     CAST OF CHARACTERS

                                                (In order of importance)

Goddess of Song


She is the Voice of the Orishas and she sings all the songs in the show. The Goddess is a kindred spirit of the Orishas. Her vocal expressions set the tone and 

provide a consistent thread throughout the show. She is ageless and any race.

The Gods of the Yoruban People:

Eleggua


The Keeper of the Crossroads. Eleggua is a black man in his 20s or 30s, who

can look both impish and convincingly evil. His face has an ageless child-look to it. Eleggua is the messenger from the gods to mankind. He is a great storyteller. He seems to be everywhere, to know everything and yet he is not above pulling pranks, especially if it helps him make a particular point. Eleggua wears a shirt that is red on one side and black on the other. Traditionally, he has a straw hat and backpack. Eleggua’s number is three, so when he laughs, it’s always in three syllables. He is agile and fit. Eleggua is syncretized with St. Anthony

Chango


A handsome, charismatic black man in his 20s, 30s even 40s. He is graceful when dancing, but not prissy.  He is the god of thunder and lightning. He wears red and white. He plays drums. Chango has a bead necklace of red and black beads with one large white one in the center. The white bead was given to him by Obatala and he wears it with pride. Chango carries a double-edged axe. According to some traditions, he wears a crown because he was the king of a great city. He is irresistible to women and he knows it! Transplanted Yorubans worshipped Santa Barbara as Chango because the statues had similarities. Chango’s numbers are 4 and 6.

Oshun


Oshun is the Goddess of Lust, Love and Gold. She is a black woman in her 20s or 30s. She wears wide golden bracelets that clang together.  She wears yellow and orange or coral-colored clothing and earrings made of amber. She is a beautiful woman, who regularly checks herself in a hand mirror. Her hair is long when not under a turban-like headdress. Oshun wears a flask tied at her waist. There is honey inside representing her love potion. She is alluring and aloof – at the same time! She can be the sweetest woman and do evil deeds motivated by her rampant jealousy. She is possessive, but does not smother the men in her life.  Cuban Yorubans worshipped Oshun through Our Lady of Caridad del Cobre, the patron saint of Cuba. Oshun’s number is 5.

Oggun


Oggun is the God of War, Weapons and Metals.  He is a black man in his 20s or 30s with a well-built upper body.  He carries a tiger-skin bag adorned with seashells. A machete hangs in a sheath at his belt along with other metal implements. He wears green clothing embroidered with metallic threads of gold, silver and copper. Oggun is not known for intelligence or IQ.  He is impulsive, obsessive and somewhat rude at times. In his favor, he is fiercely loyal and an incurable workaholic. Oggun’s number is 7. He was worshipped through Saint Peter.

Babalu Alle


Babalu Alle is older, a black man in his 30s, 40s or 50s. He walks with crutches.  He is dressed in purple and brown, rough burlap clothing decorated with cowrie shells. He is accompanied by a dog. A small bag filled with corn is slung across his chest. Babalu Alle has a memorable face. Perhaps there is something unusual about his coloring. He needs to look more friendly than scary. He is Eleggua’s best friend and his appearance is part of the surprise ending. Babalu Alle was worshiped as St. Lazarus. His number is 17. Babalu Alle wears a necklace of cowrie shells.

Oya


Oya is a warrior woman. She is the wind, the Guardian of the Gates of Death and Keeper of the Cemetery. Oya is a black woman in her 20s, 30s or 40s who wears a skirt with verticle stripes in nine different colors. Her hair is long and usually blowing in a mysterious wind that always blows in her face. She carries an “iruke,” a horsetail with a beaded handle. She is an aggressive woman, but still desirable. Oya’s number is 9. She was worshipped through Our Lady of La Candelaria. She wears a crown with 9 points. 

