
 

"For I determined not to know any thing among you, save 
Jesus Christ, and him crucified." 1 Corinthians 2:2 



 

John Bunyan's famous allegory, The Pilgrim's Progress, is one 
of the most read books in the English language, second only 
to the King James Version of the Holy Bible. 

Today, however, there is a generation of Christians who have 
never read The Pilgrim's Progress.  There are others who 
have attempted to read it, but seventeenth century puritanical 
English was much too difficult for the reader to grasp. With 
others still, who may have read a more updated and modern 
version of John Bunyan's allegory, for them the book needed 
more explanation or commentary. 

I am attempting to solve that problem with a slight twist by 
creating a book that goes beyond a mere modern translation, 
while providing particular insights into Bunyan's famous story 
without diminishing the allegory with a great deal of doctrinal 
commentary thrown in here and there to disrupt the poetic 
beauty of the work… and I'll do this by writing a novel entitled, 
To Be a Pilgrim: A Novel Based Upon The Pilgrim's Progress 
and Other Works by John Bunyan of Bedford. 

 

For more info, go to http://igg.me/at/tobeapilgrim 

http://igg.me/at/tobeapilgrim
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Chapter 1 -- PRELUDE 

For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man 
perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day. For our 
light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; While we look not 
at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not 
seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the 
things which are not seen are eternal. 2 Corinthians 4:16-18  

Sitting at our dining table in the parsonage on the evening that 
would be our last in Scammon Bay, I looked at the faces of 
three little native deacons from Blessed Sacrament Catholic 
Church. 

God had been doing an amazing thing in that rural Alaskan 
village nestled just seventy miles south of the Yukon River 
delta; so much so that in just twenty-eight months, the Yup'ik 
people of this fishing community of five hundred souls had 
embraced us as their very own. Imagine that; the Cardwells, a 
kass'aq [1] family from the Lower 48 States, were as much a 
part of this village as any native-born Yup'ik resident. This was 
unusual for bush Alaska, and something only God could do 
because even natives from other villages, who lived in a 
community for twenty or thirty years were still considered as 
having come from somewhere else. Yet, even now, our 
beloved Yup'ik brethren still call us on the phone, having 
already been gone for a few years, and talk about Lisa, 
Rachel, and I as being away from home; that is, away from 
Scammon Bay. 

Lisa and Rachel were embraced by the community right away 
and given Yup'ik names. Although I never received a Yup'ik 
name, I have been honored with a Yup'ik title of position: 
Qulirarta, which means "preacher." [2] 

 

 

 

 



Felix, Liz, and Gemma, the three Catholic deacons, wanted to 
pray for me. Since returning to Scammon Bay after receiving 
the news that I may have Lou Gehrig's disease,[3] the word 
spread pretty quickly that we were going to leave. Although 
Felix, Liz and Gemma had attended a few of our services in 
the past, they were still members of the Roman Catholic 
church; yet, they wanted me to know that they could see the 
hand of God upon our lives and see the impact of our ministry, 
not only upon the congregation of Scammon Bay Covenant 
Church, but also upon the community at large. 

"We want to pray that you are healed," Liz said, "and that you 
would be able to come back to Scammon Bay. We believe 
that God can heal, even today. So we want to pray for your 
healing." 

"Dear sister," I smiled at her, then to Felix and Gemma, then 
back to her, "I appreciate your coming to pray for me; and I 
believe that all healing is from the Lord so if God chooses to 
heal me, then so be it. Moreover, I'm so thankful to God that 
you all would want me to come back to Scammon Bay. 
Scammon Bay is more our home than anywhere else on the 
planet. Yet, I want you to understand that if this disease 
means that I will die soon, I'm not just ready for it, I'm looking 
forward to it; because if I die it means, just as I've been 
teaching the congregation here, that I will soon be in the 
presence of Jesus and there is absolutely nothing better. I will 
behold His face and I will not look to the left or to the right; and 
as much as I love you, I will not be thinking of you. My every 
thought will be for Him and toward Him." 

When confronted with the truths that should be to us very plain 
and exceptionally glorious, the sinfulness of the fallen flesh we 
have inherited from Adam betrays how silly and foolish we 
tend to be, as it is written, "The simple inherit folly" (Proverbs 
14:18). 

 

 

 



Earlier that summer, in July of 2007, two young boys lost their 
lives in the Kun River, a river which spills into the Bering Sea 
on the north side of the village. Why did those boys lose their 
lives? Why does the pastor have to leave? Many Christians 
will readily reference this scripture during such a time as the 
drowning death of two young boys, or the life-threatening 
ailments of a minister:  

And we know that all things work together for good to them 
that love God, to them who are the called according to his 
purpose. Romans 8:28 

Yet, so many who profess a faith in Christ still don't seem to 
have a clue as to why God works all things together for good. 
The Lord tells us in the following verse:  

For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the 
firstborn among many brethren. Romans 8:29 

What are my ailments all about? Why did those boys, who 
were loved by their godly parents and attended church and 
worshiped Christ, have to die? Well, regardless of the 
situation, God is using every circumstance in the lives of 
Christian believers in order to make that Christian more like 
Jesus. More specifically, these situations and circumstances 
are worked together by God's sovereign grace in order that we 
grow in grace and that our faith in Christ is strengthened. This 
will produce in us a willing obedience and an earnest desire 
for increased submission to the heavenly Father's will. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



We will most certainly fail to see the providential hand of God 
in situations and circumstances like these when we cannot 
even see that the glories of God and the excellencies of Christ 
are far greater rewards than anything that could possibly be 
found on this planet. It is no wonder that so many who profess 
to be Christians seem to be so indifferent about heaven. They 
have no idea whatsoever what heaven is and what it's all 
about. Heaven is heavenly because of the presence of the 
King of heaven. The only thing that makes heaven a wonderful 
place is that He who is called Wonderful is there.[4] The 
presence of Christ, who is called Counselor, the Mighty God, 
the Everlasting Father, and the Prince of Peace, is what 
makes heaven such an unspeakable joy. 

Why are we so depressed over the news of the death of loved 
ones? or of serious injury or illness? or of calamity and 
disaster? Can we be comforted with the truth that God is all 
wise, all good, all love, all just, and that He will do only that 
which is wise, good, loving, and just? 

I believe that the source of our strong faith, the very lifeblood 
of our growth in grace, has lost its place as the heart of our 
Christianity: the truth of Christ, and Him crucified. 

My family and I flew out of Scammon Bay on January 16, 
2008 and out of Alaska a week later on January 23rd. Yet, 
with what God has been doing in that little "bush" village for 
the past several years, we are so blessed that all of our 
leaders, and at least most of the congregation, get it. They 
really do get it. They know that Jesus Christ is EVERYTHING 
and not just something that we add to our lives; that if we have 
not Jesus Christ, we have nothing. Sadly, this is a truth that 
seems to elude many who call themselves Christians today. 
We all need to be continually reminded of the truth of Christ, 
and Him crucified. 



 

*       *       * 

CHAPTER 1 ENDNOTES 

[1] Kass'aq is a Yup'ik term that means "white person" sounds 
like Guss'әk. It is believed to have come from "Cossack," the 
word used by the early Russian settlers to refer to one 
another. Although spellings for Kass'aq may differ slightly from 
village to village, the word basically has the same sound and 
meaning throughout western Alaska. 

[2] In other Yup'ik dialects, Qulirarta may be the word for 
"priest" or "one who prays" rather than what it means in 
Scammon Bay, "preacher" or "one who tells stories." Dialects 
can vary with minor or tremendous differences from village to 
village, even among neighboring villages that are separated 
by only ten miles. 

[3] Lou Gehrig's disease, also known as ALS (Amyotrophic 
Lateral Sclerosis) is a motor neuron disease (MND) that 
affects the voluntary muscles. Jean Martin Charcot gave the 
disease its name in 1874 (thus, the disease is known as 
"Maladie de Charcot" in France and some parts of Europe). 
The disease produces approximately 5,000 new diagnoses 
per year in the United States, the cause of the disease is still 
unknown with no known cure. Lou Gehrig, New York Yankee's 
famous "Iron Horse" of baseball, was one of the first famous 
people to contract ALS. He was diagnosed with ALS in 1939 
and died in 1941. Since ALS-like symptoms began 
manifesting in me since late 2006, the few neurologists I have 
seen through the Veteran's Administration do not believe that 
what I have is ALS. At this writing (late 2011), we are still 
awaiting answers. 

[4] Isaiah 9:6 

Back to Top of Chapter 1 
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Chapter 2 -- ITS PREEMINENCE 

For I determined not to know any thing among you, save 
Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 1 Corinthians 2:2 

Saul of tarsus was educated under the venerated Jewish 
sage, Gamaliel. He was jealous for the Law of Moses with 
very few, if any, of his contemporaries rivaling his zeal.[1] After 
his conversion to Christ in Damascus, Saul, also known as 
Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles, is regarded by some 
theologians and Bible scholars as one of the most dizzying 
intellects of all time. 

Well, that may very well be; nevertheless, Paul did not rely 
upon intellect or natural wisdom. Although his intellect and 
knowledge in scripture may have played a part in his 
conveyance of gospel truth, He placed no trust in these 
natural elements, trusting only upon the power of God to save 
men's souls by preaching the truth of Jesus Christ, and Him 
crucified. On his third missionary journey, he sent a letter to 
the church at Corinth, saying,  

And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with 
excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the 
testimony of God. For I determined not to know any thing 
among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 1 
Corinthians 2:1, 2 

The apostle's message of salvation in Jesus Christ was so 
important that he would not corrupt it with impressive words or 
academic sophistication. The gospel truth of Jesus Christ was 
so magnificent in its supremacy above all of his great learning 
that he would not allow it to interfere or pollute the testimony 
of God in Christ Jesus. 

Paul realized that all of his great learning, all of his venerated 
education, all of his diligent study, and all of his zeal for 
knowledge, wisdom, and the glory of the God of Israel, were 
simply shipwrecked vessels dashed upon the rocks of vanity 
apart from the revelation of God in Christ Jesus. Every bit and 
every whit of knowledge and wisdom grasped and gained only 
led him to persecute Christ and make havoc among Christ's 
people.[2] 



Revelation Truth 

The truth of Christ crucified is a supremely important and 
essential truth because it is a heavenly truth condescending 
unto fallen man from the throne of God. The conversion of 
Saul of Tarsus, recorded in Acts of the Apostles, exemplifies 
this.[3] 

Saul, "breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the 
disciples of the Lord,"[4] was in no way searching for Christ, 
neither was he seeking to reconcile the truth proclaimed by 
Christ's disciples as the very truth of the scriptures unfolded. 
Instead, he breathed out threats and murder because he saw 
the doctrine of "Jesus of Nazareth, the Christ of God," as a 
threat to his religious convictions. 

Although he heard the public proclamation of Christ through 
disciples such as Stephen, Saul was unstirred of heart. Saul 
was there during the preaching of Stephen and at his death; 
and as a Pharisee and member of the Sanhedrin he cast an 
approving vote toward Stephen's death.[5] Receiving letters 
from the chief priests, Saul tracked down Christ's disciples, 
entering into their homes and casting them into prison.[6] 

On the road to Damascus, Jesus Christ appeared to Saul in a 
vision. A light shone round about that was seen by the men 
that were with Saul, but Saul's companions saw no one. Saul's 
companions heard a voice from heaven, yet they could not 
discern its content.[7] 

"Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?" 

"Who are You, Lord?" Saul asked. 

"I am Jesus whom you are persecuting. It is hard for you to 
kick against the cattle prods." 

"Lord, what would you have me do?" asked Saul. 

"Arise, and go into the city, and you will be told what to do." 

While Saul lay in Judas' house on Straight Street, the Lord 
Jesus sent a disciple of Damascus, Ananias, to lay hands 
upon Saul. Saul was converted; yet, the truth of the crucified 



and risen Savior came to Saul in a heavenly revelation. That is 
true for every child of God. Jesus said, 

No man can come to me, except the Father which hath 
sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day. 
John 6:44 

Redemption Truth 

Not only is the truth of Christ crucified a supremely important 
and essential truth because of its heavenly revelation, but is 
also preeminent because of its divine work of redemption. The 
person of Jesus Christ should never be divorced from the 
work of Jesus Christ. What He has done flows from who He is; 
and who Christ is necessitates what He does. Jesus is not 
merely the Christ, but He is the Christ who was crucified. The 
superiority and surpassing greatness of the truth of Christ 
crucified is exemplified most wonderfully by the event 
recorded in the Gospel of Matthew.[8] 

While walking the coasts of Caesarea Philippi with His 
disciples, Jesus asked them, "Who do men say that I, the Son 
of Man, am?" 

The disciples kept their ears opened to the various opinions 
that had been rising about Jesus in the nearly three years 
since He was baptized by John in the River Jordan. They gave 
the Lord Jesus various answers: "Some say that You are John 
the Baptist. Some say that You are Elijah. Others say that You 
are Jeremiah. Still others say that You are one prophet or 
another." 

"But who do you say that I am?" Jesus asked them. 

"You are the Christ, the Son of the living God," Simon Peter 
answered. 

We need to keep in mind that this is not the first time Peter 
made such an amazing confession.[9] The scriptures record 
three times of such a statement by Simon Peter. On the 
evening just after Jesus had fed 5,000 men plus an 
unrecorded number of women and children with five loaves 
and two small fish, Jesus walked on water to the disciples 
rowing on the sea in the midst of a storm; in fact, Simon Peter 



asked the Lord Jesus to call him out, but Peter sank and was 
rescued by Jesus; the wind ceased as soon as Jesus entered 
the ship. The disciples confessed, "Truly You are the Son of 
God."[10] Although this was voiced as a general consensus, 
Simon Peter would most certainly have been included as an 
assenting voice. 

The very next day, many of those who had eaten the miracle 
fish and the wonder bread tracked down Jesus and desired to 
fill their bellies again. Jesus told them hard spiritual truth, such 
as, "I am the Bread of Life… I am the living Bread which came 
down from heaven…. Verily, verily, I say unto you that unless 
you eat the flesh of the Son of Man, and drink His blood, you 
have no life in you."[11] 

Many were offended at these spiritual truths because they 
were carnally minded. They thought of their appetites, desiring 
to have their fleshly cravings filled. Many of them left Jesus, 
never to walk with Him again. Jesus turned to the Twelve and 
asked them, "Will you also go away?"[12] 

Simon Peter answered, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have 
the words of eternal life; and we believe and are sure that You 
are that very Christ, the Son of the living God."[13] 

In Caesarea Philippi, the Lord Jesus responded to Simon 
Peter's confession saying, "Blessed are you, Simon son of 
Jonah: for flesh and blood has not revealed this truth unto you, 
but by My Father which is in heaven."[14] 

Well, that is just what we had been examining in the 
conversion of Saul of Tarsus: that this revelation of Christ 
must be by the drawing of Christ's heavenly Father. Jesus 
continues to disclose some truths concerning this revelation 
and the church He will build: 

 

 

 

 



And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this 
rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it. And I will give unto thee the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on 
earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt 
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Then charged he 
his disciples that they should tell no man that he was Jesus 
the Christ. Matthew 16:18-20 

Clearly, they are told to tell no one else that Jesus was the 
Christ because the empowerment that comes by the Holy 
Spirit, as prophesied by John the Baptist, would not be given 
until Jesus was crucified, resurrected, and ascended to the 
right hand on high. That will be covered with a little more detail 
in Chapter IV, "Its Power." 

Nevertheless, after the blessed truth of the revelation that 
Jesus was the Christ, the Son of the living God, the scripture 
text goes on to tell us: 

From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his 
disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer 
many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, 
and be killed, and be raised again the third day. Matthew 
16:21 

Simon Peter rebuked the Lord Jesus-- perhaps out of genuine 
affection and earthly fondness; however, right upon the heels 
of his heavenly revelation from the Father about Jesus being 
the very Christ and Son of the living God, receiving added 
revelation that he, indeed, was blessed to know that because 
of revelation from the Father, Peter rebukes the Lord: "Be it far 
from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee" (Matthew 16:22). 

What is the Lord's response? He turns around immediately 
and says to Peter, "Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an 
offence unto me: for thou savourest not the things that be of 
God, but those that be of men" (Matthew 16:23). 

From the amazing confession of Peter, and the "blessed" 
praise from the Lord for the utterance of that revelation, the 
confession that Jesus was the Christ, was negated completely 
in Peter's rebuke and denial of the redeeming death of Christ. 



