geocache? 

TV NEWS REPORTER
I’m ready. 

ERICA
Okay that’s the cache. Just 
navigate towards it. 

TV NEWS REPORTER
Ok, lemme see. I think we need to 
go outside?

ERICA
Then outside we’ll go.

EXT. TREASURE CAFE - DAY

The cameras follow Erica and the TV News Reporter outside.

The TV News Reporter looks at the GPS and walks around to the 
side of the building. She looks up to find a large treasure 
chest.

TV NEWS REPORTER
I think I found it.
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ERICA
Congrats on your first geocache. 

TV NEWS REPORTER
Now what do I do?

ERICA
Open it up and explore. 

The TV News Reporter opens it up and finds it full of stuff. 
She pulls out a note and reads it:

TV NEWS REPORTER
“Thank you Treasure Cafe for giving 
me the chance to feed my family. 
You guys are the best!” Here’s 
another: “Thanks for the delicious 
food but the greatest treasure of 
all are the people.” Wow Erica, you 
have quite the following.

ERICA
We try. 

Ethan walks up. 

ETHAN
I just got a weird call from a 
radio station. They want me, you, 
and Angela to come in for an 
interview. 

ERICA
Wow we’re just getting all kinds of 
media attention. Tell them we’ll be 
there. 

INT. RADIO STATION - DAY

Ethan, Angela, and Erica sit around the DJ booth with 
microphones in front of them. 

The DJ talks to them about Treasure Cafe for a minute and 
then tells them that that’s not why they’re there. 

He asks Ethan about his deceased wife. Ethan tells him that 
she was an amazing mother and he misses her. 

The DJ tells them that the radio station received a letter 
from a woman recently in time for their annual 4th of July 
American Dream vacation giveaway.  
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He tells them he’s never quite read anything like it before 
and has his co-host read it out loud. The co-host begins 
reading the letter   

CO-HOST
Hello my name is Amanda. I’m the 
wife of a man named Ethan and the 
mom of a beautiful teenage girl 
named Erica. By the time you read 
this I will have succumbed to my 
illness and am no longer with you 
in physical form. 

The co-hosts voice blends into ERICA’S MOM’s voice as she 
sits in their living room writing the letter. 

AMANDA
I gave this letter to a friend for 
safekeeping until the time was 
right. As my time became shorter I 
told Ethan that his happiness is 
the most important thing to me. 
That if he truly wanted to honor my 
memory then he had to try to be 
happy. My being sick is so hard on 
him. He is stronger than he thinks 
and I hope he moves forward one day 
and finds a compassionate, caring 
woman to share the rest of his life 
with. He has so much to offer and 
doesn’t deserve to be alone. 

Erica’s mom appears in the radio station and continues 
speaking the letter:

AMANDA (CONT’D)
If you are reading this letter then 
that means he has found that woman. 
I’m writing this letter for a 
couple of reasons. First of all, I 
want that compassionate, caring 
woman to know, whoever you are: I 
love you. I don’t know who you are, 
but I love you. I truly do. Ethan 
will give you ten times back what 
you put in. And if he doesn’t he’ll 
have me to deal with.  The second 
reason for this letter is that I 
wish for Erica, Ethan, his lovely 
new bride, and any children she 
might have to be able to take a 
cruise together. They are now a 
family and I want them to begin 
their new lives together right. 
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I want this more than anything I 
could want right now except for to 
get better. I want Erica to be able 
to go with them as a family. 

She should know that I want people 
in her life that care for her and 
love her. She’s a feisty one but 
she has a heart of gold.   

Erica’s mom’s voice blends back into the co-hosts as she 
finishes reading the letter:

CO-HOST
I want you all to know how much I 
love you all. God bless and thank 
you so much for being you. 

The DJ announces that they will grant her wish - Ethan, 
Angela, and Erica going on a cruise together paid for by the 
radio station.  
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