Obatala


He is the Father Orisha, the King of the White Cloth and Father of Dreams. Obatala is a tall, black man dressed in brilliant white robes with white wings on his back. He is brightly lit when he is onstage. Obatala, essentially, looks like the Judeo-Christian angels.  He may have white or yellow hair. He can also have the darkest skin and may be of any age. Obatala’s number is 8 and he was worshiped as Jesus. Obatala wears a crown with 16 parakeet feathers on it. His symbols are the sun and the moon. When provoked, Obatala appears wearing a red satin sash. 

Aganyu


Aganyu is the God of Volcanoes.  A large black man in his 30s or 40s, who looks like Chango’s father.  Aganyu has a deep, booming voice. Aganyu can show emotions with sincerity. He has strong arms, but not as big as Oggun. He wears no shirt, but pants made of green cloth with red embellishments. He is syncretized with St. Christopher. Aganyu’s number is 9.

Obba


Obba is the Goddess of Hearth and Home and also the Guardian of Tombs. She is a young black woman, plain and quiet, whose presence commands the respect of others. “She is a real lady,” they say. She wears a full, flowing skirt of pink and a yellow apron. She wears a necklace of shining yellow beads and matching earrings. Obba carries a broom. 

       DANCERS

Yemaya


Yemaya is the Goddess of the Oceans, a Mother Nature character. She is a bright spirit who wears ocean blue and a necklace made of mother-of-pearl.  Her uneven-hemmed skirt is flowing turquoise, adorned with seashells, starfish and netting.  Yemaya is graceful, dancing with wave-like motions during her signature song. She can be any race or age. She has wavy hair. She was worshipped through Our Lady of Regla. (Regla is a region of Cuba.) Yemaya’s number is 7.

Yemmu 


Yemmu is an aspect of Obatala and, like him, she wears white. Unlike him, she has no wings. She is a black woman - Obatala’s wife and Chango’s birthmother.  She is in her 30s or 40s, but still graceful in dance. She wears a multi-colored beaded necklace and dangling golden earrings. She wears a colorful turban in Act One and a white headdress adorned with white feathers in the finale.

Orunla and (the Table of) Ifa


Orunla is the Diviner of Secrets, the keeper of mystical knowledge who consults his oracle table when asked to tell the future or assist in a decision. He is a man of any age or race. Orunla has a divining table, the Table of Ifa, perched on one foot so that it moves and dances with him. He wears a yellow shirt and green pants. He wears a bracelet of alternating green and yellow beads. Orunla’s number is 16. He is syncretized with St. Francis of Assisi. The Table of Ifa is a round table, about 14 inches diameter. The border is carved and the four corners are delineated.  Orunla tosses dust on the Table for divination. 

Iroko

      Iroko is a magical female Orisha who lives in a tree.  This five-leaved silk-cotton tree, known in botany as ceiba pentandra, is the sacred tree of Santeria. Iroko is represented here by a female dancer of any race or age wearing a body suit that resembles the trunk. Leaves drop from her fingers so that when she dances with her arms extended up above her, she looks like the tree. She also wears a crown of branches and leaves. She is said to have saved with world, agreeing to hold up the sky. 
Yewa


Yewa is said to symbolize death, although her color is pink. According to Santeria tradition, Yewa is a virgin orisha who is very modest and very severe. She is an older black woman, an Old Maid who wears her hair pulled back in a tight ponytail or bun. She is covered neck to toe with dark rose-colored clothing. In her ritual dance, she covers her face with two “irukes,” horse’s tails with bejeweled handles.

Ochosi


Ochosi is the third Warrior Orisha. He is the divine hunter and carries a crossbow. Ochosi is dressed in a purple cassock and white satin pants. He has a purple hat with a long feather, Robin Hood-style and wears a necklace of turquoise beads. Ochosi’s numbers are 3 and 7.  Ochosi is a loner and does not like crowds, but he will participate when the other Orishas call upon him. He was worshipped by the captive Yorubans in Cuba as Saint Norbert. 

Boromu


Boromu’s domain is the desert. With no deserts on the Cuban island, he nearly became forgotten.  He is a minor Orisha. Boromu is a black man, made up with the face of a skeleton and dressed in flowing clothes the color of sand. He is Yewa’s husband and messenger. 
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