Jesus equated Peter's sentiment as absolutely Satanic… 
which it is.[15] 

I submit that when the apostle wrote to the believing saints in 
Corinth, that he reminded them of the resolve in his heart to 
deliver the uncompromised gospel of Christ, and Him crucified. 
Paul was being direct and emphatic to declare Christ, and Him 
crucified; saying it in such a way so that there was no mistake: 
Christ's atoning death can never be removed from who Jesus 
is, else He would not be the Christ of scripture, neither would 
He be the Christ of history. 

In His very famous Sermon on the Mount, Jesus Himself gave 
this commentary of those who would profess Christ, yet not 
confess His condescending grace; not confess His redeeming 
death; not confess His substitutionary atonement; not confess 
His absolute righteousness; not confess His cleansing blood 
for the forgiveness of sins; not confess the wrath of God He 
received upon His person; not confess the sufficient and 
supreme sacrifice of His very soul: 

Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter 
into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my 
Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, 
Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy 
name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many 
wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never 
knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. Matthew 
7:21-23 

*       *       * 

When Paul delivered gospel truth 
To Corinth when he preached; 
He used not wisdom found on earth, 
Nor excellence of speech. 

Paul's power came by God's own truth: 
Christ Jesus crucified. 
We who believe have life because 
God's Son both lived and died. 

*       *       * 



CHAPTER 2 ENDNOTES 

[1] Acts 22:3; Philippians 3:6 

[2] Acts 9:4-5; Acts 8:3 

[3] Acts 9:1-22 

[4] Acts 9:1 

[5] Acts 7:2-8:1; Acts 22:20 

[6] Acts 8:3; Acts 22:5; Acts 26:9-11 

[7] Acts 9:3-7; Acts 22:6-11 

[8] Matthew 16:13-23 

[9] Matthew 14:15-33; John 6:66-69 

[10] Matthew 14:33 

[11] John 6:35, 51, 53 

[12] John 6:66, 67 

[13] John 6:68, 69 

[14] Matthew 16:17 

[15] See also Chapter III, "Its Provision," sub-section 1, 
"Condescension and Incarnation" 
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Chapter 3 -- ITS PROPOSITION 

MOREOVER, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I 
preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein 
ye stand; By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory 
what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. For 
I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how 
that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; And 
that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day 
according to the scriptures: 1 Corinthians 15:1-4 

Saul, called of the Lord as the apostle to the Gentiles, was 
passionate; and as seen briefly in the last chapter, he was 
singular in focus: all other things in the universe have faded 
into oblivion against this one truth-- Christ, and Him crucified. 

He had determined not to know anything except the truth of 
Jesus Christ crucified. Did that mean that he had forsaken all 
other Biblical truth? God forbid. The sum of the apostle's New 
Testament letters testifies immediately to his thorough 
understanding of the Biblical truths and of the doctrines of the 
Triune God. In fact, even in this very same letter to the 
believers at Corinth, he presents his determined expression of 
the gospel in a slightly more specific, but still condensed way: 
"For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, 
how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 
And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day 
according to the scriptures" (1 Corinthians 15:3, 4). 

What does Paul's statement include? It must certainly include 
every blessed truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ, for the 
apostle also said in this epistle, "For though I preach the 
gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon 
me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel!" (1 
Corinthians 9:16). I suggest to you that Paul's very bold 
statement includes, at the very least, these propositional 
truths: Christ's Incarnation; Christ's Crucifixion; Christ's 
Resurrection; Christ's Ascension; and Christ's Consummation 
of all things in His blessed return. 

 

 



Condescension and Incarnation 

The Condescension and Incarnation of God, who became a 
flesh and blood man, is the first truth contained in this blessed 
gospel of Christ crucified. The crucified Christ speaks of the 
depth of man's fallen nature to such an extent that God must 
become a man to pay that debt, else no man could live; and 
that it was necessary that God condescended to become a 
real man of flesh and bone, else His death would mean 
nothing. 

The substitute for our sins must be righteous; and that 
righteousness must not only exceed that of every man who 
has ever lived, but it must also abide in such unique holiness 
as to warrant standing in the pure righteousness of God 
Almighty. 

Jesus Christ is the Word who became flesh, dwelt among us 
as the only righteous Man who ever lived, the only Servant 
who ever ministered in perfect humility, the only Jew who ever 
kept the Law of Moses in utmost purity, the only Prophet who 
ever spoke the words of heaven in supreme verity, the only 
Son who ever obeyed His Father in absolute honesty, the only 
Priest who ever interceded for God's people in loving equity, 
and the only King who ever walked upon the earth with holy 
authority. 

The incarnation of Jesus Christ, born of a virgin, being very 
God, yet very Man, is all-important to the truth of the gospel. 
The beloved apostle, John, states that the denial of the 
incarnation is an utterance from the very spirit of antichrist: 

And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is 
come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of 
antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and 
even now already is it in the world. 1 John 4:3 

Denial of, or even thinking indifferently upon, the truth that 
God must become a man in order to redeem His people, 
indicates the deplorable depths into which mankind's state has 
fallen. 

 



The Corruption and Depravation of mankind is a truth 
contained within this first principal plank of Christ's 
condescending incarnation. The crucified Son of God, 
receiving the wrath of God for a debt He did not owe, and 
shedding His own blood for the forgiveness of sins He did not 
commit, speaks volumes of man's corrupt and depraved 
condition. When in the fullness of time, God's Son becoming a 
man, the wickedness of fallen man was so depraved that 
rather than embracing the Son of God, we executed Him; 
rather than trusting in God's only begotten Son, we tortured 
Him; rather than submitting to God's promised Christ, we 
shamed Him and spat upon Him and shunned Him. 

The best of man's righteousness is so full of fallen flesh that 
no man is worthy to unloose the latchet of Christ's sandals. All 
the righteousness of every redeemed soul for all eternity, even 
that which has been produced by God's grace through faith, 
will still fall short of God's glory in comparison to Jesus Christ. 
He is altogether lovely and in His holy presence we must cry 
out as Simon Peter, "Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O 
Lord" (Luke 5:8). The prophet, Isaiah, reveals the truth 
concerning the best of our best works in this way: 

But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our 
righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a 
leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away. 
Isaiah 64:6 

Crucifixion and Redemption 

The Crucifixion and Redemption unto fallen man's salvation, 
justification, reconciliation, adoption, sanctification, etc., is the 
next essential proposition given by this truth of the gospel of 
Christ crucified. In His perfect, substitutionary atonement we 
have the shedding of blood for the forgiveness of sins; the 
righteousness of Christ as the perfect substitute; the 
imputation of holy righteousness to the sinner and the 
imputation of horrific sin to the Son of God by the prophetic 
declaration of God as the just Justifier; the satisfaction of 
divine justice to provide reconciliation; etc. 

 



Jesus Christ hung upon Calvary's tree, an iron nail piercing 
His feet, bruising His heel, in order that by His atoning death 
He would crush the authority of Satan, fulfilling God's gracious 
promise of redemption uttered in the Garden of Eden after 
Adam had fallen: 

And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and 
between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, 
and thou shalt bruise his heel. Genesis 3:15 

Wearing a crown of thorns, thorns that speak of the curse 
upon mankind in Adam's fall,[1] Christ received the curse for a 
debt He did not owe, representing the entire human race as its 
head and authority. It is written, "Christ hath redeemed us 
from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is 
written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree" (Galatians 
3:13). 

By Jesus Christ's shed blood, those who believe on Him have 
forgiveness of sins, as it is written, "And almost all things are 
by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is 
no remission" (Hebrews 9:22). Moreover, Jesus Christ was 
crushed under God's just wrath for our iniquities; and by His 
stripes, penalty and punishment He did not owe, neither 
deserved, we are healed, saved, and reconciled to God; 
though we deserve God's wrath and His just punishment 
because of our sins, transgressions and iniquities.[2] We 
deserve death, our just wages, as sinners who were dead in 
trespasses and sins.[3] 

For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made 
alive. 1 Corinthians 15:22 

 That our Lord Jesus' body was buried three days, the only 
sign given to an evil and adulterous generation that He is very 
Christ,[4] signifies that He was truly human and that He had 
really died. 

 

 

 



Confirmation by Resurrection 

Christ's Resurrection gave Confirmation that Jesus Christ was 
very God; that His sacrificial death was the sufficient substitute 
to satisfy God's divine justice; that Christ's atoning death is 
sufficient to save even the chief of sinners. 

Anyone can claim to be the Son of God. Many people 
throughout the world and through the ages have made such 
an insidious claim. The Bible records that Jesus claimed to be 
God;[5] and His doing so, did not add to or take away anything 
from divine Majesty;[6] yet, only Jesus could prove it by His 
resurrection from the dead. It is written, "For thou wilt not 
leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to 
see corruption" (Psalms 16:10). 

The resurrection presents God's divine justice satisfied in 
Christ's atoning death, as it is written, "Which he wrought in 
Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his 
own right hand in the heavenly places" (Ephesians 1:20). 

The resurrection also presents the power behind Christ's 
sacrifice to save, as it is written, "That I may know him, and 
the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his 
sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; If by any 
means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead" 
(Philippians 3:10, 11). To commune with Christ by the 
fellowship of His sufferings must come by the power of His 
resurrection; and that power comes from the sufficiency of His 
atoning death upon Calvary's tree, knowing who He is and 
what He has done. Anyone can claim that they came to die for 
sins, but only One could prove it, Jesus Christ the righteous. 
The crucifixion without the resurrection is fruitless; --the 
resurrection without the Christ crucified is folly.[7] 

Coronation in Christ's Ascension 

The Coronation in Christ's Ascension is part and parcel of the 
truth of Christ crucified. Because a Man, Christ Jesus, wore a 
crown of thorns upon His blood-streaked brow, His victory on 
that cross of wood places a royal diadem upon the head of a 
Man: a Man-- righteous in life, humble in sufferings, obedient 
unto death, and vindicated by resurrection from the dead:[8] 



Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given 
him a name which is above every name: That at the name 
of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and 
things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father. Philippians 2:9-11 

Jesus Christ, the second Person of the Trinity is, was, and 
evermore shall be God. As Deity, He was, is, and always will 
be King of kings and Lord of lords; yet, by the incarnation, 
crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension as fully Man, He 
ascended into heaven by the regalia of all the heavenly host: 
"Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them up, ye 
everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in. Who is 
this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory. 
Selah" (Psalms 24:9, 10). 

The Consecration and Edification of Christ's church is certainly 
included in the victory of His crucifixion and resurrection, and 
would be best placed as a subhead to Christ's Coronation and 
Ascension. We are told in scripture: 

Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the 
church, and gave himself for it; That he might sanctify and 
cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, That he 
might present it to himself a glorious church, not having 
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be 
holy and without blemish. Ephesians 5:25-27 

Each time we partake of the Lord's Table we proclaim His 
death till He come.[9] This ordinance, given for our spiritual 
nourishment, aids in growing us in grace and strengthening us 
in faith on the one truth that exalts Christ more than any other 
in the universe for all eternity: the death of God's only 
begotten Son-- Christ crucified! 

Consummation and Restoration 

The Consummation and Restoration of all things in Christ's 
return is an essential element of the gospel truth of Christ 
crucified. The Lord promised to return. Angels testified to this 
truth at His ascension. The Word of God declares it 
throughout Scripture. 



Someone may object with a very simplistic eye upon scripture 
and suggest, "Wait a minute, Brother Jon. The opening 
scripture text for this chapter, 1 Corinthians 15:1-4, only 
mentions Christ's death, burial, and resurrection according to 
God's Word. It mentions nothing of the return. How can you 
call it essential to the gospel?" To that, I answer that the entire 
chapter provides the context for what was condensed in 
verses three and four of First Corinthians chapter fifteen. This 
chapter vindicates the resurrection of Christ, which is the 
substance of the resurrection of all Christ's redeemed ones at 
His return: "But every man in his own order: Christ the 
firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming" (1 
Corinthians 15:23). 

Christ's return will be visible and bodily;[10] but were it not for 
the incarnation of God, and His subsequent crucifixion, there 
would be no bodily return, no need of it and no ground for it. 
Yet, because of the atoning death of God's Son, because of 
this crucified Christ, there is the promise of eternal joy in His 
presence for all who eagerly await His return;[11] and the 
judgment of eternal wrath in His presence for all those who 
egregiously oppose His reign.[12] 

Conclusion and Meditation 

Although there is much more included within these powerful 
statements by the apostle, these fundamental truths just 
proposed are certainly included. Must every detail mentioned 
in this chapter be assented to and acknowledged in order for a 
soul to be saved? No, not every detail, but the basics within 
each heading should be: that is, of Jesus Christ's incarnation, 
crucifixion, resurrection, ascension, and consummation. 

That these truths are included, we must take note of the 
impact of these carefully inspired words penned by the 
apostle: "Jesus Christ, and him crucified." The Person and 
work of Jesus Christ are never divorced one from another. 
Christ does by virtue of who He is, and who He is necessitates 
what He does. The words selected in this statement tell us 
that the impact of the crucified Christ, according to scripture, is 
a truth that must be emphasized in all that we think, say, and 
do to bring unto God the greatest glory mankind can manifest 
as wretched sinners saved by free and sovereign grace. 



*       *       * 

Moreover, brethren, I declare 
The gospel preach'd to you 
Which you've receiv'd and wherein stand; 
By which ye are sav'd too.  

That is to say, if ye hold fast 
The Word preach'd as it came 
To you in pow'r and trusting faith 
Unless believ'd in vain. 

For I deliver'd unto you 
This most important Word: 
No different from the gospel truth 
That also I had heard-- 

How for our sins that Christ had died, 
In holy writ preserv'd; 
And buried, rising the third day, 
Recorded in God's Word. 

*       *       * 
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Chapter 4 -- ITS POWER 

For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish 
foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of 
God. 1 Corinthians 1:18 

Preaching Jesus Christ crucified does not make any sense to 
the unbeliever. To the one who has neither interest in life 
eternal nor desire in the delight of God, it is utter foolishness. 

 Foolishness to the Perishing 

This foolishness among lost men is exemplified in three kinds 
of people found at Golgotha in those hours the Son of God 
was crucified. First, it is seen in the pride of the religious 
leaders and the passersby. These were men with exalted 
hearts. They did not want Messiah[1] unless the Messiah 
came on their terms and in the way acceptable to them; an 
avenue that did not include the bloody cross, neither a humble 
and obedient Servant: 

And they that passed by railed on him, wagging their 
heads, and saying, Ah, thou that destroyest the temple, 
and buildest it in three days, Save thyself, and come down 
from the cross. Likewise also the chief priests mocking 
said among themselves with the scribes, He saved others; 
himself he cannot save. Let Christ the King of Israel 
descend now from the cross, that we may see and believe. 
And they that were crucified with him reviled him. Mark 
15:29-32 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



This first group wanted nothing of the atoning substitute, 
neither the shed blood of forgiveness. They wanted Christ as 
long as He did not suffer the penalty of death that we rightly 
deserve (Come down from the cross and then we'll believe). 
These are convicted by the implications of the suffering and 
death of the righteous Son of God. Christ's suffering under 
God's wrath is the revelation of the wrath due every rebellious 
man, woman, and child since, and including Adam and Eve. 
These receive the Word with gladness, like the Pharisees, but 
as the Word is seed sown among the rocks and in stony 
places,[2] there is no root, no power to see the Word's 
emphasis on Christ crucified. "Preach to us the Word," they 
shout with joy, "but don't proclaim the wrath of God." 

Second, we see the covetousness of the people near the 
cross when the Lord Jesus quotes the Word of God in 
Aramaic, from Psalms 22:1. These were men with divided 
hearts. God was not most precious to them, neither was His 
Word, His will, or His way, otherwise they would have seen 
the love of God in the perfect, substitutionary sacrifice of His 
one and only Son. These had other interests after which they 
lusted. These often clamor after sensation at the expense of 
salvation: 

And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, 
Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? which is, being interpreted, 
My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? And some 
of them that stood by, when they heard it, said, Behold, he 
calleth Elias. And one ran and filled a spunge full of 
vinegar, and put it on a reed, and gave him to drink, 
saying, Let alone; let us see whether Elias will come to 
take him down. Mark 15:34-36 

The second group knew nothing of the infinite value of Christ's 
suffering and shame; and therefore wanted to enhance the 
cross with whatever fancy entertained their lusty desires. 
These live among thorns and thistles,[3] with one foot in the 
Word, and one foot in the world. These are distracted easily, 
and as they are susceptible to the cares of the world, they are 
likewise lured by its temporal pleasures. 

 



The third perishing group exemplified at the cross of Christ is 
seen in the impurity and uncleanness of the thief who hung 
alongside Jesus. His heart was defiant and adulterous. He 
wanted nothing of repentance from sin and cared nothing for 
eternal truth. This thief believed that he was deserving of 
liberty as-is, and objected to his condemnation. Although this 
thief hung upon a Roman cross for his certain guilt, and 
though Jesus, the righteous Son of God hung upon a cross 
next to him, and although he witnessed the wrath of God from 
heaven revealed against all ungodliness and unrighteousness 
of men,[4] God gave him over to uncleanness through the 
lusts of his own heart.[5] The thief defiantly cast insults against 
the Christ of God: 

And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on 
him, saying, If thou be Christ, save thyself and us. Luke 
23:39 

As the first group wants Christ and not the cross, and as the 
second group will keep the cross as long as they can have 
their worldly whims also, the third group wants nothing of the 
Christ or His cross. The Word, and its living testimony by the 
cross in others, is as seed sown on the roadside where the 
fowls of the air snatch it away immediately.[6] 

When we stop to consider the hearts of fallen men and their 
perspective of the cross of Christ as foolish, it should be 
sobering, even startling to yet consider that there are many 
churches today, in the name of Jesus Christ, that either 
minimize or diminish the truth of the Lord's crucifixion, ignore 
or reject altogether Christ's atoning death; or they teach it as 
historical fact, but feel they must enhance the Christianity that 
comes from it, with "interesting" and "relevant" things of the 
world in order to make it appealing-- in order for it not to 
appear foolish unto those who count the cross foolishness. 
Why? Because the leaders of these churches do not see the 
cross of Christ as the powerful truth to save men's souls, 
sanctify redeemed hearts, and raise them ultimately in the last 
day: 

 

 



This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall 
come. For men shall be lovers of their own selves, 
covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to 
parents, unthankful, unholy, Without natural affection, 
trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, 
despisers of those that are good, Traitors, heady, 
highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 
Having a form of godliness, but denying the power 
thereof: from such turn away. 2 Timothy 3:1-5 

Is this to say that every one of the church leaders today that 
are using methods and gimmicks to enhance the truth of the 
gospel are unsaved? Not at all. As John Bunyan points out in 
his treatise, Christian Behavior, the temptations of pride, 
covetousness and uncleanness, are the very same that 
plague the redeemed soul saved by God's grace. 

What we should ever keep in mind is that if these temptations 
rise in our flesh and wage war against the spirit of the new 
creation in Christ we have been made to be by the gospel 
truth of Christ crucified, then how much more susceptible are 
unbelievers to its allures and trappings? 

Power unto the Redeemed 

The Power of God in the Preaching of the Cross can only be 
recognized by the source of its power: the Holy Spirit. 

When Jesus stood with His disciples on Mount Olivet just 
before He ascended into heaven, He told them not to depart 
from Jerusalem. His instruction was that they wait for the 
promise spoken by John the Baptist: 

For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized 
with the Holy Ghost not many days hence…. But ye shall 
receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: 
and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part 
of the earth. Acts 1:5, 8 

 

 



This is the key to the true power of preaching the cross of 
Jesus Christ: the empowerment of the abiding Holy Spirit. 
Looking again to that conversation at Caesarea Philippi 
recorded in Matthew's gospel, and mentioned previously in 
Chapter 2, Peter made his blessed confession, expressing 
that he believed Jesus to be "the Christ, the Son of the living 
God" (Matthew 16:16). After that, Jesus tells His disciples not 
to tell anyone that He was, in fact, that very Christ of God: 

Then charged he his disciples that they should tell no man 
that he was Jesus the Christ. Matthew 16:20 

Why would Jesus say such a thing? It is quite simple, really. 
There would be no power behind their confession until He had 
gone to the cross and ascended to heaven. Their powerful 
confession would only come by the particular anointing 
available through the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit. 
The power of Christ's witness among His redeemed would 
come after Calvary, after Christ's atoning death, after His 
resurrection from the dead, after His ascension to the right 
hand of Majesty on high, and after He prayed the Father to 
send the Holy Spirit. 

John, the beloved disciple, shares seven major characteristics 
of the Holy Spirit's work as disclosed by Jesus on the night He 
was betrayed: He empowers; He abides; He teaches and 
reminds; He testifies; He reproves; He guides; and He glorifies 
Christ. 

The Holy Ghost Empowers 

The Holy Spirit empowers the believing saint unto greater 
works than the miracles that Jesus did, which authenticated 
and bore witness of who He was. Jesus told His disciples: 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the 
works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than 
these shall he do; because I go unto my Father. John 
14:12 

 

 



His chosen apostles would certainly do the works like those 
done by Christ. Signs, miracles and mighty wonders were 
accomplished at the hands of the apostles and prophets 
during the birth, infancy and growth of the early church. The 
scriptures of the New Testament had not yet been penned; 
therefore, as the Old Testament was illuminated by the 
revelation of Jesus Christ, and Him crucified, the 
accompanying miracles authenticated their ministry and 
established the Word given in the New Testament. 

John the Baptist sent his own disciples to Jesus while he was 
in prison, not because he doubted who Christ was, but 
because he wanted his disciples to hear from Christ's own 
mouth that He was the One.[7] John's disciples said to Jesus, 
"John the Baptist hath sent us unto thee, saying, Art thou he 
that should come? or look we for another?" (Luke 7:20). Do 
you remember how Jesus responded? 

And in that same hour he cured many of their infirmities 
and plagues, and of evil spirits; and unto many that were 
blind he gave sight. Then Jesus answering said unto them, 
Go your way, and tell John what things ye have seen and 
heard; how that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are 
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, to the poor 
the gospel is preached. And blessed is he, whosoever 
shall not be offended in me. Luke 7:21-23 

The Lord Jesus confirmed His ministry to them by the 
preaching of the gospel accompanied by the corroborating 
signs and wonders. John's disciples saw and heard exactly 
what John the Baptist knew they would receive from Christ. 
After John's disciples left, Jesus spoke to the people 
concerning the Baptist: 

 

 

 

 

 



What went ye out into the wilderness for to see? A reed 
shaken with the wind? But what went ye out for to see? A 
man clothed in soft raiment? Behold, they which are 
gorgeously apparelled, and live delicately, are in kings' 
courts. But what went ye out for to see? A prophet? Yea, I 
say unto you, and much more than a prophet. This is he, of 
whom it is written, Behold, I send my messenger before thy 
face, which shall prepare thy way before thee. For I say 
unto you, Among those that are born of women there is not 
a greater prophet than John the Baptist: but he that is least 
in the kingdom of God is greater than he. Luke 7:24-28 

John was the greatest of Old Testament prophets, according 
to the Lord Christ's own testimony. It is interesting to note that 
John performed no miracle; neither was there any wondrous 
sign given by his hand. He preached the Christ to come, and 
repentance in preparation for His coming. Yet, Jesus also 
included at the end of His discourse that the "least in the 
kingdom of God is greater than he." I believe that is because 
the very least soul saved by the preaching of Christ crucified 
after the Day of Pentecost and the impartation of Holy Spirit, is 
full of the greatest power on earth: God Himself. 

The greater works that would be done is the preaching of the 
cross by the blessed power of the Holy Spirit. It is that witness 
of Christ, which goes before the world "after that the Holy 
Ghost is come upon you." 

The Holy Ghost Abides 

As John the Baptist went forth in the spirit of Elijah, pointing to 
Christ and preparing the way for His coming,[8] the church of 
Jesus Christ goes forth in the double portion of Elijah's power 
in the spirit of Elisha.[9] This New Testament double portion is 
the in-dwelling gift of the Holy Spirit. Jesus said, 

And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another 
Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; Even the 
Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it 
seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for 
he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. John 14:16, 17 

 



The Holy Spirit dwells with Christ's redeemed saints; and as 
the gospel has spread, that witness has gone to the four 
quadrants of the earth. The wind of the Spirit blows where He 
desires[10] to accomplish the work because His omnipresence 
ministers upon the planet in perfect unity with the ascended 
Son and the eternal Father. 

Yet, the Lord's particular promise was not merely for the Holy 
Spirit to dwell with Christ's redeemed saints, but that this 
Comforter would be in them: abiding, dwelling, making His 
home in the temple of the believer's body. The work of the 
Spirit of Christ to seek and to save the lost coupled with the 
Spirit's stirring the hearts of redeemed men to preach Christ 
crucified is a powerful, efficacious grace. 

The Holy Ghost Teaches and Reminds 

There is great power in the simplest expression of preaching 
the gospel of Christ crucified; nevertheless, for souls to be 
merely saved and not grow is the epitome of pride. Such an 
idea would suggest that upon salvation we have completely 
arrived. A process of sanctification means growth in grace and 
strengthening in faith unto spiritual maturity. Again, of the Holy 
Spirit, Jesus said, 

But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the 
Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, 
and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I 
have said unto you. John 14:26 

The Holy Spirit will teach us all things. That doesn't mean that 
He will teach us everything. It means that all things that we will 
learn of those things spiritually discerned, will be taught by 
Him. Preachers, pastors, and teachers do not teach us 
anything. They are merely the means by which the Holy Spirit 
may teach us. The Bible does not teach us anything. Yes, it is 
clear, understandable, and the average person of average 
intelligence can comprehend its basic meaning,[11] but its 
message cannot be apprehended in the heart[12] except the 
Holy Spirit abide within (therefore, that person must be a 
believer), and that the Holy Spirit teach that person the 
heavenly truths.[13] 



This is why the preaching of the cross is not sourced in the 
"enticing words of man's wisdom."[14] Our study of and 
meditation upon scripture is not to merely amass and 
categorize factoids to increase our intellects and enhance the 
knowledge of our minds; it is to know the Person of Jesus 
Christ. It is to know Christ, not things about Him. To know 
Christ is godly; to desire to know things about Christ is 
idolatry.  Jesus prayed for His disciples in the garden the night 
He was betrayed, "And this is life eternal, that they may know 
thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast 
sent" (John 17:3). 

When the Holy Spirit teaches, and we learn about Christ, the 
more we learn about the Lord, the nearer we are drawn to the 
Lord. The more we are united to God in Christ, the greater our 
witness is to the world of what Christ has done at Calvary. In 
teaching us the spiritual truths, the Holy Spirit is fulfilling the 
Lord's prayer in the lives of believing souls: "That they all may 
be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also 
may be in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent 
me" (John 17:21). 

The Holy Spirit will also "bring all things to your remembrance, 
whatsoever I have said unto you." First of all, this indicates 
that there must be some initial "hearing" of God's Word in 
order to be reminded of it. Further, this aspect of the Holy 
Spirit reinforces His teaching work: if it has not been taught us 
by the Spirit of Christ, it won't be brought into remembrance. 

I might suggest that this is another way in which the double 
portion upon Elisha foreshadowed the Holy Spirit's anointing in 
the New Testament believer's life. 

The Holy Ghost Testifies of Christ 

Although we, souls redeemed by God's grace, are the means 
by which God bears witness of His Son, our powerful witness 
comes because the Holy Spirit testifies of Christ to us in, by, 
and through the holy scriptures. Jesus said, 

 

 



But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto 
you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which 
proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me: John 
15:26 

We learn of Christ because the Holy Spirit teaches us the 
spiritual truths of God's Word. There is power in the Word, but 
that great power is harnessed in this truth, that all of scripture, 
from Genesis to Revelation, testifies of Jesus Christ. Jesus 
said, "Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have 
eternal life: and they are they which testify of me" (John 5:39). 
Of the Lord Christ, the psalmist also declares, "Then said I, 
Lo, I come: in the volume of the book it is written of me, I 
delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my 
heart" (Psalms 40:7, 8).[15] 

The Holy Ghost Reproves 

The rebuking work of the Holy Spirit is three-fold. He 
convinces the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment. Here 
is what the Lord Jesus says about this important truth: 

Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that 
I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come 
unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. And when 
he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of 
righteousness, and of judgment: Of sin, because they 
believe not on me; Of righteousness, because I go to my 
Father, and ye see me no more; Of judgment, because the 
prince of this world is judged. John 16:7-11 

The Holy Spirit rebukes the unbelieving world of sin. The 
power in preaching the cross of Christ with regard to sin is that 
fallen humanity deserves the wrath Christ received in His 
person when He hung upon that tree: "For which things' sake 
the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience: 
….For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God" 
(Colossians 3:6; Romans 3:23). Christ Jesus paid a debt He 
did not owe; and we owe a debt we could not possibly pay. 

 

 



The Holy Spirit also rebukes the world of righteousness. The 
power of preaching Christ crucified with regard to 
righteousness is that Jesus Christ is the perfect Substitute, by 
which no other man could take His place. His righteousness 
was impeccable and beyond all reproach from beginning to 
end. No man, except Christ Jesus, could ever say this of his 
own righteousness. All other men are as unrighteous as the 
most wicked and guilty sinner, "As it is written, There is none 
righteous, no, not one: There is none that understandeth, 
there is none that seeketh after God" (Romans 3:10, 11). 

The Father in heaven spoke more than once of His holy 
pleasure with the Lord Jesus, saying, "This is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him" (Matthew 17:5). No 
man, other than Christ Jesus, could ever receive the heavenly 
accolade apart from the grace of God found in Christ alone. 

Christ's righteousness, as a Man upon earth, was worthy to 
stand in the full glory of God's holy presence. Jesus said that 
the Holy Spirit would reprove the world of righteousness 
because, says He, "I go to my Father, and ye see me no 
more." It is interesting that the Holy Spirit records this through 
the language in a way that implies that even the righteousness 
that Jesus upheld, at the very moment He spoke those words 
prior to going to the cross, was holy enough to stand before 
the presence of God Almighty. 

Finally, the Holy Spirit rebukes the world of judgment. The 
power of preaching Christ crucified, as it relates to judgment, 
is found in the fulfillment of God's first pronunciation of the 
gospel in the Garden of Eden immediately after the fall of 
Adam: 

And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and 
between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, 
and thou shalt bruise his heel. Genesis 3:15  

Satan's authority was crushed (bruise thy head) when the 
virgin-born Christ was crucified (bruise his heel). At the cross, 
Satan, the prince of this world, is judged. 

 



The Holy Ghost Guides 

The preaching of the Christ crucified also finds power in the 
truth of the Holy Spirit's gentle guidance. The Lord Jesus tells 
us, 

Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide 
you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but 
whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will 
shew you things to come. John 16:13 

To teach of Christ so that we may know Him is one thing; 
however, without the Holy Spirit's guidance the sinner would 
be unable to act upon that heavenly illumination to receive 
God's free gift. Without the Spirit's guidance, the believing 
saint would also be unable to act apart from the flesh, which 
lusts against the Spirit.[16] 

The Holy Spirit's guidance comes with all the authority of the 
Triune God, for "he shall not speak of himself." It is 
inconceivable for the Holy Spirit to act independently on earth 
and dwelling within the lives of redeemed saints. He speaks 
and guides with the power of the Trinity. 

His guidance is in concert and eternal harmony with the 
Father and the Son so that the unity He brings to redeemed 
individuals in Christ's church is consistent with the Word of 
God (whatsoever he shall hear), authorized and endorsed in 
heaven upon earth (he shall speak), and eternal for God's 
glory and the advancement of Christ's kingdom until Jesus 
return (he will shew you things to come). 

The Holy Ghost Glorifies Christ 

Finally, the preaching of the cross harnesses power from the 
Holy Spirit's glorifying Christ by this preaching. Jesus said, 

He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall 
shew it unto you. John 16:14 

The Lord Jesus also explained what He meant by this in the 
following verse, 

 



All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, 
that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you. John 
16:15 

As all things are Christ's, and are the very same things that 
belong to the heavenly Father, then to glorify Christ is the very 
same thing as to glorify the Father. Likewise, to glorify the 
Father is the very same thing as to glorify the Son. This same 
unity that we briefly examined in the Holy Spirit's guiding work 
exists also in His glorifying work. Therefore, the Spirit, will take 
the things that glorify Christ, and show them unto Christ's 
redeemed lambs. 

Concluding Caveats 

This is not to say that these seven basic characteristics of the 
Holy Spirit's work provide power only for the preaching of the 
cross. The Holy Spirit exercises His power wherever He will in 
all that He does.[17] Nevertheless, His power will most 
certainly be exercised by the preaching of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ crucified. 

Temptations from an exalted heart, a divided heart, and a 
defiant heart will hinder the power that comes by the 
preaching of the cross. Denying, ignoring, or minimizing the 
power of the preaching of the cross, and most especially 
ignoring or minimizing its source, will make Christian believers 
susceptible to those three basic temptations. 

*        *       * 

For the preaching of the cross is 
To the lost, imprudent; 
But unto us, God's sav'd children, 
God in omnipotence! 

For it is written, I'll destroy 
The wisdom of wise men, 
And bring to naught the intellect 
They think they comprehend. 

 

 



Where is the wise? the scribe? and he 
Who disputes in this world? 
Hath not God made the world's wisdom 
Foolish and unfurl'd? 

For after that in God's wise plan, 
The world knew not the Lord; 
Though in its wisdom it had tried 
Apart from God's pure Word.  

Yet, it pleas'd God through redeem'd men 
To preach Christ crucified; 
By foolish preaching God saves those  
Through faith in Him who died. 

*        *       * 

CHAPTER 4 ENDNOTES 

[1] Or, Christ. Messiah, the Hebrew Mashiach, means 
"Anointed One." 

[2] Matthew 13:5-6, 20-21 

[3] Matthew 13:7, 22 
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[5] Romans 1:24 

[6] Matthew 13:4, 19 

[7] I heard this first suggested by Jimmy Turner, during a 
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but I can't make it fit with scripture." I concur. It doesn't fit with 
scripture to say that John the Baptist doubted. 

[8] Malachi 4:5, 6; Luke 1:17; Matthew 17:10-13 

[9] 2 Kings 2:9 

[10] John 3:8 
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[12] 1 Corinthians 2:14 

[13] An objection from a misunderstanding of Galatians 3:24 
may arise, "Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring 
us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith." Paul, 
speaking to Jewish believers and Gentile believers who were 
being convinced to include the Mosaic observances, says that 
the Law of Moses was "our paidigogos to bring us unto 
Christ…" Our English transliteration, pedagogue, which today 
means teacher or one who instructs, was not the definition for 
the Greek or Roman societies of Paul's day. The pedagogue 
was one, typically a young, responsible slave, who led or 
guided a child of the household to the tutor or teacher. The 
Greek paidos (child) and agogos (guide) were combined to 
form the word of Paul's day. The Law of God taught nothing. It 
only guided the individual soul to the holy Teacher, God, 
because the keeping of the Mosaic Law, though blessings and 
curses accompanied its observation, could not merit favor with 
God. The Teacher of truth in every age has always been the 
Holy Spirit by the grace of God. 
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[17] John 3:8 
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Chapter 5 -- ITS PURPOSE 

But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a 
stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness….  That no 
flesh should glory in his presence. 1 Corinthians 1:23, 29 

The glory of God is the purpose of all creation for both 
creatures and things. As it pertains to mankind, the first 
catechistical point of the Westminster Shorter Catechism and 
Charles Spurgeon's A Puritan Catechism correctly asserts: 
"What is the chief end of man? Man's chief end is to glorify 
God, and to enjoy Him forever."[1] 

Though God receives glory in all things whatsoever He brings 
to pass, He receives special and particular glory from the 
preaching of Christ crucified. Why is that? For this reason: He 
receives ultimate and unrivaled glory through the actual work 
of Jesus Christ in His crucifixion. 

Glory of the Cross 

The glory of the cross is an eternal glory, an effectual glory, 
and an exclusive glory. Let's briefly review these three major 
aspects of God's glory by the crucifixion of His only Son. 

The Eternal Glory of the Cross 

The cross of Jesus Christ is exalted to glorify God by its 
eternal truth. Jesus Christ is "the Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world" (Revelation 13:8). Peter tells us this: 

But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without 
blemish and without spot: Who verily was foreordained 
before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in 
these last times for you, 1 Peter 1:19-20 

 

 

 

 



Before the foundation of the world, before ever an angel 
winged above the throne of glory, before Jehovah said, "Light 
be," and therefore, most certainly before ever He declared, 
"Let us make man in our image," the Triune God eternally 
ordained the death and resurrection of the eternal Son. In 
timeless eternity, the holy conference between the Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit determined by the perfect counsel of His 
own will that the most glorious display of God's love, joy, 
peace, mercy, grace, wrath, justice, goodness, and 
faithfulness would take place before heaven and upon earth. 

The Effectual Glory of the Cross 

The cross of Jesus Christ is exalted to glorify God by its 
effectual power. Because the crucifixion of Jesus Christ was 
an eternal decree it is sufficient in power to save the chief of 
sinners among the most vile of men. It is written, 

And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his 
name Jesus: for he shall save his people from their sins. 
Matthew 1:21 

The given name of God's Anointed is Jesus, meaning "shall 
save" because "he shall save his people from their sins." His 
name was not "might save;" but instead, "shall save" because 
of His sufficiency in Himself to save. Christ's perfect life alone 
was sufficient to satisfy every requirement for eternal 
restitution, needing the assistance of no other man, neither 
any other creature. His shed blood is sufficient for the 
remission of sins. The wrath He suffered for sins He did not 
commit secured redemption for every soul who believes. 
Christ's atoning death was sufficient to give life to all those 
who trust in Him alone for that life. 

The Exclusive Glory of the Cross 

The cross of Jesus Christ is exalted to glorify God by its 
exclusive grace. Christ's atoning and substitutionary sacrifice 
on that tree of wood is unrivaled. Nothing done through the 
combined efforts of all creation can match its infinite value or 
compete with its eternal distinction. Jesus said this of His own 
sacrificial death: 



And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto 
me. This he said, signifying what death he should die. 
John 12:32, 33 

If men would be drawn to Him by His crucifixion, then no man 
would assist or could assist in the eternal work of redemption. 
Although sinful men executed Christ in their hatred of Christ, 
their actions only exhibited the shame of mankind's sin and 
culpability before a holy and just God-- our actions in 
crucifying Christ only necessitated His work of redemption; our 
actions did not aid, assist or participate in Christ's redemptive 
work. Therefore, in its exclusive glory and by its distinctive 
work, no man could add to its value or subtract from its reality. 

The work of Christ's atoning death is objective in its 
declaration, sufficient in its application, and unique in its 
execution. In this way God alone is glorified. 

Glory by the Cross 

God is also glorified in the proclamation of the truth of Christ 
crucified. God uses men redeemed by Christ's atoning work 
as the typical means to proclaim its redemptive truth. He may 
work beyond these means, but when He does, it is to our 
shame, as He has ordained the foolishness of preaching for 
the salvation of souls, as it is written in, 

For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom 
knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of 
preaching to save them that believe. 1 Corinthians 1:21 

God receives glory by the preaching of Christ crucified, as it is 
all of grace in its effectual results. The works of men's religious 
hands, the thoughts of men's intellectual minds, and even the 
eloquence of men's utterances cannot assist the power that 
comes by the Spirit's wonderful work in the proclamation of the 
Christ crucified. The works of men's religious hands and the 
thoughts of their intellectual minds are addressed directly, as it 
is written in 1 Corinthians 1:23, 

But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a 
stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness; 

 



Unto the Jews a Stumblingblock 

The preaching of Christ crucified is a stumblingblock to the 
Jews; in other words, it is offensive to them, and more literally, 
scandalous.[2] The Law of Moses was venerated by the Jews 
to the extent that they denied the Lord Jesus, of whom the 
Law of Moses spoke.[3] 

This truth, however, does not merely speak of the Jews of the 
Lord's time, or the Jews of Paul's day, but it also expresses 
the religious heart throughout any age that desires to achieve 
a righteous standing before God by religious works, actions, or 
activities. 

The cross itself, as God's justifying work in salvation, and the 
preaching of the cross of Christ as the primary means by 
which He conveys its truth, removes every religious work of 
man from the realm of significance. Our religious works are 
not only useless in assisting God's redemptive work in Christ 
upon the cross, but is also useless in assisting God's means 
for conveying that truth. Our flesh wants so very much to help 
God out and to help His message out with our religious 
observance: by our sacrifices and our good deeds. However 
noble our intent, and however sincere our motivations, it does 
not help at all, but hinders; and only shows us to be unfaithful 
to the heavenly declarations of grace in God's Word. Mr. 
Toplady expresses this so beautifully in his hymn, 

No price in my hand I bring, Simply to Thy cross I cling.[4] 

This doesn't mean that a virtuous life does not spring forth 
from a life kept near the gospel truth of Christ crucified by 
God's grace. A life saved by the truth of the cross will be 
affected by the redemptive work of the cross, as we have 
understood its effectual power to save as mentioned earlier. 
Our holy life is the result of regeneration by the gospel of 
Christ; not the origin of it-- and as the power of the Holy Spirit 
was discussed briefly in the last chapter, the sanctified life is 
one of progression by and through the Spirit's work. 

Unto the Greeks Foolishness 

The preaching of Christ crucified is foolishness to the Greeks; 



in other words, it is stupid to them, or more literally, 
moronic.[5] The Greeks venerated the intellect and valued 
logic and philosophy. 

As with the Jews, this truth concerning the Greek thinking 
mind of Paul's day, presents a principal that transcends era 
and culture. Any intellectual ascent void of the revelation of 
the atoning death of Christ will eventually oppose the gospel. 
It may not initially oppose it, but it will by and by. 

Additionally, as the gospel may be initially received and heard 
joyfully when the seed of God's Word is sown upon a rock, the 
gospel of Christ crucified may be pondered by the intellectual 
mind.[6] Yet, as the seed falling upon the rocks provides no 
place for revelation truth to take root, the intellectual will weary 
eventually through his analytical scrutiny.[7] This is because of 
the overwhelming nature of the heavenly revelation, together 
with the truths that seem to oppose one another, i.e. God's 
gracious mercy and His divine justice, God's sovereignty and 
man's responsibility, Christ's deity and His humanity, etc. The 
weakness and inferiority of the human mind alone, especially 
in its fallen condition, will reject or simply dismiss the gospel of 
Christ crucified without divine faith imparted by the grace of 
God to trust the irreconcilable truths of heaven. Such truths 
can only be reconciled at the seat of God's throne by God 
alone-- and may only be received by us through faith found at 
the foot of the cross.[8] 

We have already established in Chapter 2 that the truth of 
Christ crucified is a heavenly revelation.[9] This is what it 
means to be born-again, or literally, born from above.[10] The 
principals of logic must flow from the central truth of Christ's 
redeeming work, else our conclusions will be faulty, and even 
our practical application of Biblical truth will miss the mark. An 
example of the latter may be seen in the Biblical account of 
Joseph from Genesis 37. 

 

 

 



Joseph was Jacob's eleventh son, as well as his favorite. 
Jacob gave Joseph a distinctive place in his heart and 
distinguished Joseph as his particular favorite by giving him a 
special coat. Joseph's brothers were jealous and hated him. 
God gave Joseph two dreams, which he told to his family: the 
first, as he and his brothers were binding sheaves in the field, 
Joseph's sheaf rose up from among the others and the 
sheaves of his eleven brothers bowed to his; the second, the 
sun, the moon, and eleven stars bowed to his star. His 
brothers were furious. Eventually, they desired his death and 
conspired to kill him, but instead, sold him as a slave unto 
Egypt. 

If we were to draw conclusions from this episode with non-
gospel vision, the lesson we might apply to our lives is that we 
should be very careful to whom we tell our dreams; or even 
suggest that it might be best not to even bring spiritual matters 
up before others unless you were sure they would receive 
them-- because you're only asking for trouble otherwise-- for 
people will betray you, conspire to kill you, shut you up, shut 
you in, and sell you out. 

Yet, from Genesis 39 to the end of the book of Genesis, all of 
this was orchestrated magnificently by a sovereign God in 
order to save the entire family, as well as to paint portraits 
foreshadowing Christ along the way. Joseph summed it up for 
his brothers at the very end of the book: 

And Joseph said unto them, Fear not: for am I in the place 
of God? But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but 
God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, 
to save much people alive. Genesis 50:19-20 

When we look at the same episode in Genesis 37 through the 
blessed and prophetic lens of Christ crucified, we realize that 
when God has given us a heavenly dream, it is to be lived out 
prophetically in Christ; when He has given us a spiritual vision, 
we must attend to its reality in our mortal flesh; when the Lord 
has provided for us illumination to His will by His Word, then 
we must live it out and speak it forth. The results from the 
unbelieving world will be just as the scripture tells us-- they will 
hate us, they will persecute us, and we will have tribulation, as 
it is written, 



If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it 
hated you. If ye were of the world, the world would love his 
own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have 
chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth 
you. John 15:18-19 

Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer 
persecution. 2 Timothy 3:12 

These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might 
have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of 
good cheer; I have overcome the world. John 16:33 

But We Preach Christ Crucified 

As the gospel of Christ crucified cannot be attained through 
the religious works of sinful men, nor can be attained through 
the logical thinking of sinful men, neither can it be more 
effective, more persuasive or more savingly executed through 
the eloquent proclamation of sinful men, to suggest such a 
thing would certainly contradict what the apostle stated prior to 
his telling the Corinthians that he determined to know nothing 
among them except the gospel truth of Christ, and Him 
crucified: 

And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with 
excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the 
testimony of God. 1 Corinthians 2:1 

Neither excellent speech nor cunning wisdom was used by 
Paul in declaring the gospel truth. It is the work of the Holy 
Spirit alone regardless of whether one is on the receiving side 
or the delivery side of the gospel. Why? God tells us in a verse 
just prior to what we've read in 1 Corinthians 2:1-2,  

That no flesh should glory in his presence. 1 Corinthians 
1:29 

 

 

 



Glory in the Cross 

God receives glory from the work of Christ's crucifixion and He 
also receives glory from proclamation of Christ's crucifixion, in 
those to whom God is saving, and in those by whom God is 
using to preach His truth. Therefore, if man's chief end, 
ultimate goal and reason for existence is to glorify God, then 
we glorify God when our boast is in the crucified Christ, as it is 
written, 

But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, 
and I unto the world. Galatians 6:14 

When we can boast in anything apart from the redeeming 
work of Jesus Christ, by His righteous life lived, His prophetic 
word taught, His heavenly declarations proclaimed, His 
obedient servitude exemplified, His perfect substitutionary 
death, etc., we sin, straying from the gospel, departing from its 
glory and its power. 

*       *       * 

But we proclaim Christ crucified, 
Offensive to the Jews, 
And unto Greek minds foolishness: 
Rejected by both views. 

Yet, for all those whom God has call'd, 
Both Jews and Greeks alike, 
Jesus Christ, the great pow'r of God 
And wisdom from on high. 

For God's apparent foolishness 
Is wiser than all men; 
And what seems to be God's weakness: 
Stronger than all heaven. 

For, brethren, won't you bring to mind, 
God's calling, ye can see, 
Not many wise or strong are call'd, 
Noble, too, not many. 

 



But God had chosen from this world 
The foolish things to stun 
The wise; and weak things He chose too, 
Confounding those things strong. 

And the lowly and despis'd things, 
The world considers base, 
God has valued and has chosen; 
The lofty He laid waste. 

The reason God has done these things: 
That no flesh should glory 
In His presence-- for God's Word 
Knows no other story. 

*        *       * 
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Chapter 6 -- ITS PROVISION 

Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, 
repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Acts 20:21 

When the Apostle Paul was on his way to Jerusalem with a 
gift from the churches of the Gentiles for the poor saints 
among the Jews, he stopped in Miletus and called for the 
elders of Ephesus to exhort and encourage them, and to say 
goodbye. He reminded the Ephesian elders of his gospel 
ministry, which included his earnest witness (testifying),[1] that 
repentance toward God and faith toward Jesus Christ was part 
and parcel of the gospel of Christ crucified. As Paul mentions 
both Jews and Greeks in his gospel witness, we should be 
reminded immediately of the power of the preaching Christ 
crucified explained in the last chapter. 

Ephesus was the base of operations for approximately three 
years during Paul's third mission. He wrote at least three 
letters to the church at Corinth from Philippi, while ministering 
in Macedonia on this third missionary journey,[2] two of which 
are contained in the New Testament. The connection between 
his statement to the Ephesian elders and his emphasis upon 
the gospel of Jesus Christ crucified would appear to be 
exceptionally strong. 

I would assert that two primary provisions for the soul by 
God's grace through the preaching of the gospel are 
repentance and faith. Because of the preponderance of 
scriptural evidence already cited to establish the divine 
revelation and the effectual power of preaching Christ 
crucified, repentance and faith cannot be self-generated, but 
instead, must come by supernatural regeneration [3] --as 
divine graces. 

 

 

 

 



Repentance 

The Lord Jesus' first message preached in His earthly ministry 
was "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: 
repent ye, and believe the gospel" (Mark 1:15). In other words, 
Paul preached the very same message as the Lord Jesus 
Christ: repentance toward God and faith toward Jesus Christ, 
for the Lord Jesus Christ is the gospel. In this section, 
however, we will focus only upon the grace of repentance. 

Repentance in the New Testament is translated from words 
and provided in contexts that present repentance as having 
three basic aspects or elements: emotional, intellectual, and 
volitional.[4] 

Emotional. Repent or repentance is translated from a Greek 
word in the New Testament that can mean: to have a care, to 
be concerned with, to be grieved over, or to have regrets 
about.[5] This may be used of a superficial remorse as in the 
case of Judas Iscariot (Matthew 27:3); or it may be used in a 
godly and genuine way, as in the parable that Jesus tells of 
the two sons: 

But what think ye? A certain man had two sons; and he 
came to the first, and said, Son, go work to day in my 
vineyard. He answered and said, I will not: but afterward 
he repented, and went. And he came to the second, and 
said likewise. And he answered and said, I go, sir: and 
went not. Whether of them twain did the will of his father? 
They say unto him, The first. Jesus saith unto them, Verily 
I say unto you, That the publicans and the harlots go into 
the kingdom of God before you. Matthew 21:28-31 

Intellectual. Repentance, in the New Testament, also means: 
to change one's mind or to have another mind, as in a 
completely different way of thinking or manner of thought.[6] 
This is the definition of repentance that would be used for the 
truth conveyed in the opening text of our chapter: "repentance 
toward God" (Acts 20:21). Additionally, this is the kind of 
repentance that Jesus preached as cited earlier, found in Mark 
1:15. 

 



We must take note although there is an intellectual component 
to repentance, it does not stand alone. The change of mind 
and alteration in thinking is coupled with the emotional 
component as well. This is seen in Paul's addressing the 
repentance of the church at Corinth in his second letter to 
them, after he had sharply rebuked them for their sin in his 
first letter sent to them: 

For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to 
be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death. 
2 Corinthians 7:10 

This divine remorse, called "godly sorrow," actually 
accomplishes the repentance, the change of mind, that leads 
to salvation if this is in fact the work of God's Spirit through the 
gospel of Christ crucified. 

Volitional. This final aspect of repentance comes from a Greek 
word that is not translated repent or repentance at all.[7] It is 
translated "turn" or "convert" and conveys the same idea that 
Paul expressed in his statement with regard to repentance, 
which would be "toward God" (Acts 20:21). This volitional 
element is willful and evident to the one converted. It may 
often be evident immediately to others. 

Repentance that includes the emotional aspect alone is 
merely the sorrow that Judas Iscariot felt after He had 
betrayed the innocent blood of the Lord.[8] Likewise, 
repentance that only includes the intellectual aspect, which 
does not stir the soul concerning grief over sin, neither moves 
the will into action, is not seen to be consistent with 
conversion in scripture. The testimony of Paul to King Agrippa, 
while in bonds at Caesarea, illustrates conversion's mutual 
connection with repentance: 

But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at 
Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of Judaea, and 
then to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to 
God, and do works meet for repentance. Acts 26:20 

 

 



Repentance, as a grace of God, does not happen once at the 
moment of conversion, and then never happens again. 
Repentance is an ongoing grace; and several aspects of 
repentance may be produced throughout one's life after 
conversion, as well as produce fruit as evidence that gracious 
repentance has taken root. 

The Lord's famous Sermon on the Mount may be 
characterized as Christ's stock sermon in the towns in villages 
where He preached.[9] Yet, the sermon itself would seem to 
be entirely consistent with his message of repentance and 
believing on the gospel. 

Beginning with the beatitudes, which hint of the various 
elements of the grace of repentance, we also see the fruit of 
that converted life throughout the great sermon: the gospel 
witness in the changed life;[10] a life prophetically fulfilled in 
Christ;[11] the life reconciled to God;[12] a life that hates 
sin;[13] a life that reveres God;[14] a life filled with equity and 
compassion;[15] a life growing in love, faith, humility and 
maturity;[16] a life of private devotion to God;[17] a life of 
genuine prayer before God;[18] a life of submission to 
God;[19] a life of responsible stewardship;[20] a life of 
unrivaled commitment to and unwavering trust in God;[21] a 
life that extends mercy in humility and gentleness,[22] while 
treasuring and guarding the holiness of the gospel;[23] a life 
reliant upon God's empowerment;[24] a life committed to 
God's guidance;[25] a life yielded to God's provision;[26] a life 
embracing grace and cleaving to Christ's holiness alone;[27] a 
life established upon Christ and His word alone.[28] 

Having this perspective on repentance, we may now be able 
to define it. Gospel repentance is that grace of God that 
produces in us divine sorrow for sins against God, which 
renews our minds through God's Word and converts us toward 
a particular embrace of the gospel of Christ crucified. To help 
us gain a fuller grasp of repentance by the gospel, let's take a 
look at the beatitudes from the Sermon on the Mount. 

 

 



"Blessed are the poor in spirit" (Matthew 5:3). Christ crucified 
reveals to us that if God gave His all,[29] His only begotten 
Son, what could we possibly offer? The cross reveals that we 
are spiritual paupers and that even repentance is the gracious 
gift of God.[30] 

"Blessed are they that mourn" (Matthew 5:4). The gospel of 
the crucified Savior produces a sorrowful repentance for sin 
because it has offended a holy God.[31] 

"Blessed are the meek" (Matthew 5:5). The truth of Christ 
crucified produces a humble, not haughty repentance.[32] 

"Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after 
righteousness" (Matthew 5:6). Gospel truth provides 
repentance that clings to Christ's righteousness alone.[33] 

"Blessed are the merciful" (Matthew 5:7). The gospel of Christ 
crucified produces repentance that desires to extend mercy in 
the same way mercy has been extended by God to us.[34] 

"Blessed are the pure in heart" (Matthew 5:8). The gospel of 
Christ crucified provides repentance that desires a life purged 
of sin and one that is conformed to Christ's pure and holy 
life.[35] 

"Blessed are the peacemakers" (Matthew 5:9). The gospel of 
the cross provides repentance that desires peace among 
brethren and produces ambassadors of peace and 
reconciliation to others for the reconciliation we have received 
with God through Christ's atoning death.[36] 

"Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' 
sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, 
when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say 
all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, 
and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for 
so persecuted they the prophets which were before you" 
(Matthew 5:10-12). The gospel of Jesus Christ provides 
repentance that recognizes that, since the wicked have 
stopped at nothing to kill and torture God's holy Son, they 
would not have any difficulty at all with killing and torturing His 
lambs.[37] 



If repentance contains in its definition "a change of mind," and 
a willful and determined turning to God's declarations of life 
contained in His Word, then a belief in God and His salvation 
in Christ is an intellectual assent that is provided in 
repentance. This gospel repentance must contain all three of 
its basic elements else it will result in repentance that is 
worldly and leads to death, as in Judas Iscariot's case.[38] 
Yet, even if all three elements appear to be here, the true test 
of its divine origin rests in whether or not this repentance is 
coupled with gospel faith. 

Faith 

As mentioned earlier, gospel faith, like gospel repentance, is a 
divine gift of grace (see Chapter 4, endnote #3). It is married 
to gospel repentance and cannot be divorced from her; else it 
is not gospel faith. 

New Testament faith,[39] as with repentance mentioned 
previously, may be explained and laid out in more than one 
way for the benefit of the Bible student. Nevertheless, we will 
only provide a singular explanation of its truth in order to keep 
at the heart of the gospel of Christ crucified. 

When faith is spoken of in the New Testament, it may refer to 
different things. It may be used passively when indicating 
faithfulness or trustworthiness. It may be used to describe a 
belief in a corporate body of doctrines, or even as a term to 
identify a collection of doctrines, i.e., "the faith." It is most 
widely used in the New Testament, however, as an active 
belief, which includes trust, reliance and assurance. Although 
the former terms may sometimes be included with this latter 
term mentioned, it is to this last use of the term we will place 
our focus. 

The Greek word for faith is used so much in the New 
Testament we really have a great many ways, with a great 
many word pictures, in order to describe it-- using Hebrews 
11; Habakkuk's word, "The just shall live by faith," as quoted in 
Romans 1, Galatians 3, and Hebrews 10; etc. For brevity's 
sake, however, we will only discuss it from one main portion of 
scripture-- John 3:14-16, 



And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even 
so must the Son of man be lifted up: That whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life. For 
God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.  

In that very first episode of Nic at night, Nicodemus came to 
Jesus secretly in the evening; and though Nicodemus was a 
leading teacher in the Sanhedrin,[40] Jesus laid out the gospel 
for this Pharisee in specific word pictures. In this conversation, 
Christ's discourse upon the serpent lifted up in the wilderness 
is most significant as a metaphor of the gospel, as well as 
providing for us a tremendous illustration with regard to gospel 
faith.[41] The lifting up of the serpent in the wilderness by 
Moses would have been a very familiar scriptural episode to 
Nicodemus. 

After refusing to enter the Promised Land upon receiving the 
report from the spies Moses had sent into Canaan, Israel 
wandered in the wilderness.[42] At one point in their 
wanderings, they journeyed in the land of Edom, murmuring 
against the prophet of God, Moses, as well as against the 
provision of God, the manna Jehovah sent them from 
heaven.[43] In their grumbling and complaining, "the Lord sent 
fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and 
much people of Israel died" (Numbers 21:6). 

The people then confessed to Moses their sin against God 
and they asked him to intercede for them. Moses prayed and 
received instruction from the Lord: "Make thee a fiery serpent, 
and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every 
one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live" 
(Numbers 21:8)…. 

And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a 
pole, and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any 
man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived. 
Numbers 21:9 

 

 



When a man that had been bitten "beheld the serpent of 
brass, he lived." This word, "beheld,"[44] is first used in the 
Almighty's command to Abram: "Look now toward heaven, 
and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and he said 
unto him, So shall thy seed be" (Genesis 15:5). Behold, look 
intently at, and consider thoroughly-- for Abram, it was to 
contemplate carefully the promise God Almighty had made to 
him to multiply his descendents as the stars of the sky;[45] in 
the episode in the wilderness with the fiery serpents, the man 
bitten must behold the brass serpent set up on the pole, 
trusting in God's provision for his rebellious sin against God, 
and obediently submitting to God's instruction for the cure. 
Although both of these illustrations seem to convey the idea of 
actually seeing something visibly with the physical eye, it is 
the principle and spirit of the matter that is most important and 
predominant in both Old Testament illustrations. 

As we understand faith through the gospel perspective by an 
interpretation that is centered in Christ crucified, we must 
recognize that these Old Testament illustrations of "beholding" 
faith were not only types and shadows of spiritual truth, but 
also had within them the very reality of Biblical faith at work. 
For example, if an Israelite had been bitten in the wilderness, 
had heard the command of God to Moses for the people to 
receive healing from the deadly poison by looking upon the 
brass serpent lifted up, and yet, if that soul's heart had no trust 
in the command of God, gazing at that brass serpent upon the 
pole would do absolutely no good. That man would swell up 
and die as surely as the one who had not looked at all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Therefore, whether you call it belief, saving faith or Biblical 
trust, there is a divine element of trust as an intrinsic part of 
this faith. What is the object of this trust? This faith trusts upon 
the uttered promise of God, that is to say, trust upon His 
Word. Quite readily, we should then see that faith cannot 
abide alone, as James says,[46] for it must be altogether 
coupled with every element of repentance, as described 
earlier. Faith that does not produce a changed life, that does 
not place its trust in the Word of God to bring an appropriate 
repentance, is not saving faith. Saving faith not only trusts in 
the Word prophetically promised by Jehovah, but also trusts in 
its effect that brings a divine sorrow for sins committed against 
God; trusts in the effect that changes our entire thinking, and 
trusts in the divine spark that brings a desire and very real 
Spirit led ability to conform to this new mind cleansed by God's 
Word. 

The fallen angels have a base faith, quite a vulgar belief, 
which acknowledges the truth of Christ, but has nothing of 
repentance and trusting faith. James says, "Thou believest 
that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, 
and tremble" (James 2:19). Mark records in his gospel that the 
demon-possessed worshipped at the feet of the incarnate 
Christ.[47] Luke chronicles the proclamation of truth in Philippi 
by a divining spirit that possessed a slave girl.[48] Yet, none of 
these instances reflected saving faith. 

The preaching of Christ, and Him crucified, by the power of 
the Holy Spirit, brings the divine provision of faith and 
repentance for such as should be saved. "So then faith 
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God" (Romans 
10:17). The Word preached and proclaimed is not some 
random speech that arises willy-nilly; it is the testimony of 
Jesus Christ contained in the scriptures of the Old and New 
Testament. Jesus declared to the obstinate religious folk, 
"Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal 
life: and they are they which testify of me" (John 5:39); and as 
the scriptures speak of Christ and testify of life eternal by, in 
and through Him alone, it most certainly speaks of Christ 
crucified, as it is written, 

 



For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also 
received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the 
scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again 
the third day according to the scriptures: 1 Corinthians 
15:3-4 

Peter boldly proclaimed in the Sanhedrin, "Be it known unto 
you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God 
raised from the dead, even by him doth this man stand here 
before you whole…. Neither is there salvation in any other: for 
there is none other name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved" (Acts 4:10, 12); and the angel 
also appeared to Joseph in a dream, speaking of the 
Redemption truth found in the name of Christ: "And she shall 
bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he 
shall save his people from their sins" (Matthew 1:21). 

*       *       * 

There was a man, a Pharisee, 
That John tells in his news; 
His name was Nicodemus 
A ruler of the Jews: 

Nic came to Jesus then by night, 
And said, "O Rabbi, we 
Do know that You have come from God, 
A teacher, plain to see.  

"No one can do these miracles 
Except that God is with Him." 
Jesus answer'd, "Truly, truly, 
None can see the kingdom-- 

Except that he is born again." 
Christ's Word caught Nic off guard, 
"How can a man be born when old?" 
For Nic this Word was hard. 

 

 



"Can he a second time return 
Into his mother's womb?" 
"'Cept born of water and Spirit: 
In heav'n he'll have no room. 

Flesh bears flesh and Spirit spirit; 
Don't marvel at My Word. 
The wind blows where it wants and its 
Sound you know you've heard. 

"Yet whence it comes and where it goes, 
You haven't got a clue; 
Likewise they are, those Spirit-born," 
Christ Jesus told this Jew. 

"How can this be?" again Nic ask'd; 
Christ Jesus ask'd him flat, 
"Art thou a teacher of the Jews, 
Yet you can't answer that? 

"True, we speak that we know and 
Have seen, and testify; 
Our witness ye do not receive, 
And let Me tell you why: 

If I told you of things on earth 
And you do not believe; 
So when I speak of heaven's truth, 
How can you receive? 

"No man ascended up to heav'n, 
But He that came down first; 
That is, the Son of God from heav'n, 
Incarnate on the earth. 

As Moses lifted up the snake 
While in the wilderness; 
So likewise must the Son of Man 
Be lifted up to bless: 

"To bless those with eternal life, 
Who will believe by faith-- 
Upon the blessed Son of Man, 
Their soul God will not waste. 



For God so lov'd the world, He gave 
His Son, Lord Jesus Christ, 
That all believing in Him should 
Not perish, but have life."  

The grace of God was manifest 
In God's Son on a tree; 
God's sovereign truth in God's free grace 
Hath been proclaim'd to thee. 

Therefore repent and trust by faith 
In God's sufficient work:  
His blood, His suff'ring wrath, His death,  
and risen, says God's Word. 

*       *       * 
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may have been taught previously. Additionally, mine is not an 
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Chapter 7 -- ITS PRIVILEGE 

But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the 
excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us. 2 
Corinthians 4:7 

This blessed and glorious gospel of Jesus Christ, and Him 
crucified is a privilege, not only through its saving grace, but 
also in its serving grace. As God commanded the light to shine 
from the darkness in the beginning, so He has caused the light 
of His gospel truth to shine in the lives of men,[1] where once 
was only the blackness of darkness and depravity. God 
Almighty passed over every fallen angel to redeem men-- men 
who are made a little lower than the angels, and yet, God has 
crowned him with a crown of glory and privilege that has 
caused the holy angels to look into it with wonder.[2] 

In this chapter, we will examine briefly three blessed privileges 
that come by the truth of Christ, and Him crucified. Now, one 
may use the term "right" rather than privilege, which would be 
correct based upon the authority of God's Word to declare that 
these graces belong to us. Yet, I would caution against its use 
as our tendency toward sin through the eruptions of corrupt 
flesh may cause us to assert absolute authority rather than 
delegated authority. Absolute authority belongs to God alone, 
and should only be approached by God's creatures with fear 
and trembling. Delegated authority, rightly asserted, operates 
in reverent recognition by whom and from where this power 
came. 

Another objection to the use of the word "privilege" is that the 
term implies the denial of God's sovereign election or an 
assault on His work in the preservation of His saints. Those 
arguments would be premised upon a misunderstanding of the 
word. Webster's 1828 Dictionary defines it in this way: 

 

 

 

 



"A particular and peculiar benefit or advantage enjoyed by 
a person, company or society, beyond the common 
advantages of other citizens. A privilege may be a 
particular right granted by law or held by custom, or it may 
be an exemption from some burden to which others are 
subject. The nobles of Great Britain have the privilege of 
being triable by their peers only. Members of parliament 
and of our legislatures have the privilege of exemption 
from arrests in certain cases. The powers of a banking 
company are privileges granted by the legislature."[3] 

The use of the word privilege actually recognizes the Author 
and Finisher of our faith, the Blessed Patron of our benefit, 
and the Almighty Advocate of our advantage, Jesus Christ. 
Seeing these graces as privileges bestowed by Him who loved 
us, fosters humility, which aids in our being led by the Spirit so 
that we might be less prone to follow after the flesh. There are 
other very practical reasons for this, but this will take us 
beyond the scope of our main topic. 

The three privileges we will address are: Possession, Praise, 
and Proclamation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Our Possession 

The opening scripture to this chapter states that we have this 
treasure, contained in the vessels of our earthly being, so that 
the excellence of God's powerful gospel will bring Him all 
glory, rather than attributing His glory to the work of the flesh. 
The scriptures remind us that no flesh should boast or glory in 
God's presence;[4] and because we have not been 
immediately made perfect, complete or glorified, it presents an 
astonishing manifestation of the excellence of the gospel since 
it goes forth from earthen vessels. Imagine that-- the infinite 
splendor and eternal glory of Christ crucified uttered from 
shattered lives that are redeemed and held together by the 
single scarlet thread of God's amazing grace; the heavenly 
truth of the gospel of glory proclaimed by unclean lips and vile 
tongues once used for speaking lies and manipulation of 
selfish gain. Although, we can ponder those aspects of this 
magnificent truth, our intent and purpose here is to meditate 
upon two particular aspects of this possession: primarily that it 
is the gospel of Christ, and Him crucified; and second, that it is 
a blessed treasure that supplies our every spiritual need. 

First, that we are indwelt with God's Holy Spirit, the Spirit of 
Christ is a personal possession, most certainly. That within its 
truth is contained so many wonderful things we must 
recognize that possessing the Person of Christ through the 
Holy Spirit puts us in possession of His truth, and especially, 
the truth of the gospel of Christ crucified. Again, at the risk of 
sounding redundant, we cannot divorce who Christ is from 
what He does, has done and will do. What He does is made 
manifest because of who He is; who He is necessitates what 
He does. As Christ's gospel has awakened our souls unto 
salvation by the Spirit, so does Christ's gospel continue to 
work in our souls unto sanctification, empowered to be led of 
His Spirit to grow in grace, to be strengthened in faith, and be 
conformed to the image of Christ from glory to ever-increasing 
glory.[5] Because we are weak, carrying about in us the 
frailties of our flesh, the strength of my heart, or your heart if 
you are saved, is the power of the Gospel that saved vile, 
wretched sinners like you and me, as it is written in Psalms 
73:25-26, 

 



Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none upon 
earth that I desire beside thee. My flesh and my heart 
faileth: but God is the strength of my heart, and my portion 
for ever. 

Second, as we possess the treasure of the gospel of Christ 
crucified, a moment's thought on our possession will present 
to us our sufficiency in Christ. Jesus Christ is our sufficiency 
as all we need is in, by and through Him, as the One who has 
redeemed us. This complete sufficiency cannot be expressed 
any better than in Christ's own epistles to the seven churches 
in Asia Minor. 

In the seven letters John sends to the seven angels (pastors) 
of the churches in Asia Minor, Christ dictates to John what He 
has to say to these churches. Each need addressed in each 
letter can be met in the person of Jesus Christ, especially as 
He reveals Himself through distinct descriptions at the 
beginning of each letter. 

"Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write…" (Revelation 
2:1). Despite all their good works and sound doctrine, they 
had left their First Love, Jesus Christ. He was no longer 
preeminent, supreme, and all in all to them. Yet, in the Lord's 
opening address He reveals Himself as "he that holdeth the 
seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the 
seven golden candlesticks." As we hold to His truth, He cares 
for us very intimately; He holds us in His right hand, for He has 
purchased us with His very life, paying a debt He did not owe 
so that we may be free from the debt we owe but could not 
possibly pay. Although He is seated at the right hand of 
Majesty on high, He is present in the midst of His church, 
abiding with us, caring for us, and watching over us. 

"And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write…" 
(Revelation 2:8). As the saints in Smyrna suffered tribulation 
unto death, Christ's opening address reveals His sufficiency 
for that need, for He is "the first and the last, which was dead, 
and is alive." Every ounce of strength we need in trial, 
persecution, and suffering the onslaught of hatred hurled at us 
by Satan and the unbelieving world is found in Christ alone. 

 



"And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write…" 
(Revelation 2:12). As false doctrine made its way into 
Pergamos, chiefly the doctrines of Balaam and the 
Nicolaitans, the Lord Jesus reveals Himself as "he which hath 
the sharp sword with two edges." As the Word of God is the 
sword of the Spirit,[6] our sufficient guard against the perils of 
false doctrine is the Word of God interpreted by the central 
truth of Christ incarnate, crucified, resurrected, ascended and 
coming again. 

"And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write…" 
(Revelation 2:18). Idolatry and fornication, spiritually speaking, 
are basically rooted in the same temptation: covetousness. 
Thyatira was characterized by this sin and our Lord Jesus 
presents Himself as "the Son of God, who hath his eyes like 
unto a flame of fire, and his feet are like fine brass." Christ 
alone, as the Son of God, is worthy of worship. He is the 
sufficient Sacrifice as our substitute, and is also the great High 
Priest as our sufficient Mediator and Intercessor. He is our 
sufficient safeguard against covetousness. 

"And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write…" 
(Revelation 3:1). The church in Sardis possessed Christ's 
name but not His power; they had His title, but not all of His 
truth. This was a church of hypocrisy. Jesus Christ reveals 
Himself as "he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the 
seven stars." Our works will be incomplete and imperfect if it 
does not come by the power of Christ's resurrection.[7] Our 
Lord Jesus has the seven Spirits of God and possesses the 
seven stars of the churches; and our sufficiency, therefore, is 
in His death, burial, resurrection, and ascension-- and, also in 
having ascended, sending the Holy Spirit of Christ to dwell 
with us and live in us. Our sufficiency is in His name, which is 
part and parcel of everything He is and all He does, has done, 
and will do; there is no sufficiency, security or sanctification in 
our name.  It is found only in the living and abiding presence 
of Christ, the crucified, risen, and ascended One. 

 

 

 



"And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write…" 
(Revelation 3:7). Philadelphia was a congregation comprised 
of "not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not 
many noble" saints.[8] When we see the glorious truth of the 
crucified and exalted One, we see ourselves for the wretches 
that we are. There is no way on this side of glory that any 
righteousness that proceeds from us will shine as Christ, who 
shines brighter than the sun standing in its strength. Yet, 
because of that, Christ alone is our sufficiency; and that by His 
grace, for He reveals Himself to us as "he that is holy, he that 
is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no 
man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth."He is holy 
and true for we are not; He rules supremely to open and close 
that which we cannot. Christ is our all in all. 

"And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write…" 
(Revelation 3:14). The church of the Laodiceans was not even 
Christ's church according to their actions and attitudes (not to 
mention how Christ addressed them). They had no need of 
Christ; they were neither zealous for the gospel (hot), nor were 
they encouraging and comforting to Christ's people (cold). The 
Lord Christ reveals Himself to them as "the Amen, the faithful 
and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God." Our 
gospel has no power unless it is filled with the very presence 
of Christ, the Amen. Our gatherings have no purpose except 
we manifest Jesus Christ, the Faithful and True Witness. Our 
identity has no value or meaning if it is not founded upon the 
preeminence of the Lamb slain, the Beginning of the creation 
of God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Let us summarize. Ephesus: we cannot truly love God and 
others unless Jesus Christ is sufficient as our First Love. 
Smyrna: we cannot stand in the face of trial, difficulty, or even 
death except Jesus Christ has sufficiently suffered, died, and 
rose again. Pergamos: we cannot rightly divide God's Word 
and maintain doctrinal integrity without the sword of the Spirit 
being sharpened upon the sufficient stone of Christ, and Him 
crucified. Thyatira: we cannot overcome a covetous, divided 
heart apart from the consuming fire of Christ's sufficient 
sacrifice. Sardis: we cannot truly live a Christian life apart from 
the sufficient power of Christ's resurrection and the abiding 
presence of His Spirit. Philadelphia: we cannot be rich in 
Christ or strong in faith unless, in our poverty and weakness, 
Christ alone is sufficient as our strong Tower and eternal 
Wealth. The Laodiceans: we can do nothing, and are nothing, 
unless Christ alone is altogether our sufficiency. 

Our Praise 

Our English word "praise" comes from a Latin word that 
means price, worth, or value.[9] As a noun, it is a 
commendation bestowed upon another, an expression of 
personal gratitude, or even the object of or reason for praise. 
As a verb, to praise means to extol, honor, commend or 
applaud. 

Why would praise be a privilege of those redeemed through 
the gospel of Christ crucified? Cannot anyone at any time offer 
a note of praise heavenward? No; there has been and can be 
false praise uttered by fallen, sinful men. The church of Sardis 
can be characterized as an assembly fostering this vain and 
empty praise. Jesus, quoting Isaiah,[10] said this of many in 
Israel during His earthly ministry: 

This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and 
honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. 
Matthew 15:8 

Praise is a privilege of the saints in Christ because true praise 
can only come to those precious souls redeemed by the blood 
of the Lamb. It is written in the Psalm of the cross, 

 



But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of 
Israel. Psalms 22:3 

In order for God to inhabit the prayers of His people, His 
people, separated from Him by trespasses and sins, must be 
reconciled unto Him. That means the cross: 

For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God 
by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we 
shall be saved by his life. Romans 5:10  

To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto 
himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath 
committed unto us the word of reconciliation…. For he hath 
made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might 
be made the righteousness of God in him. 2 Corinthians 
5:19-21 

We find our access to praise in the truth of Christ crucified, in 
that we have been reconciled to God. We find our ability to 
praise in Christ crucified because God takes up residence in 
the praises of His people. We also find our reason for praise in 
Christ crucified; and rejoicing in the same: 

But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, 
and I unto the world. Galatians 6:14 

Our Proclamation 

What an incredible and blessed privilege we have been given 
to be allowed to utter the eternal gospel truth of Christ, and 
Him crucified! Its truth is not merely our possession, a treasure 
of infinite value; it is not only our praise, which cannot be 
exhausted in glory and majesty; but it is also our proclamation, 
decreed by God that the sound of this gospel go forth unto the 
ends of the earth and published for all eternity. 

One of the most superb illustrations of the gospel privilege in 
proclamation comes to us in the Old Testament revelation 
recorded by the prophet, Isaiah.[11] 

 



King Uzziah, a righteous monarch and descendent of David, 
died approximately 731 B.C. after a fifty-two year reign as the 
eleventh king over Judah. In the year he died, however, Isaiah 
saw in a vision the Lord Jesus Christ, seated upon a throne, 
high and exalted. 

Although the Lord had not yet been to the cross, and in fact, 
would not be born for another seven centuries, Isaiah saw in 
his vision the exalted Christ. Isaiah is shown the eternal 
reality, and therefore, sees the truth of God's eternal decree of 
redemption through His Son. The scene of the vision is so 
holy and full of majestic splendor that the seraphim crying out, 
"Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts," shook the pillars of 
heaven with their voices. So holy is the Lord, they covered 
their faces with two wings because in the presence of such 
holiness, a direct gaze would have been dishonoring. They 
used two wings also to fly above the blessed throne of Christ, 
for to even light upon the same floor with which the feet of 
Majesty rested would be unthinkable. They covered their feet 
with two wings as well, because to expose their feet to the 
sight of the King of kings would have been irreverent.[12] 

This glimpse of eternal Majesty in glorious splendor not only 
shook the threshold of the throne room, but also shook Isaiah 
to his core. There was no mistaking the disparity between the 
infinite goodness of the Lord and the seeping depravity of the 
best of best of men. Isaiah cried out, "Woe is me! for I am 
undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the 
midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the 
King, the Lord of hosts." 

Isaiah received that revelation by the grace of God, and 
received further grace from God when one of the seraphim 
flew to him after having taken a live coal from the altar. He laid 
the coal upon Isaiah's mouth, and after having his iniquity 
purged, Isaiah heard the voice of Lord saying, "Whom shall I 
send, and who will go for us?" 

What a privilege that the question would even come to 
redeemed man's hearing. Moreover, to have the privilege to 
respond as Isaiah did, saying, "Here am I; send me," is an 
even greater privilege indeed. 



What is God's response to Isaiah? He says, "Go, and tell this 
people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye 
indeed, but perceive not." The Lord tells Isaiah to proclaim a 
message that they won't understand unless His Spirit reveals 
it to them; a gospel that they cannot perceive except God 
draws them to it and opens their eyes and ears to its sight and 
sound. 

Proclaiming Christ crucified is a grace and privilege of the 
utmost glory. 

*       *       * 

But God forbid that I should glory, 
Save in the cross alone-- 
Of Jesus Christ our Lord who died: 
And for our sins atone. 

By whom the world is crucified, 
And unto me is dead. 
And I am, too, dead to the world, 
Christ lives through me instead. 

*       *       * 
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Chapter 8 -- ITS PRIORITY 

Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times 
some shall depart from the faith… 1 Timothy 4:1 

Christ, and Him crucified is our personal and practical priority. 
That is to say, its propositional truth, as a personal truth 
realized in our soul (experiential truth), will provide for us a 
foundation in our practical, day to day living as Christians. 
Christ, and Him crucified must be our priority, else we will 
stray from living a life that is true to the gospel. 

Our Perilous Situation 

The apostle Paul warns the young pastor, Timothy, that there 
will be an occasion, "the latter times," when there will be a 
departure from the faith. What does that mean? Will people 
stop believing? No. Men and women have and will always 
believe in something. It may not be the Lord Jesus Christ, but 
there will be a trusting faith upon something. This is, however, 
a departure from "the faith, which was once delivered unto the 
saints" (Jude 1:3). The faith is the truth of redemption in none 
other than the Person and work of Jesus Christ alone. Most 
specifically, this departure will be a departure from the eternal 
gospel truth of Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. 

Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times 
some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing 
spirits, and doctrines of devils; Speaking lies in hypocrisy; 
having their conscience seared with a hot iron; 1 Timothy 
4:1, 2 

A departure from the faith will mean that men will give "heed to 
seducing spirits."The vanity of pride, the exalted heart, will be 
lured away by doubts about God's Word. The subtle and 
enticing "Yea, hath God said,"[1] uttered by the serpent in the 
Garden of Eden, will cause men to doubt the truth of Christ's 
sufficient sacrifice and the power of His resurrection. 

 

 

 



Further, a departure from the faith will mean that men will give 
"heed to... doctrines of devils." The double-minded man, being 
one who is unstable in all his ways,[2] will want his spiritual 
cake and eat it too. The doctrines of devils are filled with half-
truths, mimicking that which was said by the dragon in Eden of 
old: "Ye shall not surely die: For God doth know that in the day 
ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall 
be as gods, knowing good and evil."[3]  

"Ye shall not surely die" was a half-truth. Adam and Eve 
certainly did not die right away physically. Adam lived to be 
930 years of age, but they did die immediately spiritually. That 
is evident in Adam's and Eve's actions: attempting to hide their 
shame through their own efforts; and hiding in the trees, 
attempting to run from God when they heard the voice of God 
walking in the garden in the cool of the day. 

"That in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be 
opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil" was 
another half-truth spun by the serpent. Adam's and Eve's eyes 
were opened to their sin, to their shame, and to their 
disobedience to God. When losing their innocence and falling 
into unrighteousness, although they could tell the difference 
between good and evil, their rebellion against God fractured 
their relationship with God; and so being dead in trespasses 
and sins,[4] they had no power to carry out that which is good, 
holy, and righteous. 

The divided heart of the covetous will fall prey to demonic 
teaching, which goes beyond merely doubting the truth of the 
cross of Christ, but will minimize the truth of its sufficiency. 
These devilish doctrines will paint Christ as a good teacher, 
but deny His righteous perfection as a man. They will teach 
that Jesus Christ was a mere example as a martyr, yet deny 
the sufficiency and excellence of His substitutionary 
atonement. 

 

 

 



Finally, in the latter times there will be an outright denial of the 
cross of Jesus Christ-- reprobates "speaking lies in hypocrisy; 
having their conscience seared with a hot iron." This is that 
defiant heart of rebellious creatures, "who hath trodden under 
foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the 
covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing" 
(Hebrews 10:29). 

Our Peccable[5] Condition 

We are descendants of our fallen father, Adam, so in our flesh 
dwelleth no good thing.[6] We have a peccable condition in 
our propensity toward an exalted heart (pride), a divided heart 
(idolatry and covetousness), and a defiant heart (adultery and 
uncleanness). John, the beloved apostle, writes it in this way: 

For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust 
of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is 
of the world. 1 John 2:16 

The lust of the flesh is the defiant heart, which is that rebellion 
against God, against His Christ, and against the work of Christ 
upon the cross. Paul says, "For the flesh lusteth against the 
Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary 
the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye 
would" (Galatians 5:17). 

The lust of the eyes is the divided heart. This doesn't merely 
mean the physical eyes with which we have our sight, but it 
speaks of the eyes in a metaphorical sense. This refers to our 
perception and it is the seat of our understanding, as Jesus 
says, "By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and 
seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive: For this people's 
heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and 
their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see 
with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should 
understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I 
should heal them" (Matthew 13:14-15).[7] 

 

 

 



The pride of life is the exalted heart, which desires heavenly 
blessings, but doesn't want them God's way, that is, through 
Christ's atoning death. Pride also wants God's power and 
God's approval without a desire for God Himself. Pride desires 
the rewards of heaven without the redemption in Christ, 
neither a true, honest, and humble relationship with Christ. 

Because these sinful temptations so easily beset us, we need 
to cling to the cross and cleave to Christ; we need to embrace 
God's grace and keep the truth of Christ crucified as a reality 
in the depths of our souls. 

Our Personal Instruction 

On several occasions,[8] the Lord Jesus gave the disciples 
specific instruction in order to handle the three basic 
temptations common to man: 

Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come 
after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and 
follow me. Matthew 16:24 

Let him deny himself. Selfishness, fullness of self, is the 
ultimate defiance against God. Self-fullness is exemplified in 
the indictment against Satan through Isaiah: 

How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the 
morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst 
weaken the nations! For thou hast said in thine heart, I will 
ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars 
of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, 
in the sides of the north: I will ascend above the heights of 
the clouds; I will be like the most High. Isaiah 14:12-14 

A true denial of self cannot defy the living God. Worldly 
interests, which are found apart from the grace of God in 
Jesus Christ, will appeal to and encourage self in some way, 
shape or form. Satan's wiles and devilish deceptions will do 
the same. I will ascend opposes God's grace. I will exalt my 
throne opposes God's sovereign order. I will sit also upon the 
mount opposes God's authority. I will ascend above the 
heights of the clouds opposes God's judgments. I will be like 
the most High opposes God's holiness.[9] 



To deny self would be to act according to the essential heart 
of the truth that John Baptist had spoken concerning himself 
with respect to Jesus Christ: "He must increase, but I must 
decrease" (John 3:20). 

And take up his cross. One of the most significant 
characteristics surrounding idolatry and the people of Judah in 
the days of old was that they still maintained all the externals 
of worship unto Jehovah God. They were as James calls 
"double minded… unstable in all [their] ways" (James 1:8). 
These are they that are "like a wave of the sea, driven with the 
wind and tossed" (James 1:6). Speaking of the people in the 
northern kingdom of Israel, Hosea says, "Their heart is 
divided" (Hosea 10:2). The Lord Jesus said it like this in the 
Sermon on the Mount: 

No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the 
one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and 
despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 
Matthew 6:24 

The divided heart is subdued by the gospel of Christ crucified 
because it takes up the truth of Christ's cross as a personal 
possession (and we will look at that more closely in "Our 
Pilgrimage with the Gospel"). This is not a life, action or 
attitude of self-sacrifice. Surely, certain things will be 
eliminated from the Christian life; and certain things will be 
sacrificed. Yet, self-sacrifice is never the essential center of 
this truth. When we present our bodies a living sacrifice unto 
God, we do so by His mercies.[10] Therefore, as taking up our 
cross has its source in God's mercies, then taking up our 
cross has its origin in Christ crucified-- the ultimate and eternal 
expression of God's mercy for mankind.[11] 

It is only at the cross of Jesus Christ where a divided heart 
may be transformed into a heart devoted unto Jesus alone. It 
is only at the cross of Christ where the instability of life may be 
rooted and grounded upon that solid Rock of ages. It is only at 
Calvary's tree where covetousness can be cast down and all 
our idols upon the high places torn from our hearts. 

 



And follow me. The prideful person, the haughty heart, can 
never follow Jesus Christ. Arrogance will never allow anyone 
else to take the lead. This is why God opposes the proud.[12] 

The very opposite of pride is humility; and it takes a divine and 
supernatural humility to follow He who is the most humble of 
men that ever walked the face of the earth: Jesus Christ, the 
Righteous.[13] 

With regard to humility, God's Word provides us specific 
instruction on that: "Humble yourselves in the sight of the 
Lord, and he shall lift you up" (James 4:10).[14] This is an 
interesting statement that should be considered from two 
important points: first, as a commandment of God unto His 
people; and second, in its promised reward as a result of 
obedience to the commandment-- our lifting up, or as Peter 
says in his epistle, that God "may exalt [us] in due time" (1 
Peter 5:6). 

To the first point, as a commandment from God-- it would 
seem an incredible thing to suggest that this is some kind of 
"how-to live the Christian life" when surrounded by and living 
within the context of God's grace. You may be thinking, and 
rightly so, "Wouldn't my obedience in efforts to be humble 
somewhat cross the line into legalism? Wouldn't my efforts to 
be humble suggest that God's grace needs help to be real 
through my humility?" That would seem to humbly and gently 
place us upon the horns of a dilemma, wouldn't it? Let's take a 
look at the second point of humility first, in God's exalting us 
who have humbled ourselves in His sight-- then we can more 
readily answer the first point, of the commandment of God to 
humble ourselves. 

When we have humbled ourselves, it would seem rather an 
oxymoron to think that the reason we are humbling ourselves 
is so that we might be lifted up, exalted as Christ, and lavished 
with honor, as if we did something apart from the grace of 
God. No, that's not it at all. Although it is true that when we are 
glorified, we do receive an amazing and incredible honor when 
this mortal puts on, by God's grace, immortality and 
incorruption; and that shall be our exaltation in due time.[15] 
Yet, in the meantime, while we are being sanctified, 
transformed from glory to glory, and being conformed to the 



image of Jesus Christ, gradually by God's grace, when there is 
true humility in the presence of God, He lifts us nearer 
Himself, nearer to Christ-- and with that greater illumination of 
the majesty of the Master, nearer that unapproachable light, 
we are further humbled, bowing down in our hearts, as we 
receive an increased glimpse of the eternal splendor and 
infinite holiness of our Redeemer: "Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord 
of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory."[16] Then in abject 
humility and in honesty stripped bare we utter, "Woe is me! for 
I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell 
in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have 
seen the King, the Lord of hosts."[17] 

Understanding this, the commandment of God to humble 
ourselves is, therefore, a response to the initial revelation of 
the unbridled majesty of Christ crucified, risen, ascended, and 
ruling and reigning upon His throne, high and lifted up. 

Our Pilgrimage with the Gospel 

In John Bunyan's very famous allegory, The Pilgrim's 
Progress,[18] there are a several episodes that highlight the 
blessed truth of the gospel of Christ crucified. The Pilgrim's 
Progress, as many of you know very well, is a symbolic 
account of the Christian believer's journey in life, beginning 
with his conviction by the Word of God unto salvation, through 
his final arrival in glory at the Celestial City.[19] The story 
opens with Mr. Bunyan narrating as one seeing this allegory 
from a dream while taking his rest in "a Denn."[20] 

In Bunyan's dream we are introduced to the protagonist of the 
story immediately. He has a burden on his back, and having a 
book in his hand, he wept, trembling as he read it. This book 
was the Bible, and the Holy Spirit was reproving him of sin. 
The first divine sparks of repentance begin to manifest a grief 
over sin; and yet, the gospel is unclear for he is still an 
unregenerate unbeliever. He "brake out in lamentable cry; 
saying, what shall I do?" and distressed greatly, "crying, What 
shall I do to be saved?"[21] 

 

 



While pondering which way he should run because of the 
great distress that came to him from reading the Bible, he 
"saw a Man named Evangelist coming to him, and asked, 
Wherefore dost thou cry?"[22] 

The pilgrim with the Bible and burden "answered, Sir, I 
perceive, by the Book in my hand, that I am Condemned to 
die, and after that to come to Judgement; and I find that I am 
not willing to do the first; nor able to do the second."[23] 

After a brief conversation, Evangelist discerning the sincerity 
of the burdened man's deplorable condition, Evangelist gave 
the pilgrim "a Parchment-Roll, and there was written within, 
Fly from the wrath to come." When the pilgrim read this, he did 
not know where to flee, so Evangelist pointed in the direction 
of a shining light, whereby across the plain he would find a 
wicket gate. With this, pilgrim ran in the direction that 
Evangelist pointed, "crying, Life, Life, Eternal Life."[24] 

We know that what Evangelist gave our pilgrim was not the 
Bible itself. Pilgrim already had the Bible, was reading it, and 
was being convicted under its truth. Every reputable Bunyan 
scholar agrees that the parchment-roll represented the gospel 
truth. I believe, most specifically, it contained the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, and Him crucified; of Christ's incarnation, 
crucifixion, resurrection, ascension and consummation. 

Yet, though I believe the parchment-roll represents the gospel 
of Christ, I also believe that it demonstrates Mr. Bunyan's 
wisdom and gentle leading of the Holy Spirit not to write out 
specifically what the parchment-roll contained, line item by line 
item. Were those elements written down, in the corruption of 
our flesh we would have bound others with legalism as 
legalists, forcing certain details and meanings upon our 
hearer, and thus, actually taking us, and those to whom we 
are preaching, away from the cross. 

Receiving the parchment-roll from Evangelist did not 
constitute the receiving of salvation either. That would not 
happen until after our pilgrim passed through the wicket gate, 
opened unto him by one named Goodwill, and finally, coming 
to a hill with a cross and an empty tomb at the bottom of that 
hill. It is through the crucified and risen Savior alone that the 



pilgrim of Mr. Bunyan's dream finds salvation.[25] It is only in a 
true encounter with Christ crucified, risen, and ascended with 
His promise to return will the burden of sin's guilt be loosed 
from the sinner's back and his soul resurrected to newness of 
life. Therefore, the Christian, as the pilgrim has so been 
named, can now sing with a new song in his heart: 

Thus far did I come loaden with my sin; 
Nor could ought ease the grief that I was in, 
Till I came hither: What a place is this! 
Must here be the beginning of my bliss! 
Must here the burden fall from off my back? 
Must here the strings that bound it to me, crack? 
Blest Cross! blest Sepulcher! blest rather be 
The Man that there was put to shame for me.[26] 

After his conversion, Christian comes to the foot of a hill, 
called Difficulty.[27] Two unbelievers, Formalist and 
Hypocrisy, who had climbed over the wall and had not come in 
by the wicket gate, walked with Christian a little way; yet, 
when faced with Difficulty, they would not ascend its narrow 
path, which came directly from the straight gate, but instead 
found alternate, wider, easier routes around the hill-- paths 
that lead to destruction. Formalist and Hypocrisy, who trusted 
in their own works, chose their own way, and parted from 
Christian. 

There was a spring of living water at the foot of Hill Difficulty 
and Christian refreshed himself there by drinking from the 
spring before ascending up the hill. The sanctified life is 
promised trials in the world, character-building and Christ-
conforming trials. A holy life is also promised hatred and 
persecution from the world; and though each difficulty that is 
faced is an individual one, spiritual speaking (for Christian 
ascended this hill by himself), God always provides life-
springing refreshment prior to our climb;[28] and during the 
climb, we have the security and assurance of the gospel truth 
of Christ crucified every step of the way. 

 

 



Our trials may quite often be harrowing. In Mr. Bunyan's 
dream he describes Christian's climb up the Hill Difficulty; that 
he "fell from running to going, and from going to clambering 
upon his hands and knees, because of the steepness of the 
place."[29] Wonderfully, our trials and tribulations on our own 
hills of difficulty bring us to prayer, which is represented here 
by Christian ascending his hill on his hands and knees. 

To aid Christian's pilgrimage, the Lord of the Hill, Jesus Christ, 
made "a pleasant Arbour… for the refreshment of weary 
Travailers"[30] midway up the hill. "A ward of grace" is the 
marginal annotation for "a pleasant Arbour" in the original 
publication and several subsequent editions. Ward may be 
understood as a noun, meaning fortress or stronghold. In Mr. 
Bunyan's day, a ward of grace would have been understood 
as a place or instance of God's protection. As editor of Mr. 
Bunyan's work for the Clarendon Press Series, Edmund 
Venables comments in an endnote that a ward of grace is "a 
situation where God guards his people."[31] Robert Stevenson 
defines the pleasant Arbour in this way: 

The Arbour, where Christian sat down to rest him, was 
"made by the Lord of the Hill for the refreshing of weary 
travellers." Such "quiet resting-places" (as Isaiah called 
them) are of many forms in the Christian journey. The 
Lord's Day is given to be one of them, with its refreshing 
memories of things unseen and eternal, and its Gospel 
message, that falls "as the small rain upon the tender herb, 
and as the showers upon the grass."....Praise for the 
mercies we actually possess often builds a "ward of grace" 
in the midst of an uphill climb; and recalls us to God "who 
giveth songs in the night" (Job xxxv.10)….  The very 
unexpectedness of the Arbour makes it impossible to 
define it in individual instances. It is better to remember 
that it will take a different form for each different traveller. "I 
am weary in God's work,"said Wesley, "but I am not weary 
of it;" he knew well the light that "surprises the Christian 
while he sings;" and had found the "inventive tenderness" 
wherewith God lays upon a weary life the touch which 
makes all things new.[32] 

 



In Mr. Bunyan's allegory, we further understand the roll to be 
the gospel truth of Christ crucified, as he writes, "Then he 
pull'd his Roll out of his bosom and read therein to his comfort; 
he also now began afresh to take a review of the Coat or 
Garment that was given him as he stood by the Cross."[33] At 
the cross of Christ, where the burden of sin's guilt falls off our 
back, and as we are now dressed in the garments of praise 
and clothed with the righteousness of Jesus Christ, in the 
midst of our difficulties, whatever trials they be, our greatest 
comfort is in Christ Himself; and that comfort is found in 
reviewing what He has done, for what He has done presents 
gloriously who He is; and who He is expresses significantly, 
supremely, and sufficiently the work He has done. 

While in this ward of grace, be it church gathering for public 
worship, family worship in the home, the early evening repose 
in meditations upon God's Word, or the early morning quiet 
that brings a still small voice by the comforting presence of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the gospel of Christ crucified should be 
pulled from our heart and meditated upon. It is in this way that 
we do take up our own cross, by taking the gospel truth of 
Christ's cross as our blessed, sacred, and personal 
possession. 

Yet, as it was in Mr. Bunyan's allegory, so it is in our Christian 
reality-- we may have a tendency to sloth and laziness during 
our periods of repose. Just as Bunyan's pilgrim fell asleep and 
the roll fell from his hand, we may sleep right there in the 
garden while Christ is praying because our spirit is willing, yet 
our flesh is weak. "Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth 
take heed lest he fall" (1 Corinthians 10:12). 

The Word of God woke Christian from his slumber,[34] so he 
got up and continued up the hill. Christian was met by two 
men running toward him, Timorus and Mistrust.[35] After a 
brief encounter and conversation with Timorus and Mistrust, 
Christian reached for the roll in his bosom for comfort and 
encouragement, and it was not there. This distressed him 
greatly because he understood this parchment-roll to be "his 
Pass into the Celestial City."[36] Christian immediately 
retraced his footsteps in order to find it. 

 



That it is a pass into the Celestial City, our very ticket to 
heaven, makes this yet another indication that the roll is the 
gospel truth of Christ crucified. We have no entrance into 
God's presence otherwise. In losing the roll, Mr. Bunyan lends 
insights from what he has written in his blessed treatise, Christ 
as Advocate: 

The necessity of the advocateship of Jesus Christ for us 
further appears in this-- to wit, for that our evidences, 
which declare that we have a right to the eternal 
inheritance, are often out of our own hand, yea, and also 
sometimes kept long from us, the which we come not at 
the sight or comfort of again but by our Advocate, 
especially when our evidences are taken from us, because 
of a present forfeiture of this inheritance to God by this or 
that most foul offence. Evidences, when they are thus 
taken away, as in David's case they were (Psalms 51:12), 
why then they are in our God's hand, laid up, I say, from 
the sight of them to whom they belong, till they even forget 
the contents thereof (2 Peter 1:5-9).[37] 

The frailty of flesh is ever with us. The wisdom that comes by 
doctrine and experience aids our growth in gracious character 
to recognize the frailty of flesh and the necessity for keeping at 
the gospel of the cross of Jesus Christ. If Mr. Bunyan's 
allegory is an accurate depiction of a spiritual reality in the 
Christian's life, then the gospel truth of Christ crucified is that 
blessed possession throughout our entire pilgrimage on this 
side of the eternal veil. It is in the essential truth of the 
crucified Lord of glory that we have been granted the privilege 
of gospel comfort through our inheritance, secured for us by 
Christ's own blessed blood, by Christ's own precious 
propitiation, and by Christ's own sufficient sacrifice. Though 
we may fall asleep as every Christian will, and forget our 
blessed roll, the blessedness of confession and restoration is 
found in retrieving the roll from whence it had been lost. 

What is to be done, then, when we have grown cold and dry to 
the gospel of our salvation? Again, Mr. Bunyan provides us 
blessed insights into this truth, this time, taken from his 
blessed treatise, Christian Behavior: 

 



This objection might be raised: But what shall I do, who am 
so cold, slothful, and heartless, that I cannot find any heart 
to do any work for God in this world? Indeed time was 
when His dew rested all night upon my branches, and 
when I could with desire, with earnest desire, be doing and 
working for God; but, alas! now it is otherwise. 

I answer with this: If this is true, your case is sad for you 
are to be pitied; the Lord pity you. And for your recovery 
out of this condition, I would give you no other counsel 
than was given to Ephesus when she had lost her first 
love. 

1. "Remember," says Christ, "from whence thou art fallen, 
and repent, and do the first works," etc. (Revelation 2:5). 

Make not of this: Your first work is to enter into a serious 
considering and remembrance from when you have fallen. 
Remember that you have left your God, the stay of your 
soul, and Him without whom there is no stay, comfort, or 
strength, for you either to do or suffer anything in this 
world: "Without Me," He says, "ye can do nothing" (John 
15:5). A sad condition; the remembrance of this, certainly, 
is the first step to recovering a backsliding heart; for the 
right remembrance of this brings to mind what loss that 
soul has sustained that is in this condition; of how it has 
lost its former visits, smiles, and consolations from God. 
When your conscience was softened with the blood of your 
Savior; when every step you took was, as it were, in honey 
and butter; and when your heart could meditate upon terror 
with comfort (Job 29:2-6; Isaiah 33:14-19). Instead, you 
feel darkness, hardness of heart, and the thoughts of God 
are terrible to you (Psalms 77:3). Now, God never visits 
you; or if he does, it is only as a traveler, who stays for just 
a night (Jeremiah 14:8-9). 

This also brings to mind how the case is altered with you, 
concerning your confidence in God for your future 
happiness, how uncertain you now are of your hopes for 
heaven, how much this life hangs in doubt before you 
(Deuteronomy 28:65-66). 

 



2. "Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and 
repent." These are words well put together; for a solid 
consideration of what I have lost in my declining will 
provoke a sorrow in my heart, and godly heaviness, by 
which I will be forced to mourn my condition and say, "I will 
go and return to my first husband; for then was it better 
with me than now" (Hosea 2:7); and believe it, the reason 
for God's standing off from giving the comfortable 
communion with Himself is that you might first see the 
difference between sticking close to God, and forsaking of 
Him; and next, that you might indeed acknowledge your 
offence, and seek His face (Hosea 5:15). He takes no 
pleasure in your forlorn condition; he would rather that you 
should have Him in your bosom, only He will have it in His 
own way. "He looketh upon men, and if any say, I have 
sinned, and perverted that which was right, and it profited 
me not; [then] he will deliver his soul from going into the 
pit, and his life shall see the light" (Job 33:27-28). 

3. "Remember from whence thou art fallen, and repent, 
and do the first works." 

As there should be a remembering and a repenting, so 
there should also be a hearty doing of our first works; 
believing as it was before, a laying hold of the things of 
heaven and glory, as at the first; for now is God returned to 
you, as before (Zechariah 1:16). And though you may be 
weak at first through the loss of your locks, like Samson, 
yet, in short time your hair will grow again; that is, that your 
former experience will in no time be as long, large, and 
strong as it was in the former times. Indeed, at first you will 
find all the wheels of your soul rusty, and all the strings of 
your heart out of tune; as also when you first began to stir, 
the dust and filth of your heart will, like smoke, trouble you 
from that clear beholding of the grace of your God and His 
love to your soul; but continue to wait, and go on, and 
though you find yourself as unable to do anything as you 
formerly could; yet I say, get up and get going, and the 
Lord will be with you; for He has not despised the day of 
your small things (1 Chronicles 22:16; Zechariah 4:10). 

 



I know you will be afflicted with a thousand temptations to 
drive you to despair and that your faith may be faint, etc. 
But against all of them set the Word of God, the promise of 
grace, the blood of Christ, and the examples of God's 
goodness to the great backsliders that are for your 
encouragement recorded in the Scriptures of truth; and 
remember that turning to God after backsliding is the 
greatest piece of service you can do for Him, and the 
greatest honor you can bring to the blood of Christ; and 
furthermore, know that God, to show His willing reception 
of so unworthy a creature, says, there shall be joy in 
heaven at your conversion to Him again (Luke 15:7-
10).[38] 

The gospel of Christ crucified must be a priority in our 
pilgrimage, ever keeping at the truth of the cross; and when it 
should occur that sloth, or complacency, or any number of 
temptations come our way to separate us from the precious 
truth of Christ crucified, we must remember that there is no 
continuing without the strength found in its blessed truth. We 
must see Christ crucified in all that we think, say and do; and 
most especially when we meditate upon Christ when His Word 
is opened before us. 

Our Perfecting by the Gospel 

As Mr. Bunyan's blessed allegory presents a dimension of 
doctrinal truth meeting experiential truth, the gospel of Christ 
crucified often meditated upon, believed undoubtedly, and 
proclaimed fervently, will also fill our practical expressions of 
love and good works with the reality of that gospel. In other 
words, the gospel of Christ crucified will permeate our actions, 
transcending a mere good deed, and instead, being filled with 
the very holiness and righteousness of Christ because they 
have become gospel deeds and works. Paul tells us this: 

That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs 
according to the hope of eternal life. This is a faithful 
saying, and these things I will that thou affirm constantly, 
that they which have believed in God might be careful to 
maintain good works. These things are good and profitable 
unto men. Titus 3:7-8 



The gospel truth, that blessed work of Christ's crucifixion that 
has justified us by His grace, should be affirmed in our hearts 
constantly in order that gospel good works come forth. The 
combination of its doctrine in our knowledge and 
understanding, its experience in our pilgrimage, and its 
presence in our practice, is "good and profitable unto men." 
The term unto men would include every person, to a lesser or 
greater degree, including you and I as individuals. Mr. Bunyan 
summarizes that thought in this way: "That the best way to 
provoke both ourselves and others to this work, is to often 
affirm to others the doctrine of justification by grace, and to 
believe it ourselves."[39] 

In what ways are we benefited? There are a wide variety of 
distinct ways that this may be profitable, but three primary 
ways appears to include all. 

See the Word of God through the Cross. When we preach the 
Word, teach the Word, read the Word, or meditate upon the 
Word of God, we must see what is in the scriptures through 
Christ crucified. If there is a command to be obeyed, it should 
be motivated by Christ's obedience to the Father unto death. If 
there is a good deed to perform, it should be motivated by the 
Father's love for the Son who died. Every doctrine, command, 
or example in scripture should be filled with the heart and soul 
of Christ crucified. What good is a deed done if it is motivated 
from any other source? Nothing at all. I firmly believe that any 
doctrine learned from scripture that is not saturated with the 
truth of Christ crucified, may be subject to corruption and the 
vilest perversions; and can be used, and have been used, for 
the most evil deceptions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



See Christ's Church through the Cross. When we see Christ's 
church through the lens of the cross, when we see the church 
as His beloved bride for which He shed His blood and gave 
His life, the church of Jesus Christ becomes more than just 
some place to go, something to do, some way to get or 
achieve-- His church, whom Christ sees as precious, is 
precious to us. Christ's bride, whom He loves with an 
everlasting love, becomes that blessed bride worthy of our 
attention and affection. Individual souls in His church, who are 
the very members of His body, become knit to our hearts by 
His body broken on that tree; they become joined to us 
because of His blood that was shed for our forgiveness; and 
they become part of us, and we to them, by the spiritual truth 
of our unity with Christ and His people by His Spirit. 

See the Lost World through the Cross. When we, by God's 
grace, have put into practice to constantly affirm the truth of 
Christ crucified in our lives, lost souls become precious to us. 
Why? When we begin to consider that Jesus Christ left His 
home in celestial glory to become a man, to suffer the insults 
of His own creatures, to suffer the torment and humiliations of 
those who hated Him, and to suffer the shame of a criminals 
death for a debt He did not owe to redeem a people who owe 
a debt we could not possibly pay, how could we not do the 
same? How could we not, go forth and bring the blessed 
gospel of life to a dying world? When God has reconciled us to 
Himself in Christ, how could we not go forth with the love of 
the Father in us because of the love of the Father for us? 

Jesus Christ endured the cross, suffering infinitely more than 
you and I can conceive, in order to save men's souls. 
Whatever we may suffer and endure for the gospel's sake 
could never compare with what Jesus suffered. 

*       *       * 

If any man come after Me 
Let him deny himself, 
And take his cross and follow Me, 
The Lord said to the Twelve.  

 



For whosoever wills to save 
His life for selfish gain; 
Will find that he has lost it all, 
Condemn'd to hellish pain. 

Yet, he who does forsake his life 
In love for only Christ, 
Will find that he has gained instead, 
Blessed eternal life.  

For what is profited a man, 
If the world he should gain? 
To lose his soul for worldly things, 
Is not a bless'd exchange. 

In glory shall the Son of man, 
Return, with angels too; 
And judgment will be His reward, 
Upon all works men do.  

*       *       * 
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Chapter 9 -- POSTSCRIPT 

Behold, my servant shall deal prudently, he shall be exalted and 
extolled, and be very high. As many were astonied at thee; his 
visage was so marred more than any man, and his form more 
than the sons of men: So shall he sprinkle many nations; the 
kings shall shut their mouths at him: for that which had not been 
told them shall they see; and that which they had not heard shall 
they consider. Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the 
arm of the LORD revealed? For he shall grow up before him as a 
tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form 
nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty 
that we should desire him. He is despised and rejected of men; a 
man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were 
our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we 
did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But he 
was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our 
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with 
his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we 
have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid 
on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and he was 
afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to 
the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so 
he openeth not his mouth. He was taken from prison and from 
judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for he was cut 
off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people 
was he stricken. And he made his grave with the wicked, and 
with the rich in his death; because he had done no violence, 
neither was any deceit in his mouth. Yet it pleased the LORD to 
bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his 
soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his 
days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. He 
shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his 
knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall 
bear their iniquities. Therefore will I divide him a portion with the 
great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he 
hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with 
the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made 
intercession for the transgressors. Isaiah 52:13-53:12 



Christ, and Him crucified has been presented modestly (and I 
pray, humbly) for these very few pages. What more can be 
said? Well, infinitely more, quite actually. The truth of the 
crucified Lord of glory is an infinite and eternal truth and the 
finite creature will never span its breadth, fathom its depth, 
scale its height, nor measure its length. We can preach for 
eternity and never exhaust its excellence. We can lecture with 
the utmost eloquence and never exceed its majesty and 
magnificence. We can teach with the most impeccable 
intellect and never capture its incredible beauty. We may 
converse by the most holy unction of the Spirit and never fully 
comprehend its splendor. 

If we desire to be faithful in Christ's kingdom, we need look no 
further than the truth of Christ crucified in the pages of 
scripture. Every doctrine that exalts itself above the gospel 
truth of Christ, and Him crucified, will lead men astray: into 
temptation, into sin, into gross heresy, into blasphemy, unto 
death. Every good work, kind deed and Christian practice that 
exalts itself and draws attention away from Christ crucified is a 
damnable exercise from the start to finish. Both of these, 
whether deed or doctrine, if it detracts from the gospel of 
Christ crucified, it is building with wood, hay and stubble in 
Christ's kingdom, and will be consumed by the Judgment in 
that Day. 

*       *       * 

Though I am very least of saints, 
Unworthy to proclaim, 
This awesome truth of Jesus Christ, 
Nor publish His great name.  

Yet, from Isaiah's blessed scroll, 
I preach Christ crucified! 
His sinless life, His cleansing blood, 
He gave His life and died.  

Behold, My Servant, says our God, 
In all His ways is wise; 
He'll be exalted and extoll'd, 
And He'll be very high. 



As many were amaz 'd at Thee-- 
So marr'd they His features; 
His form did not resemble man 
Nor sons of men as creatures. 

So He shall many nations cleanse; 
And cause kings' mouths to close: 
For they see what they've not been told, 
And that not heard, they know. 

Who hath believed our report; 
T'whom's His arm reveal'd? 
He grew up a plant so tender-- from 
The ground so dry and seal'd.  

Neither form nor beauty had He; 
We see and turn away; 
He wasn't comely to desire-- 
For a nat'ral man to stay.  

Men despis'd Him with rejection;  
Man of sorrows and grief. 
We withheld from Him honor-- we 
Despis'd Christ like a thief.  

Surely He hath borne our grieving; 
Our sorrows on Him plac'd; 
God afflicted Jesus with wrath-- His 
Inj'ry sought we with haste. 

Our transgressions brought Him wounding, 
Our evil crush'd His soul: 
He bore the punishment due us; 
By His stripes we're made whole. 

All we like sheep have gone astray; 
And our own path we've made; 
And all of our iniquity 
On Him the Lord hath laid. 

He was oppress'd and afflicted, 
Yet open'd not His mouth: 
As a lamb brought to the slaughter 
No word, no peep, no pout. 



And as a sheep before her shear'rs 
Is dumb, so He spoke not; 
This truth of imputation stands: 
He took what was our lot. 

This holy One was taken from 
The prison to be tried; 
By oppression and cruelty 
Men sentenced Him to die. 

Who'll declare His generation? 
For He was cut off 
Out of the land of the living: 
To save those who are lost. 

For offenses of My people 
God's wrath fell on Christ's head: 
His righteousness now counted mine, 
My sin on Him instead.  

He made his grave with the wicked, 
With the rich in His death; 
He's a man of peace, and honest; 
He's pure in ev'ry path. 

Yet it pleas'd the Lord to bruise Him; 
He'd grieve, it was decreed; 
When a sin off'ring You'll make Him, 
Then He shall see His seed. 

His days He shall prolong with life, 
And the Lord's great pleasure 
Shall be prosperous in His hand: 
And that without measure. 

He shall see of His soul's travail, 
And shall be satisfied: 
By knowledge of My good Servant 
Shall men be justified: 

For He shall bear their wicked sin. 
Therefore will I divide 
Him a portion with the great, and 
To the strong provide. 



For His soul He pour'd out in death, 
Number'd with transgressors; 
And bare the sin of many men 
As our Intercessor. 

*       *       * 
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THANK YOU! 

Thank you for purchasing this eBook. 

If you enjoyed this eBook, please consider leaving a brief 
review and sharing the link with your friends and favorite 